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Foundational Theme - The Lord God is the One, True God
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.

Deuteronomy 6:4
Structural Theme (1) - God Predestines Mankind to Take Dominion upon the Earth
And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 

and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

Genesis 1:26
Structural Theme (2) - The Calling Out of Abraham and the Founding of the Nation of Israel
Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: 

for I called him alone, and blessed him, and increased him.

Isaiah 51:2 

Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace;

to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; 

not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; 

who is the father of us all.

Romans 4:16
Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold, thy time was the time of love; 

and I spread my skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: 

yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, 

saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine.

Ezekiel 16:8 

As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.

Romans 9:13
Imperative Theme (1) - God Commands Man to be Fruitful and Multiply and Subdue the Earth
And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

Genesis 1:28 

Imperative Theme (2) - God Calls Us out to Walk in the Steps of the Faith of our Father Abraham 
…that he might be the father of all them that believe, 

though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 

And the father of circumcision to them who are not of the circumcision only, 

but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, 

which he had being yet uncircumcised.

Romans 4:11-12
Untitled
Solitude and Beauty

And all things great and small;

Flowers, Sunshine, Rainbows,

The Lord God made them all.

Each drop of dew falls on them,

It comes from heaven above;

They glisten in the sunlight and speak

Of God's great love.

(Flossie Powell Everett 1910-1987)

INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT
The New Testament uses various names in referring to the Old Testament: "the Scriptures," "Holy Scriptures," "the Writings," "the Sacred Scriptures," "the Book," "the Sacred Books." However, God did not hand to us these sacred books of the Old Testament canon all at once on a silver platter, as other religions claim to have received theirs. It was a long, historical process that took centuries. The canonization of the Holy Scriptures was based upon the foundations laid by those men of God who walked in the offices of the prophet and the apostle ( Ephesians 2:20). Church history tells us that God used the office of the prophet to write the Old Testament and the office of the apostle to write the New Testament. When the prophets of old died, the Old Testament canon was closed (Josephus, Against Apion 18). 1] The canonization of the New Testament was based upon apostolic authority. A closer evaluation will explain these statements.

1] Flavius Josephus, Flavius Josephus Against Apion, in The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, trans. William Whiston (Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, c 1987, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

Ephesians 2:20, "And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;"

A. The Old Testament Canon- We read in the Scriptures that the Old Testament custom was to keep holy writings in the Temple. Moses told the children of Israel to give the Levites the custody of the Sacred Scriptures ( Deuteronomy 17:18).

Deuteronomy 17:18, "And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:"

We see this during the time of King Josiah's reforms when his servants cleaned out the Temple ( 2 Kings 22:8). There, hidden for decades, were the Sacred Scriptures.

2 Kings 22:8, "And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it."

The prophets of the Old Testament were the inspiration for the Jews' sacred books. They carefully collected these holy prophecies and taught them to their people. There came a time that the prophets ceased to prophesy, and at that point in Jewish history, the Old Testament canon was closed. This is confirmed by Josephus, who says, "It is true, our history hath been written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath not been esteemed of the like authority with the former by our forefathers, because there hath not been an exact succession of prophets since that time." (Against Apion 18) In addition, the opening verse of the book of Hebrews states that the Old Testament was delivered to us by His prophets ( Hebrews 1:1-2), thus revealing the fact that the Old Testament prophets were the ones who kept the canon open. 

Hebrews 1:1-2, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Song of Solomon , whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;"

Just as the New Testament canon closed when the twelve apostles dies, so did the Old Testament canon close when the prophets ceased. Early Church tradition held that it was Ezra the scribe who finally compiled the books of the Old Testament Scriptures as we know them today. Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) says Ezra was inspired to restore the Sacred Scriptures after his return from Exile. Note:

"And this was nothing wonderful for God to do, who, in the captivity of the people trader Nebuchadnezzar, when the Scriptures had been destroyed, and the Jews had returned to their own country after seventy years, afterwards, in the time of Artaxerxes, king of the Persians, inspired Ezra the priest, of the tribe of Levi, to relate all the words of the former prophets, and to restore to the people the legislation of Moses." Such are the words of Irenaeus." (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 5815) 2]

2] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 224.

The purpose of compiling or editing Sacred Writings would be for the purpose of teaching the people of a later era than which a book was written. This is exactly what happened during the time of Ezra the scribe. E. W. Bullinger tells us the Jewish tradition how that after the Babylonian captivity, Ezra and Nehemiah began the task of setting the Old Testament Scriptures in order. We see this in Ezra 7:6; Ezra 7:11 and Nehemiah 8:8. They created an order of scribes called the Sopherim (from the Hebrew word "saphar," which means, "to count or number"). Their task was to set the original text in order. This means, that they counted each line, each word and each letter of the books of the Old Testament. They devised the way each page of Scripture was to have a certain column of text with the known amount of words and letters on each particular page. These pages could then be copied without error using this counting system because each page would always look the same. This meant that each letter was locked into same place on its designated page in the Scriptures and could never be moved. Only the order of the Sopherim had the authority to revise the original text or to move text to a new place. Jewish tradition tells us that the men of "the Great Synagogue" as they were known, took about 100 years to complete this work, from the time of Nehemiah to Simon the first, 410-300 B.C.

After the text was set, the order of the Massorites was established. This title comes from the Hebrew word "maser," which means, "to deliver something into the hand of another, so as to commit it to his trust." This order of Jewish scribes became the custodians of the Sacred Scriptures. Their job was to preserve the Scriptures so that no changes took place. A look at an ancient Hebrew manuscript reveals how this was done. In the upper and lower margins of these ancient manuscripts and between and along the outside of the columns of Sacred Text, you can see small writings by these Massorites, which contain a counting system for the text. These side notes are not commentaries, but rather information about the text on that particular page, such as the number of times the several letters occur in the various books of the Bible; the number of words, and the middle word; the number of verses, and the middle verse; the number of expressions and combinations of words, etc. It even listed the one hundred thirty four (134) passages in which the Hebrew word "Adonai" was substituted for the original "YHWH." When the Hebrew Bible came into print in the fifteenth century, only the Sacred Text was printed and all of the marginal notes were disregarded. This is why we are not familiar with this ancient Hebrew tradition today. 3]

3] E. W. Bullinger, Appendix 30: Massrah, in The Companion Bible Being The Authorized Version of 1611With The Structures And Notes, Critical, Explanatory and Suggestive And With 198 Appendixes (London: Oxford University Press, c 1909-22), 31.

Regarding the number of Old Testament books originally canonized by the Jews, Josephus (A.D 37 to 100) tells us that the ancient Jews counted twenty-two books as the canon of the Old Testament. They did this by combining together some of the books that are separated in the English Bible.

"For we have not an innumerable multitude of books among us, disagreeing from and contradicting one another, [as the Greeks have,] but only twenty-two books, which contain the records of all the past times; which are justly believed to be divine; and of them five belong to Moses, which contain his laws and the traditions of the origin of mankind till his death. This interval of time was little short of three thousand years; but as to the time from the death of Moses till the reign of Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times in thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of human life. It is true, our history hath been written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath not been esteemed of the like authority with the former by our forefathers, because there hath not been an exact succession of prophets since that time." (Josephus, Against Apion 18) 4]

4] Flavius Josephus, Flavius Josephus Against Apion, in The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, trans. William Whiston (Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, c 1987, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) cites Melito bishop of Sardis (A.D 170), who gives us a list of twenty-five Old Testament books, which includes one of the Apocrypha called Esdras.

"Accordingly when I went East and came to the place where these things were preached and done, I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David, the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books." Such are the words of Melito." (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614) 5]

5] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

Eusebius cites Origen (A.D 185 to 254), who tells us that by the New Testament period, the Jews had accepted twenty-two books as Holy Scriptures, according to the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

"When expounding the first Psalm , he gives a catalogue of the sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament as follows: "It should be stated that the canonical books, as the Hebrews have handed them down, are twenty-two; corresponding with the number of their letters." Farther on he says: "The twenty-two books of the Hebrews are the following: That which is called by us Genesis , but by the Hebrews , from the beginning of the book, Bresith, which means, "In the beginning"; Exodus , Welesmoth, that Isaiah , "These are the names"; Leviticus , Wikra, "And he called"; Numbers , Ammesphekodeim; Deuteronomy , Eleaddebareim, "These are the words"; Jesus, the son of Nave, Josoue ben Noun; Judges and Ruth , among them in one book, Saphateim; the First and Second of Kings, among them one, Samouel, that Isaiah , "The called of God"; the Third and Fourth of Kings in one, Wammelch David, that Isaiah , "The kingdom of David"; of the Chronicles, the First and Second in one, Dabreiamein, that Isaiah , "Records of days"; Esdras, First and Second in one, Ezra , that Isaiah , "An assistant"; the book of Psalm, Spharthelleim; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Me-loth; Ecclesiastes , Koelth; the Song of Songs (not, as some suppose, Songs of Songs), Sir Hassirim; Isaiah , Jessia; Jeremiah , with Lamentations and the epistle in one, Jeremia; Daniel , Daniel; Ezekiel , Jezekiel; Job , Job; Esther , Esther. And besides these there are the Maccabees, which are entitled Sarbeth Sabanaiel. He gives these in the above-mentioned work." (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6252) 6]

6] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272.

Athanasius (A.D 296 to 373), bishop of Alexandria, also says that the Jews arranged twenty-two books to the Old Testament.

"There are, then, of the Old Testament, twenty-two books in number; for, as I have heard, it is handed down that this is the number of the letters among the Hebrews; their respective order and names being as follows. The first is Genesis , then Exodus , next Leviticus , after that Numbers , and then Deuteronomy. Following these there is Joshua , the son of Nun, then Judges , then Ruth. And again, after these four books of Kings, the first and second being reckoned as one book, and so likewise the third and fourth as one book. And again, the first and second of the Chronicles are reckoned as one book. Again Ezra , the first and second are similarly one book. After these there is the book of Psalm , then the Proverbs , next Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Songs. Job follows, then the Prophets, the twelve being reckoned as one book. Then Isaiah , one book, then Jeremiah with Baruch ,, Lamentations , and the epistle, one book; afterwards, Ezekiel and Daniel , each one book. Thus far constitutes the Old Testament." (Athanasius, Easter Letter No 39 [for A.D 367] 4) 7]

7] Athanasius, St. Athanasius: Select Works and Letters, trans. Archibald Robertson, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 4, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, c 1892), 552.

Cyril of Jerusalem (A. D 315-386) counts twenty-two books of the Hebrew bible.

"Of these read the two and twenty books, but have nothing to do with the apocryphal writings. Study earnestly these only which we read openly in the Church. Far wiser and more pious than thyself were the Apostles, and the bishops of old time, the presidents of the Church who handed down these books. Being therefore a child of the Church, trench thou not upon its statutes. And of the Old Testament, as we have said, study the two and twenty books, which, if thou art desirous of learning, strive to remember by name, as I recite them. For of the Law the books of Moses are the first five, Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Leviticus ,, Numbers , Deuteronomy. And next, Joshua the son of Nave, and the book of Judges , including Ruth , counted as seventh. And of the other historical books, the first and second books of the Kings are among the Hebrews one book; also the third and fourth one book. And in like manner, the first and second of Chronicles are with them one book; and the first and second of Esdras are counted one. Esther is the twelfth book; and these are the Historical writings. But those which are written in verses are five, Job , and the book of Psalm , and Proverbs , and Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Solomon , which is the seventeenth book. And after these come the five Prophetic books: of the Twelve Prophets one book, of Isaiah one, of Jeremiah one, including Baruch and Lamentations and the Epistle; then Ezekiel , and the Book of Daniel , the twenty-second of the Old Testament." (Catechetical Lectures 435) 

Jerome (A.D 342to 420) says different sects of the Jews arranged the Old Testament books into either twenty-two or twenty-four books, the former arrangement made to equal the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet, while the latter reflecting the twenty-four elders in the book of Revelation. 8]

8] Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

B. Authorship - The topic of authorship of the books of the Old Testament has a long history of Jewish tradition. This discussion of authorship will deal with (1) the Office of the Prophet, and (2) Evidence of Composition After Authorship in the Old Testament Scriptures.

1. The Office of the Prophet- The books of the Old Testament were written under the office of the prophet. The Babylonian Talmud records the ancient Jewish traditions that ascribed authors to the books of the Old Testament.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah... ...‘Joshua wrote his book'; but is it not written there: ‘And Joshua died'? This was written by Elazar. But is it not written there: ‘And Elazar died'? The book was finished by his son Pinchas. ‘Samuel wrote his book.' But is it not written: ‘And Samuel died'? The book was finished by Gad the seer and Nathan the prophet." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 9]

9] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45-46.

According to Hebrews 1:1 the Old Testament was written by men who walked in the office of the prophet. Although some authors may have served as kings or priests, such as David, Solomon or Samuel, they spoke or wrote prophetically.

Hebrews 1:1-2, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Song of Solomon , whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;"

Most, if not all, of the Old Testament was written by men who are called prophets. Prophecy became most prominent during period of Kingdom. Prophets moved the people to an inward relationship to God. They prophesied of the coming of Jesus and of future event. Unfortunately, during the period of the kingdom, the message from God did not come through the priests and kings. Corruption spoiled this means of delivering God's message to His people. It was the lineage of prophets whom God raised up a various times from various cities and from various genealogies and in various ways to deliver His messages and prophecies. God found men who would not fear the face of men to speak His Word. God literally raised up a lineage of prophets from Enoch until Malachi. There were periods when there were no prophets to prophesy ( 1 Samuel 3:1), but God was always faithful to search for men would represent Him.

1 Samuel 3:1, "And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision."

When the prophets under the Old Covenant ceased to prophesy after Malachi , then the canon of the Old Testament was closed.

2. Evidence of Composition After Authorship in the Old Testament Scriptures - Since the Old Testament was written over a period of about one thousand years by a multitude of authors, there were periods in Israel's history that demanded editing and compilation of their Sacred Scriptures to put them in a orderly fashion and so that later generations could understand its content. We can examine individual books of the Old Testament and find clear examples of later editing and composition after the book was written.

a) Genesis - In the book of Genesis , which was written by Moses, we see a reference to the later period of the kingdom of Israel.

Genesis 36:31, "And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the children of Israel."

In Genesis 12:6; Genesis 13:7 we find the statement that the Canaanite and Perizzite dwelled then in the land, implying at the time of writing (or compiling) that the Canaanites had been driven out by Israel. This refers to a date later than Moses.

Genesis 12:6, "And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land."

Genesis 13:7, "And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram"s cattle and the herdmen of Lot"s cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land."

b) Exodus - In the book of Exodus , we see references to post-conquest authorship. For example, during the years following the Conquest of Canaan by Joshua , many of the names of cities and places were changed by the Israelites. The author of the book of Exodus appears to be writing to readers who are unfamiliar with the pre-conquest names of cities and places in Canaan. Note:

Exodus 16:1, "And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt."

c) Deuteronomy - Although we know that Moses wrote the book of Deuteronomy , someone authored the comments about his death.

Deuteronomy 34:5, "So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD."

d) Judges - The book of Judges covers the events in the history of Israel from the death of Joshua , around 1380 B.C, to the period just prior to the rising of the monarchy, around 1050 B.C. Internal evidence seems to indicate that it was written during the early part of Israel"s monarchy, because Judges 17:6 was penned when Israel did have a king, and it was written before David"s conquest of Jerusalem ( Judges 1:21). It was also written before Pharaoh gave the city of Gezer as a gift to Solomon ( Judges 1:29). A likely date of the writing of the book of Judges would be from 1050 to 1000 B.C.

Judges 17:6, "In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes."

Judges 1:21, "And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem unto this day."

Judges 1:29, "Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them."

The epilogue of the book of Judges consists of two stories; (1) the idolatry of Micah and the migration of the Danites ( Genesis 17:1 to Genesis 18:31), (2) and the atrocity at Gibeah and the Benjamite War ( Genesis 19:1 to Genesis 21:25). We see Phinehas, the grandson of Aaron, alive during the time of the war with the Benjamites ( Judges 20:28), meaning that this story is not in chronological order, as the first sixteen books of the book of Judges appear to be. This may be evidence for a later writing of the epilogue. 

Judges 20:28, "And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) saying, Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand."

One verse in this last section of Judges makes it apparent that it was composed and edited much later than it was written. This is because it refers to the "captivity of the land", which occurred three hundred (300) years later in the history of this nation. This is most likely a reference to the Assyrian captivity of Israel in 722 B.C.

Judges 18:30, "And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Prayer of Manasseh , he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land."

Therefore, since Judges 17-21are not in chronological order, and the fact that they show later authorship gives clear evidence to the fact that this book of the Holy Bible experienced later editing and composition.

The purpose of compiling or editing Sacred Writings would be for teaching the people of a later era. This is exactly what happened during the time of Ezra the scribe.

e) Psalm - We see evidence of later editing and composition in many of the Old Testament books. Although most scholars agree that the books of Psalm were written over a thousand-year period, from Moses to the Babylonian exile, it is evident that the final compilation did not take place until the exile, or shortly thereafter. This is because several books of Psalm refer to the Babylonian captivity ( Psalm 90:1; Psalm 137:1).

Psalm 90:1, (A Prayer of Moses the man of God.) "Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations."

Psalm 137:1, "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion."

Another evidence that the books of Psalm was compiled later than when they were actually written is the fact that many of the Psalm are duplicated either within the book of Psalm , or in other Old Testament passages:

1. Psalm 14:1-7 and Psalm 53:1-6
2. Psalm 18:1-50 and 2 Samuel 22:1-51
3. Psalm 40:13-17 and Psalm 70:1-5
4. Psalm 42, 43are considered one Psalm

5. Psalm 60:5-12 and Psalm 108:6-13
6. Psalm 105:1-15 and 1 Chronicles 16:8-22
7. Psalm 108:1-13 is a combination of Psalm 57:7-11 and Psalm 60:5-12 

Note that Psalm 14is in book 1 ( Psalm 1-41) and Psalm 53is in book 2 ( Psalm 42-72). This implies that the Psalm may have consisted of several separate, smaller books, with some of the same Psalm being found in several of these separate books. At some point, these books were compiled into a single, larger book of Psalm as we know it today. The ancient Jews who compiled these smaller groups of books reverenced the writings enough so as not to delete any particular Psalm just because it was duplicated in a different section of this larger compilation.

f) Proverbs - Proverbs shows clear internal evidence that it was put together, or compiled, over a number of years. The first evidence of compilation is the fact that the book of Proverbs was written by at least three authors, King Song of Solomon , Agur and King Lemuel.

Proverbs 1:1, "The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel;"

Proverbs 30:1, "The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the man spake unto Ithiel, even unto Ithiel and Ucal,"

Proverbs 31:1, "The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him."

A second evidence of compilation over many years is the fact that King Hezekiah compiled some of King Solomon"s writings around 720 B.C, about two hundred fifty (250) years after they were written. Note:

Proverbs 25:1, "These are also proverbs of Song of Solomon , which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out."

A third confirmation of compilation is the fact that a number of verses in the book of Proverbs are duplicated. This in itself carries the idea that the entire book of Proverbs is a compilation of several writings, or books, by several authors over several generations. One possible reason that verses are duplicated is that when scholars were compiling these groups of writings, they did not want to drop any of the proverbs and risk altering the original text.

g) Others- There are a number of passages that are found in more than one book of the Holy Bible. For example, Isaiah 2:2-4 is identical to Micah 4:1-3. Isaiah 36:1 to Isaiah 39:8 is very similar in content to 2 Kings 18:13 to 2 Kings 20:19. Jeremiah 52:1-34 is practically identical to 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:30. 2 Samuel 18 is identical to Psalm 18.

C. Date- The books of the Old Testament were written over a period of approximately one thousand years. Josephus tells us that Moses wrote the first five books during his life and that the other books were written up to the reign of Artaxerxes (Josephus, Against Apion 18). 10] This would date the Holy Bible from around 1 ,500 B.C. to the fourth century B.C.

10] Flavius Josephus, Flavius Josephus Against Apion, in The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged, William Whiston, trans. (Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, c 1987, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

1. The Oldest Manuscript (6th Century B.C.) - The oldest extant manuscript of the Old Testament Scriptures is dated around the sixth century B.C. It is a tiny, silver scroll found in an ancient amulet containing the Hebrew text of Numbers 6:24-26, "The Lord bless you, and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance on you, and give you peace." It was discovered by a team of archaeologists in 1979 led by Gabriel Barkay. His group was excavating on a rocky knoll on the Valley of Hinnon within sight of Old Jerusalem. When a group of 12-year-olds joined the group, Barkay sent one of them off in the distance to do the unimportant task of clearing out an ancient cave to prepare it for photographs. The child came back in a short while and told the archaeologist that his hammer had broken through the floor of the cave. Under this floor was discovered a repository containing ancient vessels dating from the fifth, sixth and seventh centuries B.C. Among them was a small cylinder the size of a cigarette butt. This was an amulet designed to be worn on the arm of forehead of the devout Jew. Inside this amulet was found this ancient, tiny scroll with Biblical text of the Aaroninc benediction from the book of Numbers. This text predates the Dead Sea Scrolls by four centuries. It is the oldest extant piece of Biblical literature in the world. 11]

11] Brent Thompson, "Respected Archaeologist Recounts Discovery of Oldest Bible Text," in Southwestern News, Spring 2007, Vol 65, no 3, 33; Clyde E. Fant, and Mitchell G. Reddish, Lost Treasures of the Bible: Understanding the Bible Through Archaeological Artifacts in World Museums (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdman Publishing, 2008), page 405.

2. The Dead Sea Scrolls (2nd Century B.C.)
3. The Massoretic Text (10th Century A.D.)
INTRODUCTION TO THE PENTATEUCH
The word "Pentateuch" refers to the first five books of the Old Testament. The ISBE tells us that the word "Pentateuch" is derived from the word "pentateuchos," which literally means "5-volumed (book)." 12] These first five books comprise the first major division of the Old Testament, with the Writings and the Prophets making up the other two divisions. In fact, Jesus Christ refers to this three-fold division in the Gospel of Luke.

12] Harold M. Wiener, "Pentateuch 1 ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Luke 24:44, "And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalm , concerning me." 

A. Authorship- When we observe all evidences available regarding authorship and date the Pentateuch, it appears to have been written by Moses during the time of the wilderness journeys of Israel around 1450 B.C. 13] However, there are evidences that the Pentateuch, along with most, if not all, of the Old Testament books were edited and compiled at a later date. According to Jewish tradition, the Jews compiled their Sacred Writings after returning from the Babylonian Captivity in order to be able to copy them accurately and teach them properly to their generations. This compilation was initiated by Ezra the scribe, who returned to Jerusalem around 458 B.C.

13] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R.K. Harrison, in Nelson"s Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Revised Edition (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "The Exodus."

a) Internal Evidence - Internal evidence overwhelmingly supports Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch.

i) The Author Declares Himself to be Moses- Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch is well testified within the Scriptures themselves. Note:

Exodus 17:14, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven."

Exodus 24:4, "And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes of Israel."

Exodus 34:27-28, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Write thou these words: for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and with Israel. And he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the ten commandments."

Numbers 33:2, "And Moses wrote their goings out according to their journeys by the commandment of the LORD: and these are their journeys according to their goings out."

Deuteronomy 31:9, "And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and unto all the elders of Israel."

Deuteronomy 31:19, "Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel"

Deuteronomy 31:22, "Moses therefore wrote this song the same day, and taught it the children of Israel."

Deuteronomy 31:24, "And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished,"

After writing this book of the law, it was placed inside the Ark of the Covenant:

Deuteronomy 31:24-26, "And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying, Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee."

The book of Joshua testifies to Mosaic authorship. Joshua 1:7-8 tells us that the "book of the Law" was authored by Moses.

Joshua 1:7-8, "Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success."

The phrase "a copy of the law" means that this book was written prior to the time that Joshua wrote it on the stones:

Joshua 8:32-35, "And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children of Israel….And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is written in the book of the law. There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them."

Joshua 22:5, "But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul."

Joshua 23:6, "Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the book of the law of Moses, that ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to the left;"

Other books in the Old Testament testify to his authorship:

1 Kings 2:3, "And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself:"

2 Kings 14:6, "But the children of the murderers he slew not: according unto that which is written in the book of the law of Moses, wherein the LORD commanded, saying, The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, nor the children be put to death for the fathers; but every man shall be put to death for his own sin."

2 Kings 21:8, "Neither will I make the feet of Israel move any more out of the land which I gave their fathers; only if they will observe to do according to all that I have commanded them, and according to all the law that my servant Moses commanded them."

2 Chronicles 34:14, "And when they brought out the money that was brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found a book of the law of the LORD given by Moses."

Ezra 6:18, "And they set the priests in their divisions, and the Levites in their courses, for the service of God, which is at Jerusalem; as it is written in the book of Moses."

Daniel 9:11-13, "Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against him. And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem. As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities, and understand thy truth."

Malachi 4:4, "Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments."

The New Testament testifies to Mosaic authorship. We read in the Gospels how Jesus testified as to Mosaic authorship.

Matthew 19:7-8, "They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so."

Mark 10:3, "And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you? And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put her away."

Mark 12:26, "And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?"

The Gospel of John states that Moses was the author of the Pentateuch. 

John 1:17, "For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ."

John 5:46, "For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me."

John 7:19, "Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? Why go ye about to kill me?"

John 7:23, "If a man on the sabbath day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the sabbath day?"

Peter testifies as to Mosaic authorship:

Acts 3:22, "For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you."

Stephen testifies as to Mosaic authorship:

Acts 7:37, "This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear."

Paul testifies as to Mosaic authorship:

Romans 10:5, "For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall live by them."

ii) The Author was Hebrew- Also, the mention of the word "Gentiles" in Genesis 10:5 and Genesis 14:13 attests to Hebrew authorship, since the word "Gentiles" is used by the Hebrews to describe all other nations.

Genesis 10:5, "By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations."

Genesis 14:13, "And there came one that had escaped, and told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner: and these were confederate with Abram."

Hebrew authorship is also seen in the important references to Jewish religious festivals ( Genesis 1:14) and the Sabbath day ( Genesis 2:2-3).

Genesis 1:14, "And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:" 

Genesis 2:2-3, "And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made."

iii) The Author was an Eyewitness to the Events that took place in the Pentateuch - The details of accounts recorded within the Pentateuch suggest that the author knew the locations from personal locations and was an eyewitness of these events. These lengthy details of the wilderness journey are not something that could be invented by a later writer. 14]

14] F. C. Cook, ed, Genesis - Exodus , in The Holy Bible According to the Authorized Version (A. D 1611), With An Explanatory and Critical Commentary and a Revision of the Translation, vol 1part 1 (London: John Murray, 1871), 244.

Exodus 15:27, "And they came to Elim, where were twelve wells of water, and threescore and ten palm trees: and they encamped there by the waters."

Numbers 2:1-31 - The details of the encampment of the children of Israel in the wilderness testify to an eyewitness account.

Numbers 11:7-8, "And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium. And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil."

iv) The Author Was Familiar with Ancient Egypt in Detail - The author of the Pentateuch provides descriptions about Egyptian culture that would have been difficult for a later writer to describe. For example:

Genesis 13:10, "And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar."

Genesis 16:1, "Now Sarai Abram"s wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar."

Genesis 41:43, "And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt."

The book of Acts testifies that Moses was learned in all the wisdom of Egypt, and therefore, would be qualified to describe the places and customs of this land, as is seen in the Pentateuch.

Acts 7:22, "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds."

v) The Author Lived West of the Garden of Eden- It is interesting to note that the author of Genesis refers to the East as the location of the Garden of Eden. This means that the author lived in the land of Palestine or Egypt or the Wilderness during the time of writing.

Genesis 2:8, "And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed."

However, there is much evidence of later editing. For example, the closing epilogue in Deuteronomy 34:1-12, which refers to Moses" death, could not have been written by Moses himself. Therefore, at least this closing passage was written by someone other than himself. Moses told the children of Israel in Deuteronomy 27:2-3 to write down the words of this Law. Thus, this could account for the writing of Moses" death in the book of Deuteronomy.

Deuteronomy 27:2-3, "And it shall be on the day when ye shall pass over Jordan unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, that thou shalt set thee up great stones, and plaister them with plaister: And thou shalt write upon them all the words of this law, when thou art passed over, that thou mayest go in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, a land that floweth with milk and honey; as the LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee."

Song of Solomon , it is most probable that someone other than Moses composed the book into its final form. Scholars believe that the final composition of the Old Testament Scriptures as we know it today took place during the time of Ezra the scribe.

b) External Evidence- If we look outside of Biblical literature and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, there is also support for Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch. The Babylonian Talmud says that Moses wrote the Pentateuch.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 15]

15] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

The Book of Jubilees tells us that Moses was commanded by God on Mount Sinai to write the books of the Law. 

"This is the history of the division of the days of the law and of the testimony, of the events of the years, of their (year) weeks, of their Jubilees throughout all the years of the world, as the Lord spake to Moses on Mount Sinai when he went up to receive the tables of the law and of the commandment, according to the voice of God as he said unto him, ‘Go up to the top of the Mount.'...And the angel of the presence spake to Moses according to the word of the Lord, saying: Write the complete history of the creation, how in six days the Lord God finished all His works and all that He created, and kept Sabbath on the seventh day and hallowed it for all ages." (The Book of Jubilees 11; 22) 16]

16] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 11, 13.

"‘And do thou write down for thyself all these words which I declare unto thee on this mountain, the first and the last, which shall come to pass in all the divisions of the days in the law and in the testimony and in the weeks and the jubilees unto eternity, until I descend and dwell with them throughout eternity." And He said to the angel of the presence: Write for Moses from the beginning of creation till My sanctuary has been built among them for all eternity." (The Book of Jubilees 126-28) 17]

17] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 13.

Regarding the stories found in the book of Genesis , scholars tell us that they were handed down through oral tradition. This is not unreasonable to believe at all. If you trace the genealogies in this book, you can see that Abraham was born before Noah died. Therefore, Abraham could have learned these stories from Noah himself. Abraham could have easily passed them down for several generations until the time of Moses.

Regarding oral tradition, we in the western civilization do not depend upon it too much; but the practical use of oral tradition is quickly seen by anyone having small children. My children do not go to bed, except they ask Daddy and Mommy to tell them a story. When a child sleeps on these stories, they seem to become deeply imbedded into their memory, for they remember Daddy"s stories for a long time.

If we look at the origin of the Hebrew language, we can approach it from two different perspectives. If we analyze it from a scientific linguistic approach, it becomes apparent that this language developed during the four hundred years of Egyptian bondage. Abraham came from Ur of the Chaldees and spoke that native language. Isaac and Jacob were born in the land of Canaan and probably spoke a local Canaanite language, or the language that Abraham brought from his homeland. The twelve patriarchs were born in the land of Syria. Yet, we see Moses coming out of Egypt and writing the Pentateuch in the Hebrew language. Therefore, the Hebrew language seems to have had its origin during this period of Egyptian bondage. However, ancient Jewish tradition takes a somewhat different approach to their language. They believe that it was the original language in the Garden of Eden. If we give this approach an open mind, we will understand their reasons. We believe that the language that Adam and Eve spoke was handed down to Noah and to the building of the Tower of Babel. Since we know that Abraham lived during the time of Noah, it is possible for Abraham to have spoken the language of Noah. Abraham would have handed down his language to the children of Israel. Thus, Hebrew could possibly have been the original language as stated in The Book of Jubilees (). 18]

18] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 32.

B. Date- When we observe all evidences available to date the Pentateuch, it appears to have been written by Moses during the time of the wilderness journeys of Israel around 1450 B.C. 19] However, there are evidences that these books, along with most, if not all, of the Old Testament books being edited and compiled at a later date. According to Jewish tradition, the Jews compiled their Sacred Writings after returning from the Babylonian Captivity in order to be able to copy them accurately and teach them properly to their generations. This compilation was initiated by Ezra the scribe, who returned to Jerusalem around 458 B.C. 20]

19] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R.K. Harrison, in Nelson"s Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Revised Edition (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "The Exodus."

20] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Ezra." 

1. Internal Evidence For Dating the Book of Genesis - There are a number of verses that can lead to conclusions about the date of the writing of the book of Genesis. A number of passages that suggest later editing and compilation lead us to believe that Moses certainly wrote the book of Genesis , but during the final compilation of the Holy Scriptures, the Lord allowed some editing and clarification and compilation to bring it into its present form. This final editing very likely took place during the time of Ezra the scribe. For we know that there was a great effort during the time of Ezra to compile the Scriptures in order to teach them to the people who had returned from the Babylonian captivity.

a) A Reference to the Kings of Israel- We see in Genesis 36:31 a reference to the kings of Israel. This means that the book of Genesis was not fully compiled until the kings of Israel were reigning.

Genesis 36:31, "And these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned any king over the children of Israel."

b) A Reference to the Conquest of Joshua - We see that the Canaanites were no longer in the land of Israel ( Genesis 1:6). Thus, the Conquest by Joshua had taken place. However, some scholars say that the Canaanites were not fully removed from the land until the days of King Solomon.

Genesis 12:6, "And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land."

Genesis 13:7, "And there was a strife between the herdmen of Abram"s cattle and the herdmen of Lot"s cattle: and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land."

c) Many References to the Author's Clarification of the Names of Cities and Places after the Conquest of Joshua - Several of the names of places used in the book of Genesis originate from the names of individuals that lived in a later period of Jewish history. 

i) For example, Hebron is the name of the burial place for Abraham.

Genesis 13:18, "Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD."

Yet, Hebron was the grandson of Levi, one of the twelve sons of Jacob.

Exodus 6:16, "And these are the names of the sons of Levi according to their generations; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari: and the years of the life of Levi were an hundred thirty and seven years."

Exodus 6:18, "And the sons of Kohath; Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel: and the years of the life of Kohath were an hundred thirty and three years."

During the conquest of Canaan, many of the cities were renamed with Hebrew names. This was the case with the city of Hebron. Note:

Joshua 14:15, "And the name of Hebron before was Kirjatharba; which Arba was a great man among the Anakims. And the land had rest from war."

Joshua 15:13, "And unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh he gave a part among the children of Judah, according to the commandment of the LORD to Joshua , even the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron."

Joshua 15:54, "And Humtah, and Kirjatharba, which is Hebron, and Zior; nine cities with their villages:"

Joshua 21:11, "And they gave them the city of Arba the father of Anak, which city is Hebron, in the hill country of Judah, with the suburbs thereof round about it."

Judges 1:10, "And Judah went against the Canaanites that dwelt in Hebron: (now the name of Hebron before was Kirjatharba:) and they slew Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai."

Thus, the name "Hebron" was not used for this city until after the conquest of Joshua. Song of Solomon , how does it appear in the book of Genesis? The most likely answer is the same one that explains this type of question in many of the Old Testament books. That Isaiah , the Old Testament probably received its final compilation during the period of Ezra , the scribe, after the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity. During this final compilation, many of the books were edited to clarify questionable verses, or edited in order to tie books together historically, such as is done in the ending of 2Chronicles and the beginning of Ezra , whose text is the same.

ii) Dan is mentioned in Genesis 14:14. However, we know that the city of Laish was not called Dan until Judges 18:29, far after the Conquest of Joshua.

Genesis 14:14, "And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan."

Judges 18:29, "And they called the name of the city Daniel , after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first."

iii) The name of the city Bethlehem is used twice in the book of Genesis. It is used in a manner that clarifies for the readers an ancient name of a city that is now known by a more modern name.

Genesis 35:19, "And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.

Genesis 48:7, "And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem."

Yet, we know that Salma, the son of Caleb, was the father of Bethlehem.

1 Chronicles 2:50-51, "These were the sons of Caleb the son of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah; Shobal the father of Kirjathjearim, Salma the father of Bethlehem, Hareph the father of Bethgader."

Therefore, it appears that the name of this city was not given until after the Conquest of Canaan.

iv) The name of the city called Ephrath, or Bethlehem, is used three times in the book of Genesis.

Genesis 35:16, "And they journeyed from Bethel; and there was but a little way to come to Ephrath: and Rachel travailed, and she had hard labour."

Genesis 35:19, "And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem."

Genesis 48:7, "And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem."

Yet, we find that this is a Hebrew name of Caleb"s wife. Thus, this city was probably given this name after the Conquest of Canaan.

1 Chronicles 2:19, "And when Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur."

Because of these name changes during the years following the conquest of the land of Canaan by Joshua , many of the names of cities and places were changed by the Israelites. The author of the book of Genesis appears to be writing to readers who are unfamiliar with the pre-conquest names of cities and places in Canaan. For this reason, he adds side notes to explain the more ancient title of a city or the location of a place. 

Genesis 13:18, "Then Abram removed his tent, and came and dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built there an altar unto the LORD."

Genesis 14:6, "And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto Elparan, which is by the wilderness."

Genesis 14:15, "And he divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. "

Genesis 23:17, "And the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, were made sure"

Genesis 25:9, "And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, which is before Mamre;"

Genesis 33:18, "And Jacob came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padanaram; and pitched his tent before the city."

Genesis 35:6, "So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that Isaiah , Bethel, he and all the people that were with him."

Genesis 49:30, "In the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplace."

Genesis 50:10, "And they came to the threshingfloor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days."

The book of Genesis has an unusually large amount of references to dual names of cities and places. This means that the author gives the recent name as well as an ancient name for many cities. Note:

Genesis 14:2, "That these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar."

Genesis 14:3, "All these were joined together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea."

Genesis 14:7, "And they returned, and came to Enmishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezontamar."

Genesis 14:8, "And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim;"

Genesis 14:17, "And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king"s dale."

Genesis 35:6, "So Jacob came to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan, that Isaiah , Bethel, he and all the people that were with him."

Genesis 35:19, "And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem."

Genesis 35:27, "And Jacob came unto Isaac his father unto Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned."

Genesis 48:7, "And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the same is Bethlehem."

Genesis 50:11, "And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was called Abelmizraim, which is beyond Jordan."

It is likely that these name changes did not take place until the children of Israel had conquered the land of Canaan under the leadership of Joshua. Otherwise, how could the Israelites impose new names on cities and places that were under someone else"s control?

d) References to the Davidic Royal Dynasty- The importance of the story of Judah and Tamar in Genesis 38:1-30 lies in the fact that David, the king of Israel, was of the lineage of one of the twins conceived in this wicked manner. The story of Judah and Tamar was especially important to the Israelites during the period of the kingdom as they sought to trace the genealogy of the royal Davidic lineage because of its emphasis upon his ancestors. Whether this story found itself within the book of Genesis immediately by the hand of Moses or later during the compilation of the Holy Scriptures after the Babylonian captivity or somewhere in between does not weaken its divine inspiration, for God has ultimately handed us the Old Testament as we have it today. Moses could have very easily selected and written the story of Judah and Tamar by inspiration. Or, like several passages in the book of Genesis , the story of Judah and Tamar may suggest later editing and compilation when the Davidic lineage was well established with the children of Israel.

In addition to evidences of later editing and compilation, we do find within the book of Genesis clear references to the state or condition of Canaan at the time of the writing of the book of Genesis. This appears with the use of the phrase "unto this day":

Genesis 19:37, "And the firstborn bare a Song of Solomon , and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day." 

Genesis 19:38, "And the younger, she also bare a Song of Solomon , and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day."

Genesis 22:14, "And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen."

Genesis 26:33, "And he called it Shebah: therefore the name of the city is Beersheba unto this day."

Genesis 32:32, "Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob"s thigh in the sinew that shrank."

Genesis 35:20, "And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel"s grave unto this day."

Genesis 47:26, "And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part; except the land of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh"s."

2. Dating the Book of Exodus - We know from Exodus 16:35 that the book of Exodus was not fully written until the children of Israel finished their wilderness journey.

Exodus 16:35, "And the children of Israel did eat manna forty years, until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of Canaan."

In addition, during the years following the Conquest of Canaan by Joshua , many of the names of cities and places were changed by the Israelites. The author of the book of Exodus appears to be written to readers who are unfamiliar with the pre-conquest names of cities and places in Canaan. Thus, Exodus was at least compiled or edited after the Conquest when many names were changed. Note:

Exodus 16:1, "And they took their journey from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departing out of the land of Egypt."

3. Dating the Book of Numbers - In 1979 one of Israel's leading archaeologists named Gabriel Barkay found two small silver scrolls in a Jerusalem tomb, which were dated around 600 B.C. These tiny scrolls contained the priestly benediction from Numbers 6:24-26, "The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace," which proves that the Old Testament was being copied in ancient Israel during the fifth-century B.C. 21]

21] Brent Thompson, "Respected Archaeologist Recounts Discovery of Oldest Bible Text," in Southwestern News, Spring 2007, Vol 65, no 3, 33; Clyde E. Fant, and Mitchell G. Reddish, Lost Treasures of the Bible: Understanding the Bible Through Archaeological Artifacts in World Museums (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdman Publishing, 2008), page 405.

4. Dating the Book of Deuteronomy - The Exodus from Egypt took place about 1440 B.C. 22] The children of Israel arrived on the plains of Moab about 1400 B.C, forty years after Exodus. Here is where Moses spoke to the children of Israel the contents of the book of Deuteronomy. This book covers less than a two-month period, which includes a thirty-day mourning for the death of Moses.

22] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Exodus."

Deuteronomy 1:3, "And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that the LORD had given him in commandment unto them;"

We find a reference to this writing during the time of King Josiah, who reigned over Judah circa 640-609 B.C. 23]

23] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Josiah." 

2 Kings 22:8, "And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it."

Note the phrase, "Unto this day":

Deuteronomy 2:22, "As he did to the children of Esau, which dwelt in Seir, when he destroyed the Horims from before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead even unto this day:"

Deuteronomy 3:14, "Jair the son of Manasseh took all the country of Argob unto the coasts of Geshuri and Maachathi; and called them after his own name, Bashanhavothjair, unto this day."

Deuteronomy 10:8, "At that time the LORD separated the tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the covenant of the LORD, to stand before the LORD to minister unto him, and to bless in his name, unto this day."

Deuteronomy 11:4, "And what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto their horses, and to their chariots; how he made the water of the Red sea to overflow them as they pursued after you, and how the LORD hath destroyed them unto this day;"

Deuteronomy 34:6, "And he buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day."

C. Recipients- According to ancient Jewish tradition which we can read in The Book of Jubilees (14-5), the Jews believed that during the forty days that Moses was with the Lord on Mount Sinai, the Lord taught him the history that is recorded in the book of Genesis and told him to write it down in a book so that it could be taught to the children of Israel and to their posterity. 24] So the primary recipients would be the Israelites. Of course, the New Testament Church also receives the Old Testament as Sacred Scripture and as recipients to these writings.

24] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 11.

D. Literary Style - The discussion of the literary styles of the Pentateuch will deal with (1) Four Literary Styles are Woven Together, and (2) The Torah (Law).

1. Four Literary Styles are Woven Together - It is generally agreed that the Pentateuch consists of a combination of four genre, or literary types, the author having used narrative material, poetry, law, and genealogical lists woven together to produce the story of Israel's establishment as a nation.

2. The Torah (Law) - F. F. Bruce says, "[T]he Rabbis calculated that the Law consisted of 613precepts - 365 of them being negative (one for every day of the year), and 248 of them being positive (one for every part of the body)." 25] Sailhamer says that there are 611laws listed in the Pentateuch, which equals the numerical value of the Hebrew word "Torah" ( תורה). He notes that "the traditional number of laws in the Pentateuch (613) is obtained by treating both Deuteronomy 6:4 (the "Shema") and Exodus 20:2 ("I am the Lord your God") as ‘laws.'" He adds that the laws listed in the "Covenant Codes" ( Exodus 21:1 to Exodus 23:12) are 42 (7 x 6), which was in intentional multiple of seven. In addition, there are 375 proverbs in Solomon's First Collection ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 22:16), which equals the numerical value of Solomon's Hebrew name. He says there are His point is that such numerical coincidences reflect deliberate composition by the ancient Jewish scribes, and concludes that the laws, as well as the statutes, were not intended to be exhaustive. 26]

25] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 142.

26] See John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 257.

E. Purpose - Scholars identify a number of purposes for the writing of the Pentateuch. They considered these books (1) Didactic, (2) Prophetic (Eschatological).

1. Didactic- The purpose of historical narrative material is to present past events for the purpose of instructing the reader in his present lifestyle. In such narrative material, we find that the events are recorded and structured in such a way that it presents the views of the writer as to why such events took place. In other words, this narrative material is written from the author's interpretation of such events. He will then place emphasis upon the particular events that support his views of history. 

The author of the Pentateuch, which by strong tradition is Moses, will select historical events that reveal God's redemptive plan for mankind by establishing a holy nation, the people of Israel. He will leave out an enormous amount of history with which he was familiar in order to show the children of Israel their divine heritage.

2. Prophetic (Eschatological) - The structure of the Pentateuch reveals the message that the events of the past determine the events of the future. The Pentateuch consists of a combination of four literary types, the author having used narrative material, poetry, law and genealogical lists woven together to produce the story of Israel's establishment as a nation. We can clearly see that the book of Genesis is divided into ten major genealogies that take us from the creation of Adam to the birth of the nation of Israel. John Sailhamer makes an interesting comment on a pattern that can be seen in how these literary types are placed together throughout the Pentateuch. 27] He says that the author of the Pentateuch often ended his narrative material with poetry followed by an epilogue. For example, we find a brief poetic statement made by Adam ( Genesis 2:23) followed by a short epilogue ( Genesis 2:24) closing the story of the creation of Adam and Eve ( Genesis 2:4-25). He suggests that the story of the Fall ( Genesis 3:1-24) closes with a poetic discourse ( Genesis 3:14-19) followed by an epilogue ( Genesis 3:20-24). The story of Cain killing Abel ( Genesis 4:1-26) also ends with poetry ( Genesis 4:23-24) and closes with an epilogue ( Genesis 4:25-26). The genealogy of Noah ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29) ends with the poetic material which curses Canaan ( Genesis 9:25-27) followed by an epilogue ( Genesis 9:28-29). The genealogies of Adam ( Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8) and of the sons of Noah ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9) both end with God's prophetic judgment and a closing remedy to judge mankind. The genealogy of Abraham (and Terah) ( Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11) ends with the story of Isaac taking Rebekah as his wife. At the closing of this story, she receives a prophetic blessing from her people ( Genesis 24:60) and this genealogy ends with an epilogue ( Genesis 25:7-11). The story of Joseph (chpts 37-48) ends with a lengthy poetic prophecy by Jacob (chpt 49) followed by a closing epilogue (chpt 50). 

27] John H. Sailhamer, Genesis , in The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 2, eds. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1976-1992), in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), comments in "Introduction: 4. Purpose: a. Compositional Analysis of the Pentateuch."

Sailhamer goes on to say that the story of the Exodus ( Exodus 1-14) is followed by poetry ( Exodus 15). At the end of Israel's forty-year wilderness journey, the author places the poetic prophecies of Balaam ( Numbers 23-24). Finally, the five books of the Pentateuch end with the song of Moses ( Deuteronomy 32-33) followed by a closing epilogue ( Deuteronomy 34). 

Sailhamer also notes a common pattern in the lengthy poetic prophecies of Jacob ( Genesis 49), Balaam ( Numbers 23-24) and Moses ( Deuteronomy 32-33). All three of these men call together an audience and proclaim what will take place in the future of the history of the nation of Israel. All three prophecies use a common Hebrew phrase "in the days to come" which is found in only one other place in the Pentateuch, giving us a clue as to the fact that this material is structured in a common pattern. The fact that all three of these poetic passages give us a prophecy of the coming Messiah reveals that they all have a common eschatological theme. As we look back as the other brief poetic material, we find another Messianic prophecy ( Genesis 3:15). It appears as if the narrative material sets the course for the eschatological message found within the poetic material. In other words, the actions of mankind found in the narratives have divine consequences in the future history of mankind and particularly in the nation of Israel. This pattern could be explained as a customary way of writing narrative material during the time of the author, with the understanding that this was also the way that God inspired Moses to record this material for us. 

This pattern is found outside of the Pentateuch. We see how the book of Joshua closes with a non-poetic, but prophetic speech, by Joshua followed by an epilogue. We also see how the life of David closes with a poetic farewell speech in 2 Samuel 22:1 to 2 Samuel 23:7. 

F. The Three-fold Thematic Scheme of the Pentateuch: A Foundation to the Other Three Divisions of the Old Testament - The theme of the Holy Bible is the redemption of mankind by God the Father, Jesus the Song of Solomon , and God the Holy Spirit. The foundational theme of the Old Testament emphasizes the office and ministry of God the Father in His divine plan of redemption through His foreknowledge and divine election of men. More specifically, the Old Testament testifies of God's plan of redemption for the nation of Israel as His messenger to the nations. The Old Testament repeatedly established the fact that God the Father has a plan of redemption and that He continuously intervenes in the affairs of mankind in order to fulfill His plan of redemption. 

The Pentateuch is woven together as the first major division of the Holy Scriptures with a three-fold thematic scheme. (1) Primary Theme- The primary, foundational theme of the Pentateuch is the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. (2) Secondary Theme- Each book of the Pentateuch has a secondary theme that supports this central theme, providing the evidence to prove that the God of Israel is one God, who had dominion over all other gods worshipped by depraved humanity. Collectively, the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch reveal the establishment of the nation of Israel above the nations of the earth through worship of YHWH, who has chosen Israel through His foreknowledge and divine election to be His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. The five books of the Pentateuch form a thematic scheme of God's plan of redemption for the nation of Israel and for the heathen nations with their secondary themes. This thematic scheme follows the structure found in Romans 8:29-30, which is predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. (3) The Third Theme- The third theme of the Pentateuch is an imperative theme, and it is also found in the Shema, where Moses commands Israel to love YHWH their God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength ( Deuteronomy 6:5). 

Some scholars suggest that Genesis 1-11serves as the introduction of the first five books of the Old Testament as this material lays the foundation for the birth of Abraham, who is the father of the nation of Israel. This introduction serves to tell the nation of Israel that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the same God who created all things in the beginning, in the Creation Story. With this point established in these early chapters of Genesis , the theme of God's plan to use the people of Israel to bring mankind and His creation back to its original purpose of a righteous people being fruitful, multiplying, and taking dominion of the earth. However, the Creation Story ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3) testifies of God's predestined plan for mankind, while Genesis 2-50 is structured into ten genealogies where God calls mankind into His plan of redemption.

The rest of the books of the Old Testament (the historical, poetic, and prophetic books) provide supporting evidence that Israel, as well as mankind, have failed to fulfill this basic commandment so that both Jew and Gentile stand in need of redemption. The historical books testify of Israel's efforts to love God with all of their strength, and having failed, these people stand in need of a redeemer, the Messiah. The books of poetry testify of Israel's efforts to love God with all of their heart, and having failed, these people stand in need of redemption. The books of prophecy help Israel understand their need of redemption by giving a clear testimony of their failure to love God. These prophetic books close with a prediction of Israel's future hope of redemption. It is this holy nation that will give birth to the Messiah who will again restore righteousness upon the earth. We can easily see the theme of the Pentateuch by examining the themes of the five books of the Pentateuch together. God's chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind comes through the nation of Israel. It is this holy nation that will give birth to the Messiah, who will again restore righteousness upon the earth through the restoration of Israel, as Paul the apostle explains in Romans 9-11.

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF GENESIS

Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Genesis will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 28] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

28] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 29]

29] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Genesis will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Moses was the author of the book of Genesis , writing during the period of Israel's wilderness journey.

I. The Title
There are a number of ancient titles associated with the book of Genesis.

A. The Ancient Jewish Title "In the Beginning" - Henry Swete says ancient Jews titled the five books of the Pentateuch, Proverbs , and Lamentations by identifying a key word in the opening verses. 30] The Hebrew title for Genesis was "Bereshith" ( בְּרֵאשִׁ֖ית), which comes from the opening Hebrew word of this book, meaning "in the beginning." Origen (A.D. c 185 - c 254) testifies to the use of this title by the ancient Jews until his day. 31] Jerome (A.D 342to 420) was familiar with this title as well. 32] The title ( בראשית) can be found in the standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 33]

30] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

31] Eusebius, the early Church historian, writes, "Farther on he says: ‘The twenty-two books of the Hebrews are the following: That which is called by us Genesis , but by the Hebrews , from the beginning of the book, Bresith, which means, ‘In the beginning';" see Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

32] Jerome says, "The first of these books is called Bresith, to which we give the name Genesis." See Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

33] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77).

B. The Modern English Title "Genesis" - Today, English bibles use the title " Genesis ," which finds it origin in the Greek title used in the LXX " γένεσις ," which means "origination, genealogy," (Zodhiates). Henry Swete suggests this title came from Genesis 2:4, " αὕτη ἡ βίβλος γενέσεως οὐρανοῦ καὶ γῆς…" 34] Philo (20 B.C - A.D 50) called the book by its Greek name γένεσις,. 35] This Greek title was known by Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190). 36] The Vulgate uses the Latin title "Genesis (liber)," 37] from which the English title "Genesis" is derived. There are some variations to this title. For example, the Codex Alexandrinus (5th C.) uses the longer title " γένεσις κόσμου ." 38] Since the title "Genesis" is used as far back as the LXX, Henry Swete and George Gray believe it is "of Alexandrian and pre-Christian origin." 39] The Greek/English title reflects the contents of the book, which deals with origin and genealogy of the nation of Israel.

34] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215.

35] Herbert E. Ryle, Philo and Holy Scripture (London: Macmillan and Company, 1895), xxii.

36] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." See Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

37] Biblia Sacra Juxta Vulgatam Clementinam, ed. electronica (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

38] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 202.

39] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Numbers , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, editors Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903), xxi.

II. Historical Background
In the historical background, we will look at (A) the source of the historical material recorded in Genesis , (B) a comparison of ancient oriental laws with the culture of the patriarchs in the Book of Genesis , and (C) patriarchal worship in the book of Genesis prior to Mosaic Temple worship.

A. The Source of Historical Material Recorded in the Book of Genesis - One obvious question that arises as to the contents of the book of Genesis is how the author obtained such detailed history of the ancient world as far back as the Creation Story and Adam and Eve. (1) Oral Tradition- One of the most popular views is to suggest that the stories contained in the book of Genesis was handed down through oral tradition for generations until Moses finally recorded it under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. This is possible when one understands the high level of authority that oral tradition held in the oriental cultures. In addition, Abraham was born before the death of Noah, and he could have heard these ancient narratives directly from him. (2) Divine Revelation to Moses- If we research ancient Jewish writings outside the Holy Scriptures, we find another view on how he obtained the knowledge to write the book of Genesis. Written by a Pharisee in the early second century B. C, The Book of Jubilees (14) states that God revealed the entire contents of Genesis to Moses while he was on Mount Sinai receiving the Ten Commandments, "And Moses was on the Mount forty days and forty nights, and God taught him the earlier and the later history of the division of all the days of the law and of the testimony." In addition, this book tells us of how the patriarchs before Moses received divine visitations in which God revealed to them both past and future historical events, and it also tells of a number of writings that were handed down to the sons of Jacob from the time of Enoch (The Book of Jubilees 1227; 2110; 4516). Thus, it is not improbable that the children of Israel had a number of written historical documents while in Egyptian bondage.

B. A Comparison of Ancient Oriental Laws with the Culture of the Patriarchs in the Book of Genesis - Amraphel, king of Shinar ( Genesis 14:1), is commonly identified as Hammurabi (1945-1902 B.C.), who was a contemporary of Abraham (ISBE). 40] This is believed to be the same King Hammurabi who wrote The Code of Hammurabi, which reveals to us today the fact that a civilization existed in Abraham"s time that was highly organized, with civil laws, schools, an alphabet, a system of weights and measures, architecture, and irrigation. This Sumerian civilization ruled by King Hammurabi appears to reach its zenith during this period in history. It is believed that these laws were used throughout the entire Middle Eastern region. We find many instances throughout the book of Genesis in which Abraham and his sons followed these laws before God gave the nation of Israel the Mosaic Law. The Companion Bible by E. W. Bullinger provides list of similarities, of which some are provided below. 41] The translation of The Code of Hammurabi is taken from Robert Harper. 42]

40] T. G. Pinches, "Amraphel," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

41] E. W. Bullinger, Appendix 15: Law Before Sinai, in The Companion Bible Being The Authorized Version of 1611With The Structures And Notes, Critical, Explanatory and Suggestive And With 198 Appendixes (London: Oxford University Press, c 1909-22), 22-3.

42] Robert F. Harper, The Code of Hammurabi King of Babylon About 2250 B.C. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1904).

"The law of adoption made Eliezer Abram's heir ( Genesis 15:1-21). 191."

#191. If a Prayer of Manasseh , who has taken a young child as a son and reared him, establish his own house and acquire children, and set his face to cut off the adopted Song of Solomon , that son shall not go his way. The father who reared him shall give to him of his goods one third the portion of a son and he shall go. He shall not give to him of field, garden or house.

"The giving of Hagar to Abraham ( Genesis 16:1-16); and of Bilhah ( Genesis 30:4) and Zilpah ( Genesis 30:9) to Jacob, accorded with this code. 146."

#146. If a man take a wife and she give a maid servant to her husband, and that maid servant bear children and afterwards would take rank with her mistress; because she has borne children, her mistress may not sell her for money, but she may reduce her to bondage and count her among the maid servants.

"The purchase of Machpelah by Abraham ( Genesis 23:1-20) was conducted in strict conformity with its commercial enactments. 7."

#7. If H man purchase silver or gold, manservant or maid servant, ox, sheep or ass, or anything else from a man"s Song of Solomon , or from a man"s servant without witnesses or contracts, or if he receive (the same) in trust, that man shall be put to death as a thief.

"The taking of life for stealing, proposed by Jacob to Laban ( Genesis 31:32), was enacted by this code, which punished sacrilege with death. 6."

#6. If a man steal the property of a god (temple) or palace, that man shall be put to death; and he who receives from his hand the stolen (property) shall also be put to death.

"The taking of life by burning, with which Judah threatened his daughter-in-law Tamar ( Genesis 38:24), is also according to the Babylonian code. 110."

#110. If a priestess who is not living in a MAL.GE.A, open a wineshop or enter a wine-shop for a drink, they shall burn that woman.

"The proposal of Joseph's steward, that the one with whom the cup was found should die ( Genesis 44:9), harmonized with the law punishing with death any theft from a palace. 6."

#6. If a man steal the property of a god (temple) or palace, that man shall be put to death; and he who receives from his hand the stolen (property) shall also be put to death.

"The giving of a special portion by Jacob to his favourite son Joseph ( Genesis 48:22) was provided for by this code. 165."

#165. If a man present field, garden or house to his favorite son and write for him a sealed deed; after the father dies, when the brothers divide, he shall take the present which the father gave him. and over and above they shall divide the goods of the father"s house equally.

"The cutting off of Reuben from his birthright ( Genesis 49:4) was the prescribed way of punishing his offence according to Khammurabi's law. 158."

#158. It a man. after (the death of) his father, be taken in the bosom of the chief wife (of his father) who has borne children, that man shall be cut off from his father"s house. 

"The inability of Abram to sell Hagar ( Genesis 16:6). 119."

#119. If a man be in debt and he sell his maid servant who has borne him children, the owner of the maid servant (i. e, the man in debt) shall repay the money which the merchant paid (him), and he shall ransom his maid servant.

C. Patriarchal Worship in the Book of Genesis Prior to Mosaic Temple Worship- The book of Genesis reveals to us the earliest forms of worship. Men of God built stone altars, sacrificed innocent animals by shedding blood, then made prayer and intercession unto God. 

Genesis 3:8 Adam walked with God in the cool of the day
Genesis 4:4 Abel's blood sacrifice

Genesis 5:22 Enoch walked with God

Genesis 8:20 Noah - Built an altar

Genesis 12:7-8 Abram - Built an altar

Genesis 13:4; Genesis 13:18 Abram - Built an altar

Genesis 21:33 Abraham - Planted a grove

Genesis 22:9 Abraham - Built an altar

Genesis 24:63 Isaac - Built an altar

Genesis 26:25 Isaac - Built an altar

Genesis 28:18 Jacob - Built an altar

Genesis 31:54 Jacob - Built an altar

Genesis 33:20 Israel - Built an altar

Genesis 35:1; Genesis 35:7 Israel - Built an altar

Genesis 46:1 Israel - Built an altar

Others cried out to God without altars and burnt offerings ( Genesis 4:26).

Genesis 4:26, "Then began men to call upon the name of the Lord."

Note also that Job offered burnt offerings ( Job 1:5).

III. Authorship
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

IV. Date
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

V. Recipients
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

VI. Occasion
According to ancient Jewish tradition, which we can read in The Book of Jubilees (14-5), the Jews believed that during the forty days that Moses was with the Lord on Mount Sinai, the Lord taught him the history that is recorded in the book of Genesis and told him to write it down in a book so that it could be taught to the children of Israel and to their posterity. This would have occasioned the writing of the book of Genesis.

LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 43]

43] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the children of Israel in the wilderness, the author of the book of Genesis chose to write using the literary style of the historical narrative. Thus, the book of Genesis is assigned to the literary genre called "historical narrative literature." 

There are a number of characteristics about the book of Genesis that distinguish it from the other books of the Old Testament canon. In the area of hermeneutics, we will look at the narrative genre of the book of Genesis. In the area of grammar and syntax, we will look at key words used in the book of Genesis. In the area of biblical theology, we will make a discuss the narrative genre of the book of Genesis , look at one aspect of its grammar and syntax, compare Genesis with the book of Revelation , look at Christ in the book of Genesis , evaluate the principle of sowing and reaping in the book of Genesis , and note the progressive depravity of mankind in the book of Genesis.

A. Hermeneutics: The Narrative Genre of the Book of Genesis - The book of Genesis is largely historical narrative material, recording the events in the lives of the Patriarchs who were the forefathers of the Jewish nation:

1. Abraham"s life
75 - Left Haran- Genesis 12:4
85 - Hagar given to Abram- Genesis 16:3
86 - Ishmael born- Genesis 16:3; Genesis 16:6
99 - Sarah was about 90 - Genesis 17:1
100 - Isaac born- Genesis 21:5; Genesis 17:21 (Sarah was about 90 yrs old- Genesis 17:17) about 137 - Sarah died- Genesis 23:1
140 - Isaac married at age 40 - Genesis 25:20 - hence "comforted" Genesis 24:67
175 - Abraham died- Genesis 25:7
2. Ishmael"s life
Age 14 - Isaac born

Age 54 - Isaac marries Rebecca

Age 89 - Abraham dies

Age 137 - Ishmael dies ( Genesis 25:17)

3. Isaac"s life
Age 40 - Marries Rebecca ( Genesis 25:20
Age 60 - Esau and Jacob born ( Genesis 25:26)

Age 75 - Abraham dies ( Genesis 25:7)

Age 180 - Isaac dies ( Genesis 35:28)

B. Grammar and Syntax: Key Words Used in the Book of Genesis - The Hebrew word for "name" occurs more times in the book of Genesis (at least one hundred times) than any other book of the Holy Bible. The book of Psalm comes close at ninety nine times. This word "name" is used often because this is the book of beginnings. All things are created by the spoken word, and everything has been given a name.

C. Biblical Theology: A Comparison of Genesis with the Book of Revelation - Perry Stone gives us an interesting comparison of the chronological events in the book of Revelation with the book of Genesis. In order to do this, he explains that the events recorded in Genesis are symbolic of and in reverse order to these comparable events in Revelation. 44] For example:

44] Perry Stone, interviewed by Rod Parsley, Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Genesis 11shows the rise of Babylon. This is comparable with the rise of Antichrist (which is the spirit behind Islam) in Revelation that will persecute the Church of Jesus Christ.

Genesis 6-8 shows the story of the Flood, which he compares to the time of violence that covers the earth just before the Second Coming of Christ.

Genesis 5 mentions the rapture of Enoch, which he compares to the rapture of the Church that takes place during the midst of an era of violence upon the earth.

Genesis 4mentions Lamech's revenge that would be seven-fold. He suggests this is symbolic of the coming 7-year Tribulation Period.

Genesis 3gives us the account of the Fall in the Garden, and the Messianic prophecy of Christ putting His heel upon the head of the serpent. This would be symbolic of Christ defeating Satan at the end of the Tribulation Period and casting him into the bottomless pit.

Genesis 1-2gives us the account of creation when the earth was perfect and in order. This is comparable to the last chapters of Revelation when God will create a new heavens and a new earth.

D. Biblical Theology: Christ in the Book of Genesis - There are several prophetic references to the Lord Jesus Christ in the book of Genesis:

1. He will be born of a virgin, which is called the "seed of woman."

Genesis 3:15, "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." 

2. He will suffer for the sins of His people, but He will rise from the dead and conquer Satan.

Genesis 3:15, "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel."

3. He will offer Himself as a sacrifice and be raised from the dead.

Genesis 22:2, "And he said, Take now thy Song of Solomon , thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of."

4. He will bless all nations.

Genesis 22:18, "And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice."

5. He shall be a ruler over His people.

Genesis 49:10, "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be."

6. He will be a Judge and bring judgment on sin.

Genesis 49:11-12, "Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass"s colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk."

E. Biblical Theology: The Principle of Sowing and Reaping in the Book of Genesis - We find the principle of sowing and reaping throughout the book of Genesis. The book of Genesis shows us how God set the world in order and what seeds were planted which are now bearing fruits on this earth. We observe that the first two gifts that God gave man in Genesis were:

1. Dominion- Genesis 1:26-30.

2. Sowing and reaping - 2 Corinthians 9 shows that God will never leave a sower without seed.

2 Corinthians 9:10, "Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;"

God gave man these two gifts so that he could determine his own destiny.

F. Biblical Theology: The Progressive Depravity of Mankind in the Book of Genesis - The book of Genesis reveals the progressive degradation in the heart of the human race:

a. Genesis 1 - The creation of man. This is similar to Romans 1:19-20.

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

b. Genesis 4:16, "Cain went out of the presence of the Lord." This is similar to Romans 1:21.

Romans 1:21, "Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened."

c. Genesis 6:5, "every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually." This is similar to Romans 1:21.

Romans 1:21, "Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened."

d. Genesis 11 - Tower of Babel. This is similar to Romans 1:22.

Romans 1:22, "Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,"

e. Joshua 24:2 - Abraham"s fathers served other gods. This is similar to Romans 1:23.

Romans 1:23, "And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible Prayer of Manasseh , and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things."

f. Genesis 19 - Sodom and Gomorrah. This is similar to Romans 1:23.

Romans 1:23, "And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible Prayer of Manasseh , and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things."

This same progression of degradation in the heart of man can be found in the book of Romans:

a. Man knows that there is a God by creation. ( Romans 1:19-20)

b. Man stop give God the glory He alone deserves. ( Romans 1:21)

c. Man lives life according to vain imaginations, which darkens his heart. ( Romans 1:21-23)

d. Man fills his life with impurity. ( Romans 1:24-25)

e. Man goes deeper into perversion, knowing no boundaries to sin. ( Romans 1:26-27)

f. Man"s mind loses its ability for moral judgment. ( Romans 1:28-32)

This progress of depravity can develop in a nation as well as in an individual. In the time of Noah, man had progressed to a state of depravity that God had to destroy them.

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 45]

45] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Genesis , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Genesis for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
A. Internal Evidence- The book of Genesis serves as an introduction to the Pentateuch in that it prepares the reader for the establishment of the "theocratic institution" called the nation of Israel. 46] The Pentateuch consists of a combination of four literary types, or genre in accomplishing this purpose. The author used narrative material, poetry, law, and genealogical lists woven together to produce the story of origin of mankind and the establishment of the nation of Israel. Within the literary structure of the book of Genesis , we can clearly see that it begins with the Creation Story followed by ten major genealogies that take us from the creation of Adam to the birth of the nation of Israel. Within this structure, we can identify several purposes.

46] Donald McDonald, Introduction to the Pentateuch: An Inquiry, Critical and Doctrinal, into the Genuineness, Authority, and Design of the Mosaic Writings, vol 1 (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1861), 216.

1. Historical- The book of Genesis clearly serves as a record of the history of the origin of mankind ( Genesis 1-11) and the nation of Israel ( Genesis 12-50). However, the history that Moses selected to record in the book of Genesis is redemptive in nature. That it, Moses recorded only the portion of history that revealed God's plan of redemption for mankind. The historical role of recording the origin of the nation of Israel in the book of Genesis reflects the foundational theme of the Pentateuch, a theme shared by all five books within this major division of the Holy Scriptures.

2. Didactic- The narrative material within the book of Genesis not only reveals ancient history; but as redemptive history, it reveals the depravity of mankind in general and the necessity of having faith in God and obedience towards Him. This book in didactic in that the reader is intended to learn from the mistakes of other men and follow in the faith of men like Abraham. This book teaches us that God is intimately involved in His creation, and that mankind is at the peak of His creation. The redemption of mankind is the focus of God's acts throughout history. The first aspect of the didactic purpose of Genesis is to establish God's original purpose and intent for His creation, which is to be fruitful and multiply, which is the central idea of the Creation Story ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3). The second didactic purpose of Genesis is to teach us that God called Abraham out from the midst of human depravity with a purpose of producing a nation of righteousness (the ten genealogies). The didactic role of Genesis reflects the secondary, structural theme of the book, which is two-fold: God predestined mankind to be fruitful and multiply righteousness offspring ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), and God called men out of human depravity to fulfill a destiny in His plan of redemption, with Abraham becoming the father of the nation of Israel, a people chosen by God to bring redemption to mankind.

3. Prophetic (Eschatological) - The book of Genesis also contains prophecies regarding the coming of the Messiah ( Genesis 3:15) and other future events ( Genesis 49) related to God's plan of redemption. We learn from the book of Genesis that there are certain events that are destined to take place in the future in fulfilment of these prophetic passages. Thus, we find an eschatological structure woven within the book of Genesis as well as the entire Pentateuch. The Pentateuch teaches us that the events of the past determine the events of the future. This prophetic role of the book of Genesis reflects it third, imperative theme, which is our response of faith in God's promises of seed of woman and the seed of Abraham redeeming mankind. We, too, are to walk in the faith of our father Abraham and fulfill our individual destinies.

B. External Evidence- The ancient Jewish writing called The Book of Jubilees states that the purpose for writing the book of Genesis is so that the generations following will know that God is righteous and has not forsaken His people in fulfilling His promises to them. The book of Genesis is to show us that God has continually intervened in the affairs of mankind so that His promises and plans would be fulfilled.

"And Moses was on the Mount forty days and forty nights, and God taught him the earlier and the later history of the division of all the days of the law and of the testimony. And He said: "Incline thine heart to every word which I shall speak to thee on this mount, and write them in a book in order that their generations may see how I have not forsaken them for all the evil which they have wrought in transgressing the covenant which I establish between Me and thee for their generations this day on Mount Sinai. And thus it will come to pass when all these things come upon them, that they will recognize that I am more righteous than they in all their judgments and in all their actions, and they will recognize that I have been truly with them. And do thou write for thyself all these words which I declare unto, thee this day, for I know their rebellion and their stiff neck, before I bring them into the land of which I sware to their fathers," (The Book of Jubilees 14-7).

VIII. Thematic Scheme
The Pentateuch is woven together as the first major division of the Holy Scriptures with a three-fold thematic scheme. (1) Primary Theme- The primary, foundational theme of the Pentateuch is the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. (2) Secondary Theme- Each book of the Pentateuch has a secondary theme that supports this central theme, providing the evidence to prove that the God of Israel is one God, who had dominion over all other gods worshipped by depraved humanity. Collectively, the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch reveal the establishment of the nation of Israel above the nations of the earth through worship of YHWH, who has chosen Israel through His foreknowledge and divine election to be His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. The five books of the Pentateuch form a thematic scheme of God's plan of redemption for the nation of Israel and for the heathen nations with their secondary themes. This thematic scheme follows the structure found in Romans 8:29-30, which is predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. (3) The Third Theme- The third theme of the Pentateuch is an imperative theme, and it is also found in the Shema, where Moses commands Israel to love YHWH their God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength ( Deuteronomy 6:5). 

The book of Genesis offers a three-fold thematic scheme that supports the central claim of the Pentateuch, the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. Thus, the foundational theme of Genesis is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a theme shared by all five books in this division of the Holy Scriptures. The book of Genesis carries two secondary themes that emphasize predestination and calling. God predestined mankind to take dominion upon the earth and God calls out men of righteousness to establish the nation of Israel. Because the book of Genesis has two secondary themes, it also has two imperative themes. We are to be fruitful and multiply and we are to walk in the steps of the faith of our father Abraham to fulfill our individual destinies.

A. Primary Theme (Foundational): The Lord is the One, True God- The foundational, underlying theme of the book of Genesis is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a claim which states that the God of Israel is the one true and holy God, who is orchestrating a plan of redemption for mankind. The central claim of the Pentateuch supports the underlying theme of the Old Testament itself, which is the theme of God the Father's foreknowledge and divine election to redeem mankind through predestination, calling, justification, and redemption ( Romans 8:29-30). 

The Primary Theme of Genesis - The book of Genesis reflects the primary theme of the Pentateuch as the Lord demonstrates His omnipotence and redemptive nature. He creates the earth, the heavens, and life as well as mankind, which took the form of seventy nations. He also called out Abraham to form a nation unto Himself.

B. Secondary Theme (Structural): (1) Predestination- God Predestined Mankind to Take Dominion upon the Earth and (2) Calling- God Calls Out Men of Righteousness to Establish the Nation of Israel- The secondary theme of the Pentateuch is the establishment of the nation of Israel by God's foreknowledge and divine election as His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. It is this holy nation that will give birth to the Messiah who will again restore righteousness upon the earth. We can easily see the secondary theme of the Pentateuch by examining the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch, which testify of predestination, calling, justification, indoctrination, divine service, perseverance, and glorification. The book of Genesis carries two of the secondary themes that make up the structure of the Pentateuch, that of predestination and calling. 

The Secondary Theme of the Individual Books of the Pentateuch- The secondary theme of the first part of the book of Genesis is the predestination of mankind to take dominion upon the earth, and theme of the second part is the origin of the nation of Israel, God's seed of righteousness, which He plans to use to accomplish the redemption of mankind. God will use several men who fulfilled their divine destinies to create the nation of Israel. These patriarchs, Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, will play leading roles in preparing for the establishment of this nation in much the same way the Gospels and the book of Acts reveals the origin of the Church and how men like Jesus Christ, Peter, Stephen, Philip the evangelist and Paul the apostle played leading roles in the establishment of the early Church. Thus, the book of Genesis is structured around the genealogies of these men of righteousness in order to explain its theme of the lineage of the nation of Israel. As the first part of the book of Exodus emphasizes deliverance, so do the Gospels testify of our redemption and set us apart from the world. As the last part of the book of Exodus emphasizes the doctrines of the nation of Israel, so to the Pauline Epistles establish Church doctrine. As the book of Leviticus establishes the order of worship for the Israelites, so does the Pastoral Epistles establish Church order. As the book of Numbers explains the perseverance of the "church" in the wilderness, so do the Catholic Epistles of Hebrews , James and 1Peter explain the perseverance of the Church. As the book of Deuteronomy is the second giving of the Law with stern warnings to persevere, so do the Catholic Epistles of 2Peter, 1, 2, 3John and Jude emphasize this same theme. Finally, the story of the conquest of Canaan in the book of Joshua is figurative of the Church entering into Heaven, as is emphasized in the book of Revelation. Note that we find two verses in the New Testament that allow us to look at the Old Testament in a figurative way of the Christian life.

Romans 15:4, "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope."

1 Corinthians 10:11, "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come."

(1) The Secondary Theme of Genesis: Predestination- Within this unfolding plan of redemption, the Creation Story ( Genesis 1:2 to Genesis 2:3) reveals God's original plan for mankind, in which he was predestined to take dominion upon the earth (see Genesis 1:26-28). We see in the book of Revelation how God will bring mankind to this final destination of righteousness and earthly dominion in the final phase of man's glorification as He restores mankind to fellowship with Him. 

(2) The Secondary Theme of Genesis: Calling- Another secondary theme, or structural theme, woven throughout the book of Genesis is origin of the nation of Israel, God's seed of righteousness, through His divine calling, through which He plans to accomplish the redemption of mankind. This theme of calling is found in the ten genealogies of the book of Genesis ( Genesis 2-50). God will call several men who then fulfilled their divine destinies to order to create the nation of Israel. These patriarchs, Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, will play leading roles in preparing for the establishment of this nation in much the same way the Gospels and the book of Acts reveals the origin of the Church and how men like Jesus Christ, Peter, Stephen, Philip the evangelist and Paul the apostle played leading roles in the establishment of the early Church. Thus, the book of Genesis is structured around the genealogies of these men of righteousness in order to explain its theme of the lineage of the nation of Israel. We can even find Paul comparing Adam to Christ. He says in Romans 5:14 that Adam served as a figurate of the coming Messiah. He takes a number of comparisons between Adam and Jesus Christ in Romans 5:6-21 and 1 Corinthians 15:1-50.

Romans 5:14, "Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam"s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come."

1 Corinthians 15:22, "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive."

1 Corinthians 15:45, "And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit."

The book of Genesis will explain man's fallen state and show us God's plan to restore man to his original state of righteousness. Thus, to bring mankind to his destination of righteousness and eternal rest seen in the book of Revelation , God must produce a righteous offspring. Thus, the theme and emphasis of God's divine calling in Genesis shows how He intervened in the lives of righteous men to become fruitful and multiply, through which He will accomplish the founding of the nation of Israel, a holy people of God. 

Regarding the role of human depravity revealed in the book of Genesis , John Sailhamer notes that the world revealed in the first book of the Holy Bible is different from the world depicted today by the unbelievers, who deny God's active role in the affairs of men. Genesis does not depict human reason as the source and answer to man's sorrows. Instead, there is a God in Heaven divinely intervening in the affairs of mankind, who is orchestrating His plan of redemption. He says the narratives in Genesis reveals "a world governed by a God who holds the people of this world responsible for their actions." 47] 

47] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 291.

C. Third Theme (Imperative): (1) Predestination- Be Fruitful and Multiply and (2) Calling- Walk in the Steps of the Faith of our Father Abraham to Fulfill Our Individual Destinies - Because the book of Genesis has two secondary themes, it also has two imperative themes that are based upon the themes of predestination and calling. These two themes reflect the third theme of the Pentateuch, which is the command to love the Lord God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength.

(1) The Imperative Theme in Predestination ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3) - In the Creation Story emphasizing predestination, which emphasizes predestination, God gives mankind the divine commission to be fruitful and multiply (righteous seed) and subdue the earth (in righteousness) (see Genesis 1:26-28). This theme is again declared to Noah after the Flood ( Genesis 9:1-7). We love the Lord God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength by being fruitful, multiplying righteous offspring, and subduing the earth.

(2) The Imperative Theme in Calling ( Genesis 2:2 to Genesis 50:26) - In the ten genealogies found in the book of Genesis , God calls mankind to faith and obedience to Him in order to fulfil a divine commission. Under the old and new covenants, man's initial response to God is to follow in the steps of Abraham, the father of our faith. We, too, are to walk in the faith of our father Abraham and fulfill our individual destinies. Illustration- Phil Edwards sums up the third theme of the book of Genesis by telling the story of when he was first given a pastorate at the age of twenty-seven. As he cried and prayed unto the Lord for help in this new position, the Lord said to him, "Walk in fellowship with me, stay humble, and you will bear seed after your kind." 48] We love the Lord God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength by walking in the same faith and obedience as our father Abraham.

48] Phil Edwards, "Meeting with Volunteers," First Assembly of God, Panama City, Florida, 12December 2010.

IX. Literary Structure
The book of Genesis is made up of an introduction ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), which is often called The Creation Story, followed by a collection of ten distinct genealogies that serve to explain the origin of the nations, and in particular, the nation of Israel ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 50:26). These ten genealogies seem to link vast expenses of time together. They confirm the lineage of Jesus in Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38. Thus, God's plan of redemption was taking place through the lineage of Israel during these generations. The story of Genesis tells us the origin of the Gentile nations, with special emphasis upon the origin of the Hebrew nation, a people who are the descendants of Abraham and chosen by God to bear the Messiah. The divisions of each of these generations are distinctly marked within the text. The important generations of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob make up the largest portion of the book of Genesis. 

Introduction: The Creation of the Heavens & the Earth Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3
1. The Generation of the Heavens and the Earth Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26 

a. The Creation of Man Genesis 2:4-25
b. The Fall Genesis 3:1-24
c. Cain and Abel Genesis 4:1-26 

2. The Generation of Adam Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8
3. The Generation of Noah Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29
4. The Generation of the Sons of Noah Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9
5. The Generation of Shem Genesis 11:10-26
6. The Generation of Terah (& Abraham) Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11
7. The Generation Ishmael Genesis 25:12-18
8. The Generation of Isaac Genesis 25:19 to Genesis 35:29
9. The Generation of Esau Genesis 36:1-43
10. The Generation of Jacob Genesis 37:1 to Genesis 50:26 49]

49] Note that there are other genealogies contained within the Holy Bible: the genealogy of Moses and Aaron from twelve sons of Jacob to Moses and Aaron ( Exodus 6:14-27), the genealogy of Moses and Aaron ( Numbers 3:1-4), the genealogy of Pharez to David the king ( Ruth 4:18-22), the numerous genealogies found in the book of 1Chronicles, the genealogy of Jesus Christ ( Matthew 1:1-17), the genealogy of Jesus Christ ( Luke 3:23-38).

The rest of the Pentateuch (Exodus to Deuteronomy) will show how God raised up this nation as a witness of His redemptive plan for mankind, who had been gathered into nations and scattered throughout the earth. 

We can find two major divisions within the book of Genesis that reveal God's foreknowledge in designing a plan of redemption to establish a righteous people upon earth. Paul reveals this four-fold plan in Romans 8:29-30 : predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. 

Romans 8:29-30, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."

The book of Genesis will reflect the first two phase of redemption, which are predestination and calling. We find in the first division in Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3 emphasizing predestination. The Creation Story gives us God's predestined plan for mankind, which is to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth with righteous offspring. The second major division is found in Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 50:25, which gives us ten genealogies, in which God calls men of righteousness to play a role in His divine plan of redemption. 

I. Introduction: The Story of Creation (Predestination) ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3) - The book of Genesis opens with an introductory passage giving the story of the creation of the heavens and the earth ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3). The Story of Creation in the book of Genesis tells us that God created the heavens and the earth in six days and rested upon the seventh day. Hebrews 11:3 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it says, announcing that God created all things by the power of His spoken word, saying, "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." While the Story of Creation reveals God's plan for all of creation to be fruitful and multiply, particular emphasis is given to His charge to mankind to multiply and fill the earth. In this introduction, God commanded the plant kingdom to procreate ( Genesis 1:11); He also commanded the creatures to be fruitful and multiply ( Genesis 1:22); and He commanded Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply in order to take dominion over the earth ( Genesis 1:28). God created life in a progression of higher order with each order receiving a more important command. Thus, God's original destiny for each order of His creation was to be fruitful and to multiply with the lower orders serving the higher orders. The law of multiplication is still a fundamental law governing His eternal destiny for creation. One preacher said that if a person can believe the story of Creation, then he can believe the rest of the Bible. 

Everything that God does, He does for a purpose. The calling and destiny of the plant kingdom was to procreate after itself ( Genesis 1:11). The calling and destiny of the animal kingdom was to be fruitful and to multiply ( Genesis 1:22). Man's calling and destiny was to be fruitful, and to multiply and to take dominion over the earth ( Genesis 1:28). It is interesting to note that God did not command the plant kingdom in the same way He did the animals and man plants do not have a mind and reasoning faculties as do the higher kingdoms. The next section of the book of Genesis called the Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth ( Genesis 3:1 to Genesis 4:26) will show how man failed in his calling and brought all of creation into vanity and travail. While each of the ten genealogies recorded in the book of Genesis open with a divine commission and end with the fulfillment of that commission, the divine commission that God gave Adam in the Story of Creation remains incomplete until the fulfillment of biblical prophecy and the new heavens and earth restore man to his original purpose and intent.

In addition, everything that God created was designed to give itself in divine service in order to fulfill its destiny and purpose. The sun serves the divine role of giving its light in order to sustain life on earth. The heavenly bodies were created to serve as signs and wonders in the sky. The land was created to serve as a habitat for creeping creature and the beasts of the earth. The waters were created to serve as a habitat for fish. The sky was created to serve as a habitat for birds. Thus, the sun, moon, stars, earth, seas, and sky were created to support life on earth. The plant kingdom was created to serve as food and shelter for animals and mankind. The animal kingdom was created to serve man. In fact, every plant species and animal species was created to serve mankind in a unique way. Finally, man was created to serve God. 

In addition, life was created in order to produce life. Each plant was created to produce seed after its kind. Each animal was commanded to be fruitful and multiply. The flowers were created to give forth beauty. Mankind was created to give God fellowship. Thus, each form of life was created with a role to play in God's overall creation.

Since Adam serves as a type and figure of Jesus Christ ( Romans 5:14), the message of Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3 to the New Testament Church is for the believer to be conformed unto the image of God's Son ( Romans 8:29). Every believer is predestined to become like Jesus Christ, and the writings of the New Testament take the believer on a spiritual journey in order to fulfill this divine destiny.

Romans 5:14, "Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam"s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come."

Here is a proposed outline:

A. Introduction: God's Nature to Create ( Genesis 1:1-2) - The first two verses of the story of Creation tell us how empty and chaotic the earth was before God began to set it in order. Part of God"s nature is to create. We are made in God"s likeness, in His image. Man has natural desires to create and to organize. How would we feel in an empty, void environment? We go into a dirty house and we want to clean and organize it. Look at man's achievements in science, technology, hobbies, and crafts that he has created from his imagination. Man is born in the image of God to also create. God is the Creator. None can create more gloriously than God Himself. You can walk down a sidewalk and you notice man"s dry slabs of concrete, then you see God"s trees and shrubs, grass and insects and we see God"s creation compared to man"s creativeness.

B. The First Day of Creation ( Genesis 1:3-5) - Genesis 1:3-5 gives us the account of the first day of Creation. On the first day God created light. This light made a distinction between darkness and light, so that God called the light "day" and the darkness He called "night." This is the beginning of the existence of time. Before the first day of Creation time did not exist, although space existed because the heavens and the earth were of a constant size. There was no beginning and no end. Now, God still dwells in this realm where time and space do not exist, although His creation was made subject to time and space. 

C. The Second Day of Creation ( Genesis 1:6-8) - Genesis 1:6-8 gives us the account of the second day of Creation. We read how God separated the waters into two bodies; the lower body consisted of liquid and solid, while the upper body consisted of vapor. He called space between these two gathering of elements by the name "heaven." 

D. The Third Day of Creation ( Genesis 1:8-13) - Genesis 1:8-13 gives us the account of the third day of Creation. On the third day, God divided the liquid and solid mixture that existed below the firmament into water and dry land. This created the seas, lakes and other bodies of water as well as one large land mass which He called the "earth." 

E. The Fourth Day of Creation ( Genesis 1:14-19) - Genesis 1:14-19 gives us the account of the fourth day of Creation. This passage tells us about the fourth day of Creation in which God created the heavenly bodies. What is interesting to note is that the earth was created first, before the sun, moon and stars were created. We see this same order of creation in Isaiah 48:13.

Isaiah 48:13, "Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together."

F. The Fifth Day of Creation ( Genesis 1:20-23) - Genesis 1:20-23 gives us the account of the fifth day of Creation. On the fifth day of creation God made the great creatures of the sea, the fish and the birds of the air.

G. The Sixth Day of Creation ( Genesis 1:24-31) - Genesis 1:24-31 gives us the account of the sixth day of Creation. On the sixth day of Creation, God created the land animals and He created man. Note that He did not create woman at this time, because His purpose was to create a man in His own image and after His likeness.

H. The Seventh Day of Rest ( Genesis 2:1-3) - Genesis 2:1-3 describes how God finished His creation in six days and rested on the seventh day. He ceased from His own works in order to enter into rest. One purpose of this rest was to allow His principles of faith that were made a part of the fabric of His creation to take effect and operate in His creation, particularly in mankind. We read in Hebrews 4:10 that we, too, enter into rest when we cease from our own works and serve the Lord.

Hebrews 4:10, "For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his."

II. Ten Genealogies (Calling) ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 50:26) - The Genealogies of Righteous Men and their Divine Callings (To Be Fruitful and Multiply) - The ten genealogies found within the book of Genesis are structured in a way that traces the seed of righteousness from Adam to Noah to Shem to Abraham to Isaac and to Jacob and the seventy souls that followed him down into Egypt. The book of Genesis closes with the story of the preservation of these seventy souls, leading us into the book of Exodus where we see the creation of the nation of Israel while in Egyptian bondage, which nation of righteousness God will use to be a witness to all nations on earth in His plan of redemption. Thus, we see how the book of Genesis concludes with the origin of the nation of Israel while its first eleven chapters reveal that the God of Israel is in fact that God of all nations and all creation.

The genealogies of the six righteous men in Genesis (Adam, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) are the emphasis in this first book of the Old Testament, with each of their narrative stories opening with a divine commission from God to these men, and closing with the fulfillment of prophetic words concerning the divine commissions. This structure suggests that the author of the book of Genesis wrote under the office of the prophet in that a prophecy is given and fulfilled within each of the genealogies of these six primary patriarchs. Furthermore, all the books of the Old Testament were written by men of God who moved in the office of the prophet, which includes the book of Genesis. We find a reference to the fulfillment of these divine commissions by the patriarchs in Hebrews 11:1-40. The underlying theme of the Holy Scriptures is God's plan of redemption for mankind. Thus, the book of Genesis places emphasis upon these men of righteousness because of the role that they play in this divine plan as they fulfilled their divine commissions. This explains why the genealogies of Ishmael ( Genesis 25:12-18) and of Esau ( Genesis 36:1-43) are relatively brief, because God does not discuss the destinies of these two men in the book of Genesis. These two men were not men of righteousness, for they missed their destinies because of sin. Ishmael persecuted Isaac and Esau sold his birthright. However, it helps us to understand that God has blessed Ishmael and Esau because of Abraham although the seed of the Messiah and our redemption does not pass through their lineage. Prophecies were given to Ishmael and Esau by their fathers, and their genealogies testify to the fulfillment of these prophecies. There were six righteous men did fulfill their destinies in order to preserve a righteous seed so that God could create a righteous nation from the fruit of their loins. Illustration - As a young schoolchild learning to read, I would check out biographies of famous men from the library, take them home and read them as a part of class assignments. The lives of these men stirred me up and placed a desire within me to accomplish something great for mankind as did these men. In like manner, the patriarchs of the genealogies in Genesis are designed to stir up our faith in God and encourage us to walk in their footsteps in obedience to God.

The first five genealogies in the book of Genesis bring redemptive history to the place of identifying seventy nations listed in the Table of Nations. The next five genealogies focus upon the origin of the nation of Israel and its patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

There is much more history and events that took place surrounding these individuals emphasized in the book of Genesis , which can be found in other ancient Jewish writings, such as The Book of Jubilees. However, the Holy Scriptures and the book of Genesis focus upon the particular events that shaped God's plan of redemption through the procreation of men of righteousness. Thus, it was unnecessary to include many of these historical events that were irrelevant to God's plan of redemption.

In addition, if we see that the ten genealogies contained within the book of Genesis show to us the seed of righteousness that God has preserved in order to fulfill His promise that the "seed of woman" would bruise the serpent's head in Genesis 3:15, then we must understand that each of these men of righteousness had a particular calling, destiny, and purpose for their lives. We can find within each of these genealogies the destiny of each of these men of God, for each one of them fulfilled their destiny. These individual destinies are mentioned at the beginning of each of their genealogies. 

It is important for us to search these passages of Scripture and learn how each of these men fulfilled their destiny in order that we can better understand that God has a destiny and a purpose for each of His children as He continues to work out His divine plan of redemption among the children of men. This means that He has a destiny for you and me. Thus, these stories will show us how other men fulfilled their destinies and help us learn how to fulfill our destiny. The fact that there are ten callings in the book of Genesis , and since the number "10" represents the concept of countless, many, or numerous, we should understand that God calls out men in each subsequent generation until God's plan of redemption is complete.

We can even examine the meanings of each of their names in order to determine their destiny, which was determined for them from a child. Adam's name means "ruddy, i.e. a human being" (Strong), for it was his destiny to begin the human race. Noah's name means, "rest" (Strong). His destiny was to build the ark and save a remnant of mankind so that God could restore peace and rest to the fallen human race. God changed Abram's name to Abraham, meaning, "father of a multitude" (Strong), because his destiny was to live in the land of Canaan and believe God for a son of promise so that his seed would become fruitful and multiply and take dominion over the earth. Isaac's name means, "laughter" (Strong) because he was the child of promise. His destiny was to father two nations, believing that the elder would serve the younger. Isaac overcame the obstacles that hindered the possession of the land, such as barrenness and the threat of his enemies in order to father two nations, Israel and Esau. Jacob's name was changed to Israel, which means "he will rule as God" (Strong), because of his ability to prevail over his brother Esau and receive his father's blessings, and because he prevailed over the angel in order to preserve his posterity, which was the procreation of twelve sons who later multiplied into the twelve tribes of Israel. Thus, his ability to prevail against all odds and father twelve righteous seeds earned him his name as one who prevailed with God's plan of being fruitful and multiplying seeds of righteousness.

In order for God's plan to be fulfilled in each of the lives of these patriarchs, they were commanded to be fruitful and multiply. It was God's plan that the fruit of each man was to be a godly seed, a seed of righteousness. It was because of the Fall that unrighteous seed was produced. This ungodly offspring was not then nor is it today God's plan for mankind.

A. The Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26) - The first genealogy of the book of Genesis after its introduction ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3) is called "The Generations of the Heavens and the Earth" ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26). In this passage, the Scriptures record the account of the creation of man ( Genesis 2:4-25), his fall ( Genesis 3:1-24), and the immediate progression of human depravity ( Genesis 4:1-26). Hebrews 11:4 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it says, "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh." While the divine commission of the Story of Creation is God's charge for man as well as the plant and animal kingdoms to be fruitful and multiply ( Genesis 1:26-28), the divine charge for man in the Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26) is to tend the Garden and name the animal, which is method by which mankind was to take dominion over the plant and animal kingdom in fulfillment of man's divine commission. Thus, the plants and animals would work in harmony with mankind as life multiplied across the earth. Therefore, the title "Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth" shows us the original harmony of all of creation that existed prior to the Fall, being a part of this divine commission, and its subjection to vanity with the fall of man. The Heavens are included because they were to serve mankind as well, serving as light and as signs and seasons for mankind, and the Scriptures tell us that all of creation was subjected to vanity ( Romans 8:20), which included the heavens as well as the earth.

Romans 8:20, "For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,"

In addition to man's charge to tend the Garden of Eden, he was to take time to rest and have fellowship with God, who walked with him in the cool of the day ( Genesis 3:8). This dual lifestyle is reflected in the Song of Solomon as the Shulamite bride learned to labour in the vineyard of the king while retreating to the garden of solitude and prayer. This genealogy concludes with the birth of Seth and the statement that a seed of man was born who did begin to call upon the name of the Lord after the Fall.

This genealogy ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26) reveals God's original purpose and plan for creation, as well as showing us why it has been corrupted. This passage shows how corruption subjected all of Creation to vanity by emphasizing the two major sinful events that shaped the earliest history of the heavens and earth and brought sin and death upon the human race. This serves to explain why God's creation has fallen out of its original order. It was these two events that also brought the rest of God's creation into travail and vanity until the redemption of mankind as is discussed in Romans 8:18-23. Each of the subsequent genealogies making up the book of Genesis shows us how God is pursuing a seed of righteousness in order to fulfill His plan of redemption for mankind.

1. The Divine Commission of Adam and Eve ( Genesis 2:4-25) - The passage in Genesis 2:4-25 emphasizes the divine commission of Adam and Eve in their respective roles, which are to take dominion over the earth. After the Scriptures tells us about the creation of the world in chapter one, it then focuses upon the creation of man and his role in God's creation. This is because man was the highest order in God's creation and it is through man that His creation will be able to fulfill its purpose. Since the theme of Scriptures is the redemption of mankind, it quickly focuses upon the issues surrounding man's fall and ultimate redemption, for He will redeem His creation through mankind because of the Fall of Adam and Eve.

Thus, after the Scriptures open with the story of God's creation ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), we then read a second but more detailed account of the creation of man ( Genesis 2:4-25). Although Genesis 1:26-28 mentioned the creation of man and woman on the sixth day of creation, then why are we given a second, more detailed, account of the creation of man and woman in chapter two; perhaps because this sets the stage for the genealogy of Adam, which takes us on a journey towards the fulfillment of the genealogy of Jesus Christ and His work of redemption on Calvary? Therefore, the book of Genesis will continue to narrow its stories down to the people Israel as His chosen people to carry out His plan of redemption for mankind. The New Testament will narrow God's focus to the Church of Jesus Christ. We then we find the nation of Israel being brought back into focus in Romans 9-11and the book of Revelation , which shows us that God will use this plan to bring redemption and restoration back to His entire creation. Thus, the Scriptures have taken us full circle in God's plan of redemption, for mankind first, then for His entire creation.

In Genesis 2:4-25 God called Adam to begin taking dominion over the earth. He was charged to dominion over the plant kingdom by tending the Garden of Eden ( Genesis 2:15), and he was charged to take dominion over the animal kingdom by naming each one of them as he determined their respective roles in serving mankind. Thus, Adam began to fulfill his divine calling.

2. The Entrance of Sin into God's Creation ( Genesis 3:1 to Genesis 4:24) - Since God's divine destiny for His creation would be fulfilled in the creation of mankind, emphasis Isaiah , therefore, given to their creation. However, two sinful events hindered God's plan, which are the Fall in the Garden ( Genesis 3:1-24), and the murder of Abel by Cain his brother ( Genesis 4:1-24). The fall of Adam and Eve brought God's creation into mortality and its subsequent vanity. Although Adam and Eve repented of their sins and produced a righteous offspring, they did bring all of creation into corruption and vanity. The murder of Abel caused sin to take root into humanity; for Cain was unrepentant of his sin and produced unrighteous offspring that sowed unrighteousness into the earth. Now we have two types of men living upon the earth, those who are righteous and those unrighteous before God.

a) The Fall of Adam and Eve: The Deception of Satan ( Genesis 3:1-24) - Genesis 3:1-24 records the fall of Adam and Eve. Note that before they fell into sin, they had no lack; for God had provided their every need in the Garden of Eden. At the time of the fall, their sin separated them from the provision of God. Therefore, sin is the root of all lack and poverty in the world today. It is the source of lack in our lives today. When we are reunited to fellowship with God and our sins are forgiven, we find God's divine provision at work in our lives. Satan told Eve that she lacked something that God had not provided for her. In her deception, she was trying to obtain something that she thought she needed. It was this sin of disobedience that brought true lack into her life. Satan beguiled Eve by taking advantage of a woman's desire for a relationship, for communication. A woman listens better than a man because she is more interested in communicating in a relationship.

The devil speaks doubt to us. He attempted to get the woman to listen to reason, which was the voice of the mind, rather than to her conscience, which is the voice of our spirit, or heart. She knew in her heart what was right, but eventually, the serpent convinced her to listen to reason rather than her conscience. The Serpent approached her through her senses, that Isaiah , what she heard, what she saw and perhaps what she felt, smelled, and tasted of the fruit once it was in her hand. God speaks to our hearts and not to our senses. But Satan knows that he can only win by approaching man through his mind. Once he captures the mind, he has the person in servitude to him.

The Garden of Eden was a place that God made in order to have fellowship with man. It was a sanctuary as much as it was a paradise. God created man in one location and then placed him in the Garden. God's plan was to walk in fellowship with man. But Satan's plan was to separate man from God. As a result of the Fall, man was driven from the presence of God. Once Satan can get a person separated from having time with God, he can then work deceptions and temptations in his life. As we follow man's history we see how Satan drove other men of righteousness from God's presence. Samson's heart fell into fornication and the presence of God left him ( Judges 13-16). David fell into adultery with Bathsheba and could no longer hear from God except by the prophet Nathan ( 2 Samuel 11-12). Solomon married the daughter of Pharaoh and many other strange women and his heart fell into idolatry ( 1 Kings 11:1-8). Gehazi coveted after the silver and garments that Naaman offered and he was struck with leprosy ( 2 Kings 5:1-27). We know that lepers were driven from the camp, or from the presence of God.

Valarie Owens once asked the Lord during a time of prayer and fasting while feeling the impact of sin in her life, "Lord, how far did man fall in the Garden?" The Lord answered her and said, "My daughter, you will never know until you start to climb back." 50]

50] Valarie Owens, Old Testament Series #1, Lesson 2, Calvary Cathedral Bible School, Fort Worth, Texas.

b) The Story of Cain and Abel ( Genesis 4:1-24) - Genesis 4:1-26 tells us of the story of how Cain slew Abel and of how God gave Adam and Eve another son named Seth to carry the seed of redemption to mankind.

3. Epilogue to the Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth ( Genesis 4:25-26) - The Generations of the Heavens and the Earth ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26) concludes with God giving Adam and Eve a son to replace Abel. The significance of this son named Seth is that he is used to carry the redemptive seed of the Messiah to its fruition in Christ Jesus; thus, the closing statement, "Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord." The following genealogy of Adam ( Genesis 5:1-32) reveals that this redemptive seed is carried to Noah, at which time God destroys the rest of mankind because human depravity degenerated beyond hope of redemption.

B. The Genealogy of Adam ( Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8) - The second genealogy found in the book of Genesis is entitled "The Genealogy of Adam" ( Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8), which emphasizes the fact that God preserved for Himself a righteous seed in Noah ( Genesis 5:1-32) while mankind in general became exceedingly wicked until God repented that He had made man as a part of His creation ( Genesis 6:1-8). Hebrews 11:5-6 reveals the central message of this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it describes Enoch's translation into Heaven and his acceptance by God. Adam's destiny, whose name simply means "mankind," was to begin the multiplication of mankind, which divine commission is seen in Genesis 5:2, "Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created." Of course, God's plan was for Adam to produce a godly offspring. Thus, we see in the genealogy of Adam this seed of righteous men whom he fathered ( Genesis 5:1-32), in which the author of Hebrews particularly Enoch as a fulfillment of this divine commission, who walked with God ( Hebrews 11:5), and which list in Genesis closes with Noah, another blessed man ( Genesis 5:29-32). Adam's genealogy also reveals that many other people were born during this time-period who became exceedingly wicked ( Genesis 6:1-8), particularly from the seed of Cain; however, this list emphasizes the fulfillment of God's divine commission to bless Adam and his offspring, who were to father righteous offspring. Thus, the fulfillment of Adam's genealogy is found in the man Noah, whom God would use to repopulate the earth after destroying all of mankind for their wickedness. In a sense, we have to look far down the generations to see how Adam fulfilled his destiny in the man Noah, so that Adam succeeded in populating the earth with a righteous seed.

1. The Descendants of Adam ( Genesis 5:1-32) - In Genesis 5:1-32 we find the genealogy of Adam, which covers a period of 1 ,556 years (from Adam to the birth of Noah's sons). The manner in which this genealogy is given reveals how God preserved a righteous seed in each generation in order to preserve the coming of the promised "seed of woman" ( Genesis 3:15) while the rest of mankind grows exceeding wicked ( Genesis 6:1-8). This genealogy says that each man lived a certain amount of years and bore a son. Then he lived so many more years before he died. Thus, the emphasis on this genealogy is different from any other genealogy in the Scriptures in that it reveals the destiny of each of these men, which was to produce a righteous seed. There were many events that took place during each of the lives of these individuals, but the event that is recorded in the Scriptures is the birth of a righteous Song of Solomon , and this event reveals the destiny of each of these fathers. Their destiny was to keep a seed of righteousness upon this world. Each one fulfilled this destiny. All other events were secondary to this issue and so were not recorded in Scripture.

2. The Depravity of Mankind ( Genesis 6:1-8) - After the Scriptures show us that God is preserving a righteous seed in each generation ( Genesis 5:1-32) in order to preserve the coming of the promised "seed of woman" ( Genesis 3:15), we are then shown how the rest of mankind as a whole grows exceeding wicked until God repents that He made man in His divine plan of creation.

C. The Genealogy of Noah ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29) - The third genealogy in the book of Genesis is entitled "The Genealogy of Noah" ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29), which gives us the account of the Noah's fulfillment of the divine commission to be fruitful and multiply. Hebrews 11:7 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it describes Noah's obedience to God in building the ark. Noah's destiny, whose name means "rest," was to be fruitful and bear a righteous offspring. His genealogy opens with a divine commission to build the ark and save a remnant of mankind so that God could restore peace and rest to the fallen human race. Immediately after the Flood, Noah built an altar and God spoke to him and commanded him to "be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth" ( Genesis 9:1). Hebrews 11:7 tells us how Noah fulfilled his divine commission by building the ark and saving his household.

Hebrews 11:7, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith."

Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Lord Commands Noah ( Genesis 6:9-22) - In Genesis 6:9-22 the Lord commands Noah to build the ark.

2. The Destruction of the Flood ( Genesis 7:1-24) - In Genesis 7:1-24 God calls Noah and his family into the ark, and the flood-gates of heaven and the deep are opened so that the flood destroys every living thing upon the earth.

3. Noah and His Family Leave the Ark ( Genesis 8:1-22) - In Genesis 8:1-22 Noah and his family leave the ark.

4. Be Fruitful and Multiply ( Genesis 9:1-7) - After the Flood, God reinstated the command that He had first given to man in Genesis 1:28-29, which was to be fruitful and multiple and take dominion over the earth. 

Genesis 1:28, "And God gave them his blessing and said to them, Be fertile and have increase, and make the earth full and be masters of it; be rulers over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing moving on the earth."

After the flood, God also allows man to eat meat from the animal kingdom. In the beginning God allowed man to eat only from the plant kingdom. Now he is allowed to each any animal of the as long as its blood was not still in its flesh. One possible reason is that disease is easily passed from an animal to a person through the blood and other body fluids. Song of Solomon , God was giving man a standard of hygiene. 

5. God's Covenant with Noah and His Seed and with Every Living Creature ( Genesis 9:8-17) - In Genesis 9:8-17 the Lord makes a covenant with Noah. This is God's covenant to Noah and every living creature.

6. Noah Curses Canaan ( Genesis 9:18-27) - Genesis 9:18-27 gives us the story of Noah's drunkenness and the curst that he placed upon Canaan. Noah planted a vineyard and drank of the wine and was drunk. His son Ham found Noah in his nakedness and went and told his two brothers who were outside. Shem and Japheth responded by laying a garment upon their shoulders and walked in backwards so as not to see his nakedness and covered their father Noah. When Noah awoke he cursed Canaan the son of Ham. 

7. Epilogue to the Genealogy of Noah ( Genesis 9:28-29) - Genesis 9:28-29 gives us the closing epilogue of the genealogy of Noah ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29). It simply gives us the dates of his life after the Flood and the total life span that he lived. When the Scriptures tell us that a patriarch dies in a ripe old age in peace, it implies that he fulfilled the destiny that God had given him. I believe that we can see this in epilogues to the genealogies of the lives of Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in the life of Joseph. 

D. The Genealogy of the Sons of Noah ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9) - The fourth genealogy in the book of Genesis is entitled "The Genealogy of the Sons of Noah" ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9), which tells us how the sons of Noah fulfilled the divine commission to be fruitful and multiply. The previous genealogy of Noah tells us that the calling and destiny of Noah was to multiply and to replenish the earth ( Genesis 9:1). This genealogy shows the fulfillment of this commission in his sons. This passage of Scripture contains the Table of Nations, which show us that God divided mankind up into seventy nations in order to fulfill this commission. This table lists the genealogies of the sons of Noah, but only one of them would carry the seed of righteousness, which was Shem. All of their genealogies are listed briefly in this table because Noah had favor with God, so that God's blessings would come upon his children; however, only Shem fulfilled his divine destiny that was a part of God's eternal plan of redemption in that the seed of righteousness descended from him through Abraham. The other sons of Noah failed to fulfill their destinies, bearing wicked seed that continued the seed of corruption upon the earth. After reading in the Table of Nations concerning the seventy nations that were divided by their families and their tongues ( Genesis 10:1-32), we read the story of Babel of how the tongues of man were divided, which caused in the division of the nations ( Genesis 11:1-9). The Genealogy of the Sons of Noah closes by saying that God spread the seventy nations upon the earth ( Genesis 11:9), which would be to fulfill the divine commission for mankind to be fruitful and multiply.

1. The Table of Nations ( Genesis 10:1-32) - Genesis 10:1-32 tells us the names of the nations that descended from the three sons of Noah. We are told in the ancient Jewish writing of The Book of Jubilees that there were seventy nations and seventy languages divided upon the earth prior to the time of Abraham.

"And all the souls of Jacob which went into Egypt were seventy souls. These are his children and his children"s children, in all seventy, but five died in Egypt before Joseph, and had no children. And in the land of Canaan two sons of Judah died, Er and Onan, and they had no children, and the children of Israel buried those who perished, and they were reckoned among the seventy Gentile nations." (The Book of Jubilees 4432-34)

2. The Tower of Babel ( Genesis 11:1-9) - We know the seventy nations listed in Genesis 10:1-32 spoke many languages (see Genesis 10:31). Thus, the story of the Tower of Babel ( Genesis 11:1-9) gives an explanation to the readers of how the descends of Noah listed in chapter 10 became divided into tongues and nations. Therefore, the events of Genesis 10:1-32 do not necessarily precede all of the events in Genesis 11:1-9. For example, the Tower of Babel probably took place during the time of Peleg when the nations of the earth were divided ( Genesis 10:25). 

Genesis 10:25, "And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother"s name was Joktan."

E. The Genealogy of Shem ( Genesis 11:10-26) - The fifth genealogy in the book of Genesis is entitled "The Genealogy of Shem" ( Genesis 11:10-26), which reveals the role of Shem in producing Abraham has a descendant, through which God would produce a righteous seed. Shem's destiny was not marked by a personal, divine intervention. He simply was called to be fruitful and multiply a righteous seed. Thus, his genealogy culminates with the birth of the sons of Terah, one of which was Abraham.

The Calling of the Patriarchs of Israel ( Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 50:26) - We can find two major divisions within the book of Genesis that reveal God's foreknowledge in designing a plan of redemption to establish a righteous people upon earth. Paul reveals this four-fold plan in Romans 8:29-30 : predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. 

Romans 8:29-30, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified."

The book of Genesis will reflect the first two phase of redemption, which are predestination and calling. We find in the first division in Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3 emphasizing predestination. The Creation Story gives us God's predestined plan for mankind, which is to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth with righteous offspring. The second major division is found in Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 50:25, which gives us ten genealogies, in which God calls men of righteousness to play a role in His divine plan of redemption. 

The foundational theme of Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 11:26 is the divine calling for mankind to be fruitful and multiply, which commission was given to Adam prior to the Flood ( Genesis 1:28-29), and to Noah after the Flood ( Genesis 9:1). The establishment of the seventy nations and the genealogy of Shem prepares us for the calling out of Abraham and his sons, being a descendant of Shem, which history fills the rest of the book of Genesis. Thus, God's calling through His divine foreknowledge ( Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 50:26) will focus the calling of Abraham and his descendants to establish the nation of Israel. God will call the patriarchs to fulfill the original purpose and intent of creation, which is to multiply into a righteous nation, for which mankind was originally predestined to fulfill.

The generations of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob take up a large portion of the book of Genesis. These genealogies have a common structure in that they all begin with God revealing Himself to a patriarch and giving him a divine commission, and they close with God fulfilling His promise to each of them because of their faith in His promise. God promised Abraham a son through Sarah his wife that would multiply into a nation, and Abraham demonstrated his faith in this promise on Mount Moriah. God promised Isaac two sons, with the younger receiving the first-born blessing, and this was fulfilled when Jacob deceived his father and received the blessing above his brother Esau. Jacob's son Joseph received two dreams of ruling over his brothers, and Jacob testified to his faith in this promise by following Joseph into the land of Egypt. Thus, these three genealogies emphasize God's call and commission to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their response of faith in seeing God fulfill His word to each of them.

F. The Genealogy of Terah (and Abraham) ( Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11) - The genealogies of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have a common structure in that they open with God speaking to a patriarch and giving him a commission and a promise in which to believe. In each of these genealogies, the patriarch's calling is to believe God's promise, while this passage of Scripture serves as a witness to God's faithfulness in fulfilling each promise. Only then does the genealogy come to a close. 

Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11 gives the account of the genealogy of Terah and his son Abraham. (Perhaps the reason this genealogy is not exclusively of Abraham, but rather of his father Terah, is because of the importance of Lot and the two tribes descended from him, the Moabites and the Ammonites, who will play a significant role in Israel's redemptive history.) Hebrews 11:8-19 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it describes Abraham's acts of faith and obedience to God, culminating in the offering of his son Isaac on Mount Moriah. The genealogy of Abraham opens with God's promise to him that if he would separate himself from his father and dwell in the land of Canaan, then God would make from him a great nation through his son ( Genesis 12:1-3) and it closes with God fulfilling His promise to Abraham by giving Him a son Isaac. However, this genealogy records Abraham's spiritual journey to maturity in his faith in God, as is typical of each child of God. We find a summary of this genealogy in Hebrews 11:8-19. During the course of Abraham's calling, God appeared to Abraham a number of times. God reappeared to him and told him that He would make his seed as numerous as the stars in the sky ( Genesis 15:5). God later appeared to Abraham and made the covenant of circumcision with him and said, "I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly." ( Genesis 17:2) After Abraham offered Isaac his son upon the altar, God reconfirmed His promise that "That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies." ( Genesis 22:17) The event on Mount Moriah serves as a testimony that Abraham fulfilled his part in believing that God would raise up a nation from Isaac, his son of promise. Thus, Abraham fulfilled his calling and destiny for his generation by dwelling in the land of Canaan and believing in God's promise of the birth of his son Isaac. All of God's promises to Abraham emphasized the birth of his one seed called Isaac. This genealogy testifies to God's faithfulness to fulfill His promise of giving Abraham a son and of Abraham's faith to believe in God's promises. Romans 9:6-9 reflects the theme of Abraham's genealogy in that it discusses the son of promise called Isaac.

G. The Genealogy Ishmael ( Genesis 25:12-18) - Genesis 25:12-18 gives the account of the genealogy of Ishmael, Abraham's son. The book of Genesis lists the genealogies of the Abraham's two first-born sons Ishmael and Isaac, but as with Esau and Jacob, only the second-born would carry the seed of righteousness. Because God loved Abraham, and because Ishmael was his firstborn, God promised to bless him also with twelve sons to become a nation ( Genesis 17:20; Genesis 21:13). Ishmael saw his father Abraham's faith and knew about his God; yet, he chose not to serve him. There is no record of Ishmael building an altar and worshipping the God of his father Abraham. Therefore, this genealogy records no event of God giving Ishmael a divine commission, since Ishmael did not seek the Lord, and the Lord knew that his heart was not set on fulfilling it. Because of his wicked heart, Ishmael failed to receive a divine commission as a part of redemptive history. He and his offspring did not produce a righteous offspring, but rather persecuted Isaac and his offspring. Therefore, Ishmael's genealogy is only briefly listed in the book of Genesis because of its prophetic role in God's plan of redemption. The descendants of Ismael did not contribute to the propagation of God's plan of redemption for mankind, rather, they hindered it; yet, his seed contained a promise from God that would be fulfilled, as recorded in Ishmael's genealogy. The angel of the Lord promised Hagar that God would make a nation from the loins of Ishmael ( Genesis 21:9-21), and the fulfillment of this divine promise is revealed within this genealogy, just as God's promise is fulfilled within the other genealogies recorded in the book of Genesis. 

Genesis 17:20, "And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation."

Genesis 21:13, "And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed."

The fact that God records the names of the twelve sons of Ishmael testifies to the honor that God has given Ishmael as the son of Abraham. Such a list of names may be compared to the acknowledgments that an author often includes in a book by listing the names of those who contributed to the work in an effort to honor them.

H. The Genealogy of Isaac ( Genesis 25:19 to Genesis 35:29) - The genealogies of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have a common structure in that they open with God speaking to a patriarch and giving him a commission and a promise in which to believe. In each of these genealogies, the patriarch's calling is to believe God's promise, while this passage of Scripture serves as a witness to God's faithfulness in fulfilling each promise. Only then does the genealogy come to a close. 

We find in Genesis 25:19 to Genesis 35:29 the genealogy of Isaac, the son of Abraham. Hebrews 11:20 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when Isaac gave his sons redemptive prophecies, saying, "By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come." As Abraham's genealogy begins with a divine commission when God told him to leave Ur and to go Canaan ( Genesis 12:1), so does Isaac's genealogy begin with a divine commission predicting him as the father of two nations, with the elder serving the younger ( Genesis 25:23), with both nations playing roles in redemptive history, Jacob playing the major role. The first event in Isaac's genealogy has to do with a God speaking to his wife regarding the two sons in her womb, saying that these two sons would multiply into two nations. Since his wife Rebekah was barren, Isaac interceded to God and the Lord granted his request. The Lord then told Rebekah that two nations were in her womb, and the younger would prevail over the elder ( Genesis 25:21-23). Isaac, whose name means laughter ( Genesis 21:6), was called to establish himself in the land of Canaan after his father Abraham, and to believe in God's promise regarding his son Jacob. During the course of his life, Isaac's genealogy testifies of how he overcame obstacles and the enemy that resisted God's plan for him. Thus, we see Isaac's destiny was to be faithful and dwell in the land and father two nations. God's promise to Isaac, that the elder will serve the younger, is fulfilled when Jacob deceives his father and receives the blessings of the first-born. The fact that Isaac died in a ripe old age testifies that he fulfilled his destiny as did Abraham his father. Romans 9:10-13 reflects the theme of Isaac's genealogy in that it discusses the election of Jacob over Isaac. We find in Hebrews 11:20 that Isaac expressed his faith in God's promise that two nations were born through Rebekah because he blessed his sons regarding the future promises of God. We read in Hebrews 11:20 how Isaac expressed his faith in God's promise of two nations being born through Rebekah because he blessed his sons regarding these future promises.

Genesis 12:1, "Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father"s house, unto a land that I will shew thee:"

Genesis 21:6, "And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me."

Genesis 25:23, "And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger."

I. The Genealogy of Esau ( Genesis 36:1-43) - Genesis 36:1-43 gives the account of the genealogy of Esau, Isaac's son and the twin of Jacob. The book of Genesis lists the genealogies of the two sons of Isaac, but only one of them would carry the seed of righteousness, which was Jacob. Because these were the sons of Isaac, God blessed Esau so that he became a nation, and He gave him the land of Edom ( Deuteronomy 2:5, Joshua 24:4). Isaac their father also blessed both sons with prophetic utterances ( Hebrews 11:20). Because of his wicked heart, Esau failed to fulfill his divine destiny. Like Ishmael, he did not produce a righteous offspring, but rather persecuted Jacob. Therefore, his genealogy is only briefly listed in the book of Genesis because these people did not contribute to the propagation of God's plan of redemption for mankind; rather, they hindered it. However, God gave Esau a promise, which fulfillment is reflected in this genealogy.

J. The Genealogy of Jacob ( Genesis 37:1 to Genesis 50:26) - The genealogies of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have a common structure in that they open with God speaking to a patriarch and giving him a commission and a promise in which to believe. In each of these genealogies, the patriarch's calling is to believe God's promise, while this passage of Scripture serves as a witness to God's faithfulness in fulfilling each promise. Only then does the genealogy come to a close. 

Genesis 37:1 to Genesis 50:26 gives the account of the genealogy of Jacob, Isaac's son. Hebrews 11:21-22 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when Jacob and Joseph gave redemptive prophecies, saying, "By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones." As Abraham's genealogy begins with a divine commission when God told him to leave Ur and to go Canaan ( Genesis 12:1), and Isaac's genealogy begin with a divine commission predicting him as the father of two nations ( Genesis 25:23), so does Jacob's genealogy begin with a divine encounter in the form of his son Joseph's two dreams. These dreams make it clear that Jacob's divine commission was to bring his clan of seventy souls into Egypt through Joseph for four hundred years while the people multiply into the nation of Israel. This genealogy closes with the fulfillment of Joseph's dreams. Jacob's name was changed to Israel, which means "prince of God," because his destiny was to father a multitude of godly seed. He fathered the twelve sons, or "princes," who multiplied into the twelve tribes of Israel. His ability to father twelve righteous seeds earned him his name as a prince of God, as a man who ruled over a multitude of godly seed. The Scriptures testify to Jacob's faith in God's promise that Joseph would rule over his brethren by the fact that he followed his son into Egypt ( Genesis 49:22-26), and he blessed the two sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh ( Hebrews 11:21-22). The fact that Jacob died in a ripe old age testifies that he fulfilled his destiny as did his fathers, Abraham and Isaac.

Comments on Purpose of Ten Genealogies Recorded in Genesis - The ten genealogies given in the book of Genesis will shape the destiny of the rest of the children of God found within the Scriptures. For each of the heads of these genealogies, their primary destiny and calling was to be fruitful and to multiply a righteous offspring, which was the original purpose and intent of God's plan for mankind ( Genesis 1:26-28). God called each of them to accomplish this task in a unique manner. Adam is charged to tend the Garden of Eden and not partake of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. When mankind falls into depravity, God finds several men of righteousness to deliver divine commissions in order to set in motion His divine plan of redemption. Noah's genealogy opens with a charge to build an ark to save his family, and given the charge again to be fruitful and multiply. Abraham's genealogy opens with a charge to leave his family and dwell in the land of Canaan. Isaac's genealogy opens with a prophecy that Rebecca's twins will form two nations. Jacob's genealogy opens with two redemptive dreams by his son Joseph predicting Jacob's journey into Egypt for four hundred years where the children of Israel will multiply into a nation.

Abraham gave birth to Isaac, who gave birth to Jacob, who gave birth to twelve sons, who became the seventy souls that founded the nation of Israel, a righteous nation. In addition, Joseph's destiny was rule over his family as their redeemer by bringing them in Egypt. Moses' destiny was to bring the Jews out of Egyptian bondage.

Those who died in a ripe old age, such as Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and Moses, are the men who fulfilled their destinies. Others, such as Ishmael and Esau, failed to fulfill their divine destinies.

We can now learn from the book of Genesis that God has given to each of us a similar destiny. Our general calling and destiny is to be fruitful and multiply righteous offspring, both within the framework of the institution of marriage as well as within the institution of the Church. Each one of us will be given a particular destiny as we work together as one body in Christ Jesus. The failure of us to fulfill our particular destines will cause the entire body of Christ to suffer loss.

Another important aspect of the life of the patriarchs and their genealogies is the fact they each of them passed down an inheritance to their sons. To the son who was to carry the seed of the Messiah was given a special blessing. It was this blessing that Isaac was given instead of Ishmael. It was this same blessing that Jacob obtained over his brother Esau by deception. Jacob passed it down through Judah prophetically. Thus, these prophecies of the coming of the Messiah create a thread of redemption woven through the genealogies of Genesis.

The Nation of Israel (Exodus to Malachi) - At the close of the book of Genesis , we learn that the reason God brought the seventy souls into Egypt was so that the righteousness seed would be preserved during a time of divine judgment so that they could be fruitful and multiply. The book of Exodus opens with the story of how this nation multiplied into millions of souls. The book of Exodus emphasizes the story of how Moses took the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage and gave them the Mosaic Law. This Law was implemented so that the nation of Israel, God's righteous seed, could walk in the divine blessings listed in Deuteronomy 28:1-14, which promises were for this nation to become fruitful and multiply and take dominion over the earth. The way that they were to take the entire land of Canaan that was promised them was to become numerous enough to occupy the land. For Moses had told them that God would drive out those nations from before them little by little, and not all at once, lest the beasts of the field become too numerous ( Deuteronomy 7:22).

We can clearly see the importance of godly offspring in the life of the nation of Israel. For Israel's destiny was determined each generation by its leadership. We see that that the events in the life of Israel were shaped and molded by its leaders as they led the nation into either obedience and divine blessings or into disobedience and divine curses. These men set the course for the nations. When the nation was obedient, it multiplied and when it was disobedient, it diminished in number. Each book of the Old Testament centers on particular leaders. The books of Exodus thru Deuteronomy focus on the leadership of Moses. The book of Joshua emphasizes the leadership of Joshua. The book of Judges gives us a list of leaders who judged Israel. The books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles can be divided into sections according the kings of Israel. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah show us how the destiny of those returning from the Babylonian captivity was shaped by the leadership of these two men. Thus, the need to produce a godly offspring becomes the purpose of each generation of leadership in the nation of Israel.

The Great Commission to the Church ( Matthew 28:18-20) is Embedded in God's Command to Be Fruitful and Multiply ( Genesis 1:26-28) - Each of the destinies of the six righteous men emphasized in the book of Genesis are given at the beginning their genealogies. It begins with their divine calling and ends with their deaths, which shows that each of them fulfilled their destiny. The fact that these righteous men died in a good old age and gave up the ghost indicates that they fulfilled their individual destinies. Each of these destinies is a part of God's first command to be fruitful and multiply found in the story of Creation. Therefore, it must be that the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 is also a part of God's original plan for His creation to be fruitful and multiply. Therefore, each of our destinies is related to the fulfillment of these commandments of God. We are children of destiny, born for a purpose, which is to procreate seeds of righteousness. Everyone's destiny is in some way contained within God's original command to Adam to be fruitful and multiply and take dominion of the earth. Our calling in life is to produce righteous seed. We are to fulfill this command within the God-given laws of the institutions of the family and the Church. No one's divine destiny will fall outside of these boundaries.

Composition Criticism: Narrative, Poetic Speech and Short Epilogue Structure- John Sailhamer makes an interesting comment about how the literary genre in the book of Genesis are placed together throughout the Pentateuch. Using composition criticism, 51] he arranges the book of Genesis into literary units called "the poetic speech--short epilogue pattern." He suggests that the Pentateuch is written in a literary manner where each narrative unit closes with a poetic speech, followed by an epilogue. 52] In other words, the author of the Pentateuch often ended its narrative material with poetry followed by an epilogue. For example, at the end of the Creation account (1-2) we find a brief poetic statement made by Adam ( Genesis 2:23) followed by a short epilogue ( Genesis 2:24) closing the story of the Creation of Adam and Eve ( Genesis 2:4-25); the story of the Fall ( Genesis 3:1-24) closes with "a poetic discourse" ( Genesis 3:14-19) followed by an epilogue ( Genesis 3:20-24); the story of Cain killing Abel ( Genesis 4:1-26) ends with poetry ( Genesis 4:23-24) and closes with an epilogue ( Genesis 4:25-26); the genealogy of Noah ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29) ends with the poetic material which curses Canaan ( Genesis 9:25-27) followed by an epilogue ( Genesis 9:28-29); the genealogies of Adam ( Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8) and of the sons of Noah ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9) both end with God's prophetic judgment and a closing remedy to judge mankind; the genealogy of Abraham (and Terah) ( Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11) ends with the story of Isaac taking Rebekah as his wife; at the closing of this story, she receives a prophetic blessing from her people ( Genesis 24:60), and this genealogy ends with an epilogue ( Genesis 25:7-11); the story of Joseph (chpts 37-48) ends with a lengthy poetic prophecy by Jacob (chpt 49) followed by a closing epilogue (chpt 50). 

51] John Sailhamer discusses composition criticism in his book Introduction to Old Testament Theology. See John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology: A Canonical Approach (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zonderan Publishing House, c 1995), 98-9.

52] John H. Sailhamer, Genesis , in vol 2of The Expositor's Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House, 1976-1992), in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), comments in "Introduction: 4. Purpose: a. Compositional Analysis of the Pentateuch."

Sailhamer goes on to say that the story of the Exodus ( Exodus 1-14) concludes with a poem ( Exodus 15); the author places the poetic prophecies of Balaam ( Numbers 23-24) at the end of Israel's forty-year wilderness journey; and, the five books of the Pentateuch end with the song of Moses ( Deuteronomy 32-33) followed by a closing epilogue ( Deuteronomy 34). 

Sailhamer also notes a common pattern in the lengthy poetic prophecies of Jacob ( Genesis 49), Balaam ( Numbers 23-24) and Moses ( Deuteronomy 32-33). All three of these men call together an audience and proclaim what will take place in the future of the history of the nation of Israel. All three prophecies use a common Hebrew phrase "in the days to come" which is found in only one other place in the Pentateuch, giving us a clue as to the fact that this material is structured in a common pattern. The fact that all three of these poetic passages give us a prophecy of the coming Messiah reveals that they all have a common eschatological theme. As we look back as the other brief poetic material, we find another Messianic prophecy ( Genesis 3:15). It appears as if the narrative material sets the course for the eschatological message found within the poetic material. In other words, the actions of mankind found in the narratives have divine consequences in the future history of mankind and particularly in the nation of Israel. This pattern could be explained as a customary way of writing narrative material during the time of the author, with the understanding that this was also the way that God inspired Moses to record this material for us. 

This pattern is found outside of the Pentateuch as well. We see how the book of Joshua closes with a non-poetic, but prophetic speech, by Joshua , followed by an epilogue. We also see how the life of David closes with a poetic farewell speech in 2 Samuel 22:1 to 2 Samuel 23:7. 

X. Outline of Book
Here is a proposed brief outline of the book of Genesis organized by themes: 
God is the Creator of all things (1-2) 

Mankind is sinful by nature (3-5) 

God will always judge sin (6-11)

God has revealed to man a plan of redemption (12-50)

However, the most widely accepted outline for the book of Genesis is to organize the major divisions by the ten genealogies listed within the book with an account of the story of creation laying the context and historical background for these genealogies. It is important in identifying the breaks in these major divisions to note that the titles of each genealogy are given at the beginning of these major divisions and not at the end, just as Matthew does in the opening chapter of his Gospel.

I. Predestination: The Creation Story— Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3
A. Introduction: God's Nature to Create — Genesis 1:1-2
B. The First Day of Creation — Genesis 1:3-5
C. The Second Day of Creation — Genesis 1:6-8
D. The Third Day of Creation — Genesis 1:8-13
E. The Fourth Day of Creation — Genesis 1:14-19
F. The Fifth Day of Creation — Genesis 1:20-23
G. The Sixth Day of Creation — Genesis 1:24-31
H. The Seventh Day of Rest — Genesis 2:1-3
II. Calling: Ten Genealogies— Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 50:26—

A. The Origin of the Earth & the 70 Nations— Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 11:26
1. The Generations of the Heavens & Earth— Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26
a) The Creation of Adam & Eve— Genesis 2:4-25
b) The Entrance of Sin into God's Creation— Genesis 3:1 to Genesis 4:26
i) The Fall of Adam & Eve— Genesis 3:1-24
ii) Cain and Abel— Genesis 4:1-24
c) Epilogue— Genesis 4:25-26 

2. The Generations of Adam— Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8
a) The Descendants of Adam— Genesis 5:1-32
b) The Depravity of Mankind— Genesis 6:1-8
3. The Generations of Noah — Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29
a) The Lord Commands Noah — Genesis 6:9-22
b) The Destruction of the Flood — Genesis 7:1-24
c) Noah and His Family Leave the Ark — Genesis 8:1-22
d) Be Fruitful and Multiply — Genesis 9:1-7 

e) God's Covenant with Noah — Genesis 9:8-17 

f) Noah Curses Canaan — Genesis 9:18-27
g) Epilogue to the Genealogy of Noah — Genesis 9:28-29
4. The Generations of the Sons of Noah — Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9
a) The Table of Nations— Genesis 10:1-32
i) Introduction — Genesis 10:1
ii) The Sons of Japheth (Fourteen Nations) — Genesis 10:2-5
iii) The Sons of Ham (Thirty Nations) — Genesis 10:6-20
iv) The Sons of Shem (Twenty-Six Nations) — Genesis 10:21-31
b) The Tower of Babel— Genesis 11:1-9
5. The Generations of Shem— Genesis 11:10-26
B. The Calling of the Patriarchs & Nation of Israel— Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 50:26
6. The Generations of Terah (& Abraham)— Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11
a) The Genealogy of Terah— Genesis 11:27-32
b) Abraham's Divine Commission— Genesis 12:1-9
c) Abraham in Egypt— Genesis 12:10-20
d) Abraham and Lot Separate— Genesis 13:1-18
e) Abraham and Melchizedek— Genesis 14:1-24
f) God's Covenant with Abraham— Genesis 15:1-21
g) Abraham Takes Hagar— Genesis 16:1-16
h) God Reconfirms His Covenant with Circumcision— Genesis 17:1-27
i) The Lord's Promise of a Son— Genesis 18:1-15
j) Abraham's Intercession for Sodom— Genesis 18:16-33
k) The Destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah— Genesis 19:1-29
l) Lot's Descendants— Genesis 19:30-38
m) Abraham Dwells in Garar— Genesis 20:1-18
n) The Birth of Isaac— Genesis 21:1-7
o) Hagar's Departure— Genesis 21:8-21
p) Abraham's Covenant with Abimelech— Genesis 21:22-34
q) Abraham Offers Issac— Genesis 22:1-19
r) The Genealogy of Nahor— Genesis 22:20-24
s) The Death of Sarah— Genesis 23:1-20
t) Isaac and Rebekah— Genesis 24:1-67
u) The Genealogy of Abraham & Keturah— Genesis 25:1-6
v) The Death of Abraham— Genesis 25:7-11
7. The Generations of Ishmael — Genesis 25:12-18
8. The Generations of Isaac — Genesis 25:19 to Genesis 35:29
a) The Birth of Esau and Jacob— Genesis 25:19-28
b) Esau Sells His Birthright— Genesis 25:29-34
c) Isaac Dwells in Gerar— Genesis 26:1-35
d) Jacob Deceives Isaac— Genesis 27:1 to Genesis 28:9
e) Jacob's Dream — Genesis 28:10-22
f) Jacob and Rachel— Genesis 29:1-30
g) The Birth of Jacob's Sons— Genesis 29:31 to Genesis 30:24
h) Jacob Serves Laban— Genesis 30:25-43
i) Jacob Flees— Genesis 31:1-55
j) Jacob Prepares to Meet Esau— Genesis 32:1-32
k) Jacob Meets Esau— Genesis 33:1-20
l) Dinah Defiled by Shechem— Genesis 34:1-31
m) Jacob Moves to Bethel— Genesis 35:1-15
n) The Death of Rachel— Genesis 35:16-22
o) The Death of Isaac— Genesis 35:23-29
9. The Generations of Esau — Genesis 36:1-43
a) The Family of Esau— Genesis 36:1-14
b) The Dukes of Edom— Genesis 36:15-19
c) The Sons of Seir the Horite— Genesis 36:20-30
d) The Kings of Edom— Genesis 36:31-39
e) The Chiefs of Edom— Genesis 36:40-43
10. The Generations of Jacob — Genesis 37:1 to Genesis 50:26
a) God's Divine Call to Jacob— Genesis 37:1-11
b) Joseph Sold in Slavery— Genesis 37:12-36
c) Judah and Tamar— Genesis 38:1-30
d) Joseph in Prison— Genesis 39:1-23
e) Joseph Interprets Dreams— Genesis 40:1-23
f) Joseph Exalted over Egypt— Genesis 41:1-57
g) Joseph's Brothers Visit Egypt— Genesis 42:1-38
h) Joseph's Brothers Return to Egypt— Genesis 43:1-34
i) Joseph Reveals Himself— Genesis 44:1 to Genesis 45:28
j) Isaac Journeys to Egypt— Genesis 46:1-34
k) Jacob Blesses Pharaoh— Genesis 47:1-12
l) Egypt's Prosperity Under Joseph— Genesis 47:13-26
m) Jacob's Request to Be Buried in Canaan— Genesis 47:27-31
n) Jacob Blesses Manasseh and Ephraim— Genesis 48:1-22
o) Jacob's Prophecies Over His Sons— Genesis 49:1-28
p) Jacob's Death and Burial— Genesis 49:29 to Genesis 50:14
q) Joseph Reassures His Brothers— Genesis 50:15-21
r) The Death of Joseph— Genesis 50:22-26
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2 

Introduction: God's Nature to Create- The first two verses of the story of Creation tell us how empty and chaotic the earth was before God began to set it in order. Part of God"s nature is to create. We are made in God"s likeness, in His image. Man has natural desires to create and to organize. How would we feel in an empty, void environment? We go into a dirty house and we want to clean and organize it. Look at man's achievements in science, technology, hobbies, and crafts that he has created from his imagination. Man is born in the image of God to also create. God is the Creator. None can create more gloriously than God Himself. You can walk down a sidewalk and you notice man"s dry slabs of concrete, then you see God"s trees and shrubs, grass and insects and we see God"s creation compared to man"s creativeness.

The Characteristics of the Heaven and Earth in the Beginning- While Genesis 1:1-2 tells us about the characteristics of the heavens and the earth in the beginning, we find the rest of the chapter explaining how the new characteristics came to pass through the Story of Creation. We then see in chapters 2-5 how mankind lived on earth with these characteristics. Then, the Story of the Flood in chapters 6-8 explains how the earth's characteristics were altered because of this event. The new characteristics of the earth that were created as a result and will continue until God creates a new heavens and earth are listed in Genesis 8:22.

Genesis 8:22, "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease."

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
Genesis 1:1 — Word Study on "God" - The Hebrew word for "God" used throughout the Old Testament is אֱלֹהִים (H 430). In Genesis 1:1 this word is used in its plural form with a singular verb. This is called the plural of majesty or plural of intensity so that it can be literally translated with intensity as "God, the very God." This use of "elohim" stands in contrast to this same Hebrew word being used in many other passages, also in its plural form, and translated "gods," but with a plural verb. The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word "elohim" is used a total of 260 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "God 2346, god 244, Judges 5, GOD 1, goddess 2, great 2, mighty 2, angels 1, exceeding 1, God-ward + 041361, godly 1."

Word Study on "heaven" - The Hebrew word שָׁמַ֫יִם is only found in the dual form in the Old Testament Scriptures. 78] This word is used to refer to both the physical heavens and to the celestial dwelling place of God (TWOT).

78] Ralph P. Martin, 2 Corinthians , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 40, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on 2Corinthians .

Genesis 1:1 — Comments- God's Existence Before the Creation Story- Proverbs 8:22-26 tells us that there was a time when the heavens and earth did not exist, an era before they were created. Note:

Proverbs 8:22-26, "The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth: While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world."

YLT translates this passage in Proverbs to state that there were former states of the earth.

YLT, "Jehovah possessed me--the beginning of His way, Before His works since then. From the age I was anointed, from the first, From former states of the earth." ( Proverbs 8:22-23)

The NIV reads, "The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work, before his deeds of old; I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began." ( Proverbs 8:22-23)

Therefore, according to the book of Proverbs , wisdom existed with God before He began to create anything. When God created, it was with wisdom.

Now note another verse in the Bible about what what/who existed with God in the beginning.

John 1:1, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."

Therefore, the Scriptures tell us that before anything existed, there was the wisdom of God and the Word of God, which were the elements that God used to create this universe.

Jesus is called the Word of God:

John 1:14, "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."

Revelation 19:13, "And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God."

All things were made by Him:

1 Corinthians 8:6, "But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him."

Ephesians 3:9, "And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:"

Colossians 1:15-16, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:"

Hebrews 1:1-2, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Song of Solomon , whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;"

The Holy Spirit was there in creation also:

Genesis 1:2, "And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."

Song of Solomon , we see the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, with the wisdom of God involved in creation.

Genesis 1:1 — Comments- God's Divine Nature Revealed in the Creation Story - The phrase, "In the beginning God created," immediately tells us that God is eternal, that He is the source, or cause, of all things that are created. From Him, everything has its origin.

1. God is omnipresent because He created space.

2. God is eternal because He created time.

3. God is all-powerful (omnipotent) and all-knowing (omniscience and omniscient) because He created all things.

4. God is the source of all wisdom. 

Proverbs 8:22-23, "The LORD possessed me (wisdom) in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was."

The more man learns about the heavens and the earth, the more clearly we see a God who is not bound by time or space, a God who is all-powerful. When man pierces into the most distance reaches of the universe with powerful telescopes, he declares that a star is a thousand, a million or a billion light-years away. Man declares that the image of light from that distance star is a million or billion years old. This means that we can see a light, which started a journey millions of years ago and is just now reaching earth. We are not looking at a star as it appears in the present, but as it appeared in the past. 

This means that time is conditional to distance, or space. It means that time and space are relative to other factors. It means that time and space have been created, because they are not absolutely independent of creation. God created time and He created space. Therefore, God does not live in the realm of time and space as man does, since God was before time and space existed.

Genesis 1:1 — Comments- The Creation of Time and Space- Genesis 1:1 reveals that two things existed at the start of creation: a void, formless earth, and a vast, empty heaven with no planets, stars, etc, nothing. Up until this time space did not exist. When God made the heavens and the earth, they were bound within the limits of space and distance. God would not create the element of time until the first day of Creation when He made the day and the night. Thus, before God made the heavens and the earth, time and space did not exist at we know it today.

Genesis 1:1 — Comments- Eternal Verses Temporal - Substance is not eternal. Only God, His Word, and the spirits of men and of angels are eternal. This present heaven and earth, which is corrupted, will one day be destroyed ( 2 Peter 3:10-12), and a new one created ( Revelation 21:1).

2 Peter 3:10-12, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?"

Revelation 21:1, "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea."

Genesis 1:1 — Comments- Numerology in the book of Genesis - It is interesting to note that in the Hebrew text, Genesis 1:1 is made up of seven words using twenty-eight (28) Hebrew letters. Twenty-eight is essentially the number seven added together four times. "Seven" is the number of divine intervention. "Four" is the number of the earth. Thus, numerology reveals that the earth was created by divine intervention.

Genesis 1:1 — Comments- God's Plan of Redemption for Mankind- The Scriptures do not open with an explanation of who God Isaiah , for He is beyond man's ability to explain. Neither do the Scriptures begin with a defense of Himself as the Creator, for He needs no defense. The author intends on developing the revelation of God and man's need of redemption within the book of Genesis. The Pentateuch reveals that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel who led the people out of Egyptian bondage, is the same God who created the universe. For the people of Israel, He was the only true God whom they served in the midst of polytheistic cults and nations.

Genesis 1:1 sets the theme for the entire Bible, as well as setting the theme for the Pentateuch and for the book of Genesis. The God of Israel created a "promised land" called the Garden of Eden for mankind to find pleasure in their existence. After the Fall, God intervened in the lives of the patriarchs to create the nation of Israel, who were given the promised land of Canaan and drove out the Canaanites. God's ultimate plan was to redeem mankind through the redemptive work on Calvary in order to give mankind a promised land called Heaven.

Genesis 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
Genesis 1:2 — "And the earth was without form, and void" - Word Study on "without form" - Strong says the Hebrew word תֹּהוּ (H 8414) (without form) comes from an unused root verb meaning, "to lie waste," and is used literally to mean, "a desolation (of surface), i.e. desert," and is used figuratively to mean, "a worthless thing." The Enhanced Strong says it occurs 20 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "vain 4, vanity 4, confusion 3, without form 2, wilderness 2, nought 2, nothing 1, empty place 1, waste 1." 

Word Study on "void" - Strong says the Hebrew word "void" ( בֹּהוּ) (H 922) comes from an unused root meaning, "to be empty." It is used three times in the Old Testament ( Genesis 1:2, Isaiah 4:11, Jeremiah 4:23).

Isaiah 34:11, "But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness."

Jeremiah 4:23, "﻿I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light."

Comments- Looking at a picture of planet earth, you note something unique about it than all the other planets in our solar system. All others are without form and void, but the earth has been set in order.

The same Hebrew words "without form" and "void" are used in Jeremiah 4:23, "﻿I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light."

Genesis 1:2 — "and darkness was upon the face of the deep" - Comments- Psalm 104:5-6 says, "Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever. Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains." This passage tells us that the "foundations of the earth" were covered by "the deep," which appears to be the top primordial lay of soupy soil and water that covered the earth in Genesis 1:1-2. Thus, one popular interpretation of the phrase "the foundations of the earth" is to say it refers to the lower layers of earth's crust that supports the top layer of soil and water that supports life on earth. This would suggest that the word "earth" ( אֶרֶץ) (H 776) in Job 38:4 and Psalm 104:5-6 to refers to soil rather than to the entire planet itself.

Job 38:4, "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding."

Genesis 1:2 — "And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters" - Word Study on "moved upon" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "moved upon" ( רָחַף) (H 7363) literally means, "to be moved, affected," and in the Piel, "to brood over young ones." This word is used three times in the Old Testament ( Genesis 1:2 "moved upon," Deuteronomy 32:11 "fluttereth over," Jeremiah 23:9 "shake"). 

Deuteronomy 32:11, "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings:"

Jeremiah 23:9, "Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken Prayer of Manasseh , and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of his holiness."

Comments (1) - Just as an egg needs additional energy from the mother hen's body in order to complete its development, so did the earth need the additional energy from the Holy Spirit to complete its development. We find a similar image of the Holy Spirit hovering over the tabernacle in Exodus 40:34, when the cloud covered the tent.

Exodus 40:34, "Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle."

Reinhard Bonnke notes that the Spirit of God could have hovered over the earth for eternity without causing any changes; but the minute the Word of God was joined with the power of God's Spirit in verse three, then circumstances on earth began to conform to the spoken Word of God. 79] For us today, it is by speaking the Word of God in faith, and with the moving of God's Holy Spirit in people's lives, that our circumstances begin to change according to God's Word. 

79] Reinhard Bonnke, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

We also see the dove, a symbol of the Holy Spirit, hovering over the flood-waters in Noah"s day. This dove flew until it found an olive leaf, which it brought back to Noah in the ark.

Genesis 8:10-11, "And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more."

Just as the Spirit of God came upon the virgin Mary and by the word of the angel she conceived the Son of God ( Luke 1:35), so did the Spirit of God move upon the face of the earth so that it conceived God's plan for it through the spoken Word of God.

Matthew 1:20, "But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost."

Luke 1:35, "And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God."

Comments (2) - The Holy Spirit filled the surface of the earth in a cloud of glory and perhaps abode there continuously throughout the creation days, even while Adam and Eve were dwelling in the garden (Note Psalm 104:30). This glory cloud could have lifted when they sinned revealing their nakedness. Throughout history, the Lord has attempted to provide a means by which His glory cloud could return and cover upon earth; first, in the tabernacle in the wilderness, then, in the temple and now in us and in the assembly of believers.

Psalm 104:30, "Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth."

However, there is no evidence in Scripture that the Holy Spirit has ever stopped moving upon the earth. If we do not sense His presence, it is because we have become dull in spirit. The presence of God is with His creation. In the fall, man"s eyes were darkened so that he could not see as well, but the glory of God was still there.

Genesis 1:2 — Comments- The Physical and Spiritual Characteristics of the Earth Before the Seven Days of Creation - Genesis 1:2 tells us the characteristics of the earth before it was set in order. The phrase "and the earth was without form, and void," refers to its natural, physical properties and condition at that time before God set it in order with the seven days of creation. We know today that all matter exists in three forms, solid, liquid and vapor. The earth is described as having no order in its material makeup. The solids, liquids and vapors were all mixed together in a chaotic mass, in much the same way as we can imagine how the planet Jupiter looks today. God was about to separate the vapor, liquids and the solids into three different orderly masses.

The phrase "and darkness was upon the face of the deep," refers to the earth's spiritual condition. The presence of God was not on the earth to give it life and energy. We must understand that the spiritual always precedes the physical in God's plan for creation and for our lives. Before the six days of creation, the earth was out of order and not fit for any use or purpose, but God has a purpose and a plan for it. It was created to serve mankind, who was at the highest order of His creation.

Comments- The Spirit of God will Move in these Last Days- As the Spirit of God moved across the face of the waters on the earth in the beginning of creation, He will again move across the chaos and disorder that covers the earth in these last days. The Holy Spirit will bring forth God"s new creation out of the midst of this present darkness.

In a dream one night, it seems as if the Lord told me that when the Holy Spirit began to hover over the earth, His presence blew like a mighty wind, as in Acts 2:2 (August 5, 2003). This wind would have sent the ocean currents in motion and affected other changes. 

Acts 2:2, "And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting."

Comments- Speaking the Word of Faith in Our Lives to Make Order out of Chaos- Just as many people's lives are without any shape and void, they can begin to speak, in faith, God's word into their lives, so that their lives, too, can begin to take shape and become creative. The spoken word is the beginning of any dream or goal in our lives ( John 1:1). God's ways in creation are our examples.

John 1:1, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." 



Verses 1-3 

Introduction: The Story of Creation (Predestination) - God's Purpose and Order in Creation- The book of Genesis opens with an introductory passage giving the story of the creation of the heavens and the earth ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3). The Story of Creation in the book of Genesis tells us that God created the heavens and the earth in six days and rested upon the seventh day. Hebrews 11:3 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it says, announcing that God created all things by the power of His spoken word, saying, "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." While the Story of Creation reveals God's plan for all of creation to be fruitful and multiply, particular emphasis is given to His charge to man to multiply and fill the earth. In this introduction, God commanded the plant kingdom to procreate ( Genesis 1:11); He also commanded the creatures to be fruitful and multiply ( Genesis 1:22); and He commanded Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply in order to take dominion over the earth ( Genesis 1:28). God created life in a progression of higher order with each order receiving a more important command. Thus, God's original destiny for each order of His creation was to be fruitful and to multiply with the lower orders serving the higher orders. The law of multiplication is still a fundamental law governing His eternal destiny for creation. One preacher said that if a person can believe the story of Creation, then he can believe the rest of the Bible. 

Everything that God does, He does for a purpose. The calling and destiny of the plant kingdom was to procreate after itself ( Genesis 1:11). The calling and destiny of the animal kingdom was to be fruitful and to multiply ( Genesis 1:22). Man's calling and destiny was to be fruitful, and to multiply and to take dominion over the earth ( Genesis 1:28). It is interesting to note that God did not command the plant kingdom in the same way He did the animals and man plants do not have a mind and reasoning faculties as do the higher kingdoms. The next section of the book of Genesis called the Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth ( Genesis 3:1 to Genesis 4:26) will show how man failed in his calling and brought all of creation into vanity and travail. While each of the ten genealogies recorded in the book of Genesis open with a divine commission and end with the fulfillment of that commission, the divine commission that God gave Adam in the Story of Creation remains incomplete until the fulfillment of biblical prophecy and the new heavens and earth restore man to his original purpose and intent.

In addition, everything that God created was designed to give itself in divine service in order to fulfill its destiny and purpose. The sun serves the divine role of giving its light in order to sustain life on earth. The heavenly bodies were created to serve as signs and wonders in the sky. The land was created to serve as a habitat for creeping creature and the beasts of the earth. The waters were created to serve as a habitat for fish. The sky was created to serve as a habitat for birds. Thus, the sun, moon, stars, earth, seas, and sky were created to support life on earth. The plant kingdom was created to serve as food and shelter for animals and mankind. The animal kingdom was created to serve man. In fact, every plant species and animal species was created to serve mankind in a unique way. Finally, man was created to serve God. 

In addition, life was created in order to produce life. Each plant was created to produce seed after its kind. Each animal was commanded to be fruitful and multiply. The flowers were created to give forth beauty. Mankind was created to give God fellowship. Thus, each form of life was created with a role to play in God's overall creation.

Since Adam serves as a type and figure of Jesus Christ ( Romans 5:14), the message of Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3 to the New Testament Church is for the believer to be conformed unto the image of God's Son ( Romans 8:29). Every believer is predestined to become like Jesus Christ, and the writings of the New Testament take the believer on a spiritual journey in order to fulfill this divine destiny.

Romans 5:14, "Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam"s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come."

The Triune God Revealed in Creation- In the Story of Creation ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), we have the testimony of the Father's role as the One who has planned all things. We have the testimony of the Son's role in John 1:1-14 as the Word of God through whom all things were created. In Proverbs 8:22-31 we have the testimony of the role of the Holy Spirit in creation as the Wisdom and Power of God. Thus, Moses, the author of Genesis , received the greatest revelation of God the Father regarding His role in creation, while John the apostle, the author of the Gospel of John , received the greatest revelation of Jesus regarding His role in creation. Song of Solomon , the author of Proverbs , received the greatest revelation of the Holy Spirit regarding His role in creation. Note that the book of Genesis is the foundational book of the Old Testament while the book of John is the foundational book of the New Testament. 

The Power of the Holy Spirit in Creation - When God spoke, He released the Spirit and power of His words. When He said, "Let there be…," the Holy Spirit was released in power to perform those words. God created man with the gift of speech in order to participate in His creation. In the same way that we release the spirit of anger when we speak words of anger, or we release peace when we speak words of peace, so did God speak creative words to release the spirit of creation. Throughout the Scriptures we find that man's spirit and his words work together.

Job 15:13, "That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and lettest such words go out of thy mouth?"

Job 26:4, "To whom hast thou uttered words? and whose spirit came from thee?"

Proverbs 1:23, "Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you."

Proverbs 17:27, "He that hath knowledge spareth his words: and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit."

Isaiah 59:21, "As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed"s seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever."

Zechariah 7:12, "Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts."

John 3:34, "For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him."

John 6:63, "It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life."

1 Corinthians 2:4, "And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man"s Wisdom of Solomon , but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power:"

The Order of Creation- God had an order to His creation. Note this order as we look at a summary of each day of creation: 

Day 1 - Light - divided from darkness, called Day ( Genesis 1:3-5)

Day 2 - A firmament - divided from waters, called Heaven ( Genesis 1:6-8)

Day 3 - Earth and Sea - gathered waters- Grass herbs and seed, trees with fruit ( Genesis 1:9-13)

Day 4 - Luminaries- to divide night and day, to lighten firmament (sun, moon, stars) ( Genesis 1:14-19)

Day 5 - Swarms in water, fowl in heaven, sea monsters, aquatic life. Life in water and air ( Genesis 1:20-23)

Day 6 - Earth life - cattle, creeping creatures, beasts, man ( Genesis 1:24-31) 

Day 7 - God rested ( Genesis 2:1-3)

Day 1 - We can easily see that God first created light. Since the Scriptures tell us that God is Light ( 1 John 1:5), we understand that He was the source of this light as the Holy Spirit hovered over the surface of the earth, for the sun had not yet been created. 

1 John 1:5, "This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all."

Day 2 - As this light from the Holy Spirit penetrated the dark mass of elements on this chaotic earth, energy was emitted into this mass in the form of heat. Thus, the next step on day two was the separation of vapor and liquid creating what we call a firmament, or vast sky, between these two, as the energy from the light provided the motion for such activity. The Book of Jubilees (24) tells us that the division of the firmament divided waters above from below. It says that half of the waters ascended above the firmament and half of the waters descended below upon the face of the earth. We could say that as the light penetrated this earth, it created energy and heat. This began to separate the vapor from the liquid water. The water vapor rose into the atmosphere and formed a dense mass of cloud cover over the earth while the liquid water descended upon the landmass. Between the vapor and liquid is the air that we breathe, which the Scriptures call the firmament. The liquid water coming down upon the land would explain why God needed to divide the liquid water from the dry land on the third day of creation.

Day 3 - As this energy continued to build within this land mass, the next step on the third day were for the liquids to separate from the solids creating the sea and the dry land. It was this combination of light, water, and solids on earth that provided the conditions for plant life to emerge. It was the creative power of God's Word through the power of the Holy Spirit and emanating as light that caused the creation of the plant kingdom.

Day 4 - Whether we understand at this time or not how this took place, it was this enormous energy at work on earth that began to be transferred into outer space, causing addition separations of vapors, liquids and solids. These heavenly bodies were thus formed taking the shapes of the sun, moon and stars. This seems to support an ancient Jewish tradition that the earth is the center of the Universe. Carl Baugh suggests that these stars and their planetary bodies were compacted much closer than they are today, and when the earth split open at the time of the Noahic Flood, the universe actually enlarged in size, and is continuing to expand today. 53] The force of this split, which was millions of times the strength of an atomic explosion, sent these heavenly bodies shooting through space away from the earth at the speed that scientists are discovering today through modern telescopes. This would have been the time of the "big bang" that secular scientists believe was the start of the universe. 

53] Carl Baugh, Creation in the 21st Century (Glen Rose, Texas: Creation Evidence Museum), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Song of Solomon , how did the plant life, which was created on the third day, receive enough light to grow without the sun, which was created afterwards on the fourth day? The best way to understand this is to see how God is going to create a new heavens and a new earth. This new earth will have no sun or moon, for God Himself will provide the light for His new creation.

Revelation 21:23, "And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof."

Revelation 22:5, "And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever."

It appears to be a mystery as to how and why God did not create the sun, moon, and stars first, but waited until the fourth day of creation, while creating the plant kingdom on the third day. We know that plants must have sunlight in order to live by photosynthesis. How does this order in the creation story make sense practically and scientifically, since science is simply the study of how God's creation functions and operates. It appears that the light that God created on the first day was made for the purpose of creating life, while the sunlight was created to sustain that life which was already created. After the plant life was created on the third day, the sunlight was then created to sustain this plant life. We know that plants are sustained, or grow, through sunlight. Thus, These heavenly bodies were created to sustain life.

Days 5-6 - On the fifth and sixth days God created the lower and higher orders of the animal kingdom which are sustained by the plant life. They procreate, not by pollination as do plants, but by the higher order of copulation, by which they are able to become "fruitful and multiply."

Day 7 - On the seventh day God rested from His handiwork.

The Order of Each Day of Creation - Another observation that we can make about the seven days of creation is that God began each day by speaking the Word and He ended each day by rejoicing in His day's work by saying that it was good. This tells us to set our day in order by first listening to God in prayer to hear a word from Him as well as speaking the Word of God in faith each morning. This spoken word of faith sets the destiny for our day. It is how we set our day in order as God did with each day. We too are to learn to enjoy each day without becoming anxious about tomorrow; for this is God's daily plan for our lives.

Just as God gave man the general dimensions of the Tabernacle, but He left the details up to men to create and design, so does God give us a plan and purpose for our lives, but He does not reveal the details to us, so that we can be creative and inspired and enjoy each day's task of designing the details. God enjoyed His work of creation and He wants us to enjoy each day's work.

The Witnesses in Creation to God's Divine Character - John 1:1-5 reveals to us the divine attributes of the Word of God. The Word is (1) eternal, (2) God Himself, (3) the medium of creation, and (4) the source of Life. Benny Hinn says that the "Word" within the context of this passage of Scripture means, "the Revelation of God." 54] In other words, since the beginning of time, God has revealed Himself to mankind through His creation by the means of "the light," or the revelation of Himself, that shines in the darkness of every man's soul. Hebrew Genesis 3:1 tells us that there are two aspects to God's being; His essence and His glory. John 1:1-5 tells us that the Word is an attribute of His essence, and Psalm 19:1 says creation reveals His glory. God's glory is revealed to mankind through His creation, while His essence is revealed through the Word of God. God's creation reveals to mankind a general revelation of Himself ( Psalm 19:1-6), while the Word reveals specific details of God's divine nature or essence ( Psalm 19:7-10).

54] Benny Hinn, "Fire Conference," Miracle Center Cathedral, Kampala, Uganda, 5-6 June 2009.

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

Psalm 19:1, To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork."

No one with a heart who believes in God has any problem believing that He can make the heavens and the earth in six days, for an All-powerful God could have created the world in a second if He so chose to do so. All of creation declares that there is an omnipotent Creator. One preacher said that if a person can believe the story of Creation, then he can believe the rest of the Bible. Randy Ruiz said, "Science is our servant, not our master." 55] God created all things, and science is a tool that can be used to testify of this fact. The Scriptures tell us that creation as a whole was designed to testify to the eternal power and divine character of the One who created it ( Romans 1:19-20).

55] Randy Ruis, "Sermon," Panama City First Assembly of God, 3July 2011.

Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"

In God's Wisdom of Solomon , we see passages scattered throughout the Scriptures revealing to us how every detail and tiny aspect of God's creation was designed to testify of a particular aspect of God's divine character, for this is exactly what Romans 1:19-20 is saying. We can learn of God's ways of dealing with man by looking within the laws of nature. We see this comparison between God's creation and our lives all the time in the form of sports and institutional logos, national emblems, etc, when they take the form of animals or other objects in nature. 56]

56] Additional symbols of God's divine character revealed in nature can be found in Frances Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 178-9; Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999); and Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet.

God's Creation- Solomon must have seen the glory of God in His magnificent creation in order to write about trees, beasts, birds, creeping thing and fish ( 1 Kings 4:32-33).

1 Kings 4:32-33, "And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes."

The book of Canticles uses figurative language of many aspects of God's creation to symbolize our relationship with God.

As we go forth from our house each day, do not go with a closed mind, but look around you and behold the glory and majesty of our God.

We read in fifteenth chapter of 1Corinthians about the resurrection of the dead. In this lengthy passage Paul the apostle uses the order of God's creation to explain the resurrection of man. He tells us "there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory." ( 1 Corinthians 15:39-41) Paul then states that in a similar way the resurrection of man will yield a different body of a different glory.

The Heavens- As we look up towards heaven or try to look beyond the horizon, we are reminded that God's mercy and forgiveness is likened to the width and height of His creation.

Psalm 103:11-12, "For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us."

The Sun- The Jewish day began at dusk. Therefore, as the sun sets each day and rises in the morning, so was Jesus Christ crucified and resurrected to become the Light of the World. With each new day comes God's mercy and compassion ( Lamentations 3:22-23) just as our faith in Jesus brings God's mercy into our lives.

The Stars- We read in E. W. Bullinger's book The Witness of the Stars how the twelve constellations in the heavens serve as a witness to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ over all of creation. 57]

57] E. W. Bullinger, The Witness of the Stars (London: E. W. Bullinger, c 1893). A number of other books have been written on this subject, including Frances Rolleston, Mazzaroth (New York: Cosimo Classics, c 1862, 2008); Joseph Seiss, A Gospel in the Stars (New York: Charles C. Cook, c 1884, 1910); William D. Banks, The Heavens Declare (Krikwood, Missouri: Impact Christian Books, 1985); D. James Kennedy, and Nancy Britt, The Real Meaning of the Zodiac (Fort Lauderdale, Florida: Coral Ridge Ministries Media, c 1989).

Day and Night - The fact that we work during the daytime and rest at night testifies to the fact that we are to serve the Lord in this life, because after we die there is no way to undo what we have done while we were alive. We will be judged based upon the works we did in this life "while it was day." Note John 9:4.

John 9:4, "I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work."

Regarding the brightness of the noontime sun, Peter tells us to if we will submit our hearts and lives to the Word of God and allow it to have supreme authority in our lives, then we will begin to grow in our revelation of its meaning. God's Word will become brighter and brighter in our hearts day by day just as the sun brightens the day hour by hour.

2 Peter 1:19, "We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:"

The Mountains and Valleys - When John the Baptist began to prophesy out of the book of Isaiah he cried, "Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low." Within this context, the mountains are figurative for those men who are high and proud and lift themselves up in this world. The valleys represent the lowly who have been pressed down in this world. Thus, the epistle of James tells us that God will humble the proud and exalt the lowly.

Luke 3:4-6, "As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God."

James 1:9, "Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away."

The Elements of the Earth- Ecclesiastes 1:5-11 tells us that when we observe how the basic elements of the earth, which are heat, wind and rain, continually recycle themselves and return to their origin, we can learn that there is also nothing new in the way humanity behaves itself in society. As nature has cycles, so does human history.

The Precious Metals and Gems- When we consider that the most valuable treasures on earth, such as diamonds and gems, gold, silver and brass, even oil, all must be dug out from the depths of the earth, we cannot help but compare this to the fact that God's treasures of wisdom and understanding must also be sought out in a similar way. How often have we sought out direction from the Lord much like a miners digs and makes great efforts to finding hidden mineral ores. Note:

Proverbs 25:2, "It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter."

The Forces of Nature- His catastrophic acts in nature, such as floods, fires, earthquakes, tornados, hurricanes, volcanic eruptions, famines and pestilences all reveal His eternal judgment ( Genesis 19 and Jude 1:7).

Jude 1:7, "Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire." 

Lakes and Rivers- We are to draw deeply out of our spirit to know His fullness and peace just as the lakes hide their secrets in their depths. We are to move ever forward on this journey of life that He has ordained for us to walk just as the brooks flow ever onward towards the sea. We are to keep this channel of water free from obstructions and debris, to straighten is course so that our journey is not hindered. The intricate and wonderful details of His creation testify to His intricate and wonderful plan that He has ordained for each of our lives. 

The Clouds and Rain - In his book At the Master's Feet Sadhu Sundar Singh gives many metaphors of nature as it reveals the divine principles of God. Here are some of them:

"Just as the salt water of the sea is drawn upwards by the hot rays of the sun, and gradually takes on the form of clouds, and, turned thus into sweet and refreshing water, falls in showers on the earth (for the sea water as it rises upwards leaves behind it its salt and bitterness), so when the thoughts and desires of the man of prayer rise aloft like misty emanations of the soul, the rays of the Sun of Righteousness purify them of all sinful taint, and his prayers become a great cloud which descends from heaven in a shower of blessing, bringing refreshment to many on the earth." 58]

58] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 1, part 5.

The Wind- Frances J. Roberts says that God's voice is heard in the blowing of the wind, in the rustling of the trees, in the tumbling of the flowing streams, in the breaking of the waves. 59]

59] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 178.

The Plant Kingdom- In his book At the Master's Feet Sadhu Sundar Singh makes comments on how plants and flowers declare God's glory.

"In the same way as climate produces a change in form, colour, and the habits of growth in plants and flowers, so those who maintain communion with Me undergo a development of their spiritual nature in habit, appearance, and disposition; and putting off the old man they are transformed into My own glorious and incorruptible image." 60]

60] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 3, part 6.

The Grass and Flowers of the Field- The flowers tell us not to worry about our clothing, for He will take care of His children. The beauty in His flowers tells us that He is concerned about the little things in our lives and His desire for us to prosper and have a happy life. Just as surely the rain and snow come down and water the earth and it brings forth seed to eat and seed to sow, so will God provide for us as we do His Word ( Isaiah 55:10-13). Also, there are many passages in the Scriptures that compare our brevity in life to the grass and the flowers that flourish today and are gone tomorrow ( 1 Peter 1:24-25). The brief beauty of the flower can reflect man's short-lived accomplishments in this life. For both quickly vanish away and are forgotten.

Trees- As the trees grow upwards towards the sun, ever dependent upon it for life, so do we ever look upward to our Heavenly Father as our source of life. A tree being cut down is used to describe how the Lord will cut down the nation of Israel.

Isaiah 6:13, "And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak leaves stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land." (NIV)

As the trees sway in the wind, so do our hearts often sway to the circumstances that blow into our lives. Note:

Isaiah 7:2, "And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind."

The budding of the trees symbolizes the changes of divine seasons as well as telling us of the changes of the seasons of nature.

Luke 21:29-31, "And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; When they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand."

The Animal Kingdom- The Lord revealed His majesty to Job by revealing the glories of His creation ( Job 38-41), such as the mighty beasts. These four chapters in Job reveal a great amount of details of how creation declares the glory of God. The moth in the book of Job teaches us how frail our life really is without God's divine hand of protection upon us (see Job 4:19). The animals described in the book of Proverbs reveal God's wonders ( Proverbs 30:18-19), His wisdom ( Proverbs 30:24-28) and His beauty ( Proverbs 30:29-31). 

Creeping Animals and Florescent Light - Note the following quote from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding creeping animals and florescent light.

"There are little creatures far inferior to Prayer of Manasseh , like the firefly, with its flickering light, and certain small plants among the vegetation in the Himalayas, which by their faint phosphorescent radiance illuminate as far as they can the dark jungle where they live. Tiny fish also that swim in the deep waters of the ocean give forth a glimmering light which guides other fish and helps them to elude their enemies. How much more ought My children to be lights in the world (Matt. v 14) and be eager in self-sacrifice to bring into the way of truth, by means of their God-given light, those who by reason of darkness are liable to become the prey of Satan." 61]

61] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "IV Service," section 2, part 4.

Animals and Their Camouflage- Note the following quote from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding animals and their camouflage.

"To pray is as it were to be on speaking terms with Me, and so by being in communion with and abiding in Me to become like Me. There is a kind of insect which feeds upon and lives among grass and green leaves and becomes like them in colour. Also the polar bear dwelling among the white snows has the same snowy whiteness, and the tiger of Bengal bears upon its skin the marks of the reeds among which it lives. So those, who by means of prayer abide in communion with Me partake, with the saints and angels, of My Nature, and being formed in My image become like Me." 62]

62] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 3, part 1.

The Animal Kingdom and Its Sight- Note the following quote from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding the animal kingdom and its sight.

"If they do not use these heaven-sent powers in the service of God and His creatures they are in danger of losing for ever those heavenly gifts. This is what has happened to certain fish that live in the deep waters of dark caves, also to some hermits in Tibet, for both have lived so long in darkness that they have entirely lost their sight. In like manner the ostrich, through not using its wings, has lost altogether the power of flight. Take heed, therefore, not to neglect whatever gifts or talents have been entrusted to you, but make use of them that you may share in the bliss and glory of your Master (Matt. xxv 14-30)." 63]

63] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "IV Service," section 2, part 5.

Bees and Honey- Note the following quote from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding bees and honey.

"Just as the bee collects the sweet juice of the flowers and turns it into honey without injuring their colour or fragrance, so the man of prayer gathers happiness and profit from all God's creation without doing any violence to it. As bees also gather their honey from flowers in all sorts of different places and store it in the honeycomb, so the man of God gathers sweet thoughts and feelings from every part of creation, and in communion with his Creator collects in his heart the honey of truth, and in enduring peace with Him at all times and in all places, tastes with delight the sweet honey of God." 64]

64] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 3, part 4.

The Birds- In the Sermon on the Mount, the birds tell us that our heavenly Father will always provide our needs, so we are not to worry about food. 

The Birds- Jeremiah tells us that as the stork knows it appointed times and seasons, so should we be able to observe them and understand that God has appointed times and seasons for man to know and to follow.

Jeremiah 8:7, "Yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of the LORD."

The Beasts- As we observe how the ox knows his owner and the ass his master's crib, so should we see how we are to honor the Lord ( Isaiah 1:3).

The Ram - Daniel 8:1-27 gives us the vision of the ram and the Hebrews -goat butting heads in battle. It is the natural characteristic of these animals to butt heads. Thus, as we see battles fought in nature over territory, so do we understand that there a battles being fought in the heavenly realm.

The Human Body- 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 explains how the many parts of man's physical body is a type and figure of the spiritual body of Christ, the Church.

God created man with a nature to hunger and thirst on a daily basis as a reminder of our daily need to be feed spiritually. Note:

1 Peter 2:2, "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:"

Sadhu Sundar Singh writes:

"I have infused into man's nature hunger and thirst, that he may not in sheer heedlessness regard himself as God, but that day by day he may be reminded of his needs and that his life is bound up with the life and existence of Someone who created him. Thus being made aware of his defects and necessities, he may abide in Me and I in him, and then he will ever find in Me his happiness and joy." 65]

65] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 2, part 10.

Ecclesiastes 11:5 teaches us that the mystery of the forming of a child in the womb testifies to us that God's ways are beyond our understanding.

Ecclesiastes 11:5, "As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all."

Mankind and His Inventions- Note these insightful words by Rick Joyner regarding the glory of God's creation:

"Soon after, I awoke. For days afterward, I felt an energy surging through me making everything look glorious. I loved everything that I saw. A doorknob seemed wonderful beyond comprehension. Old houses and cars were so beautiful to me that I was sorry I was not an artist so that I could capture their beauty and nobility. Trees and animals all seemed like very special personal friends. Every person I saw was like a library of revelation and meaning, and I was so thankful for eternity so that I could get to know them all. I could not look at anything without seeing magnificence, hardly believing that I had walked through so much of my life and missed so much." 66]

66] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 33-4.

Human Trials - The Scriptures tell us when we are tried and tested by God is it for the purpose of purifying our hearts.

Proverbs 17:3, "The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts."

Human Calamities - When Jesus Christ was asked about the tragedy of Pilate killing some Galileans He quickly responded by calling His hearers to repentance. Jesus then tells them a second story of human calamity when the tower of Siloam fell upon eighteen people killing them and again calls them to repentance. We learn from these two stories that refer to human calamities that such events are God's call to repentance. God uses such tragedies to call men to repentance as Jesus Christ did so in this story.

Luke 13:1-5, "There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish."

Comments on the Phrase "and God saw that it was good" - We read throughout the story of Creation where God steps back at the end of each day to look at what He has just created and says that it was good ( Genesis 1:10; Genesis 1:12; Genesis 1:18; Genesis 1:21; Genesis 1:25; Genesis 1:31). Joyce Meyer once asked the Lord why He took seven days in creation when He could have spoken it all into existence in one day. The Lord replied that it was because He wanted to enjoy each step of His beautiful creation. 67] In other words, it was because of enjoyment. This is why He ended each day with the words, "It was good." Just imagine God enjoying each and every day of creation. Although on no single day was the work fully completed, God enjoyed each day's accomplishments. In fact, Job 38:7 tells us that the angels of God took the time to rejoice with Him during each day of His creation.

67] Joyce Meyer, Life in the Word (Fenton, Missouri: Joyce Meyer Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Job 38:7, "When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?"

This insight into the story of creation teaches us that God wants us to learn to enjoy each day, for this is His divine plan for us. Thus, in a similar way, when I finish a project or job after a long, hard day of work, I take pleasure in standing back and spending time looking at the work I have just accomplished and beholding how good it looks. In a similar way, God stepped back with His creation and enjoyed His handiwork. 

I once walked into a mechanic shop as a young man and observed a mechanic working skillfully with his hands. Since I did not have the same skills as he did, I just stood and watched him at work. I marveled and how he controlled and how swiftly he moved about the parts that he was working on. I was simply admiring the word of his hands. How much more marvelous is God's handiwork.

God was not only referring to the goodness of His creation as He saw at that moment, because in this present age it appears as if His creation has fallen into vanity and decay. He was also referring to His creation when it reaches perfection in the final restoration of all things; for God does not dwell in the realm of time as we do, but He dwells in Eternity, and therefore, He sees all things from an eternal perspective. In the phrase, "God saw…," He saw the fullness of His creation when all things would be fulfilled in the beauty described in Revelation 21-22. Note these insightful words from Sadhu Sundar Singh.

"In the book of nature, of which I also am the Author, I freely manifest Myself. But for the reading of this book also spiritual insight is needed, that men may find Me, otherwise there is a danger lest instead of finding Me they go astray. Thus the blind man uses the tips of his fingers as eyes, and by means of touch alone reads a book, but by touch alone can form no real estimate of its truth. The investigations of agnostics and sceptics prove this, for in place of perfection they see only defects. Fault finding critics ask, "If there is an Almighty Creator of the world why are there defects in it, such as hurricanes, earthquakes, eclipses, pain, suffering, death, and the like?" The folly of this criticism is similar to that of an unlearned man who finds fault with an unfinished building or an incomplete picture. After a time, when he sees them fully finished, he is ashamed of his folly, and ends by singing their praises. Thus too, God did not in one day give to this world its present form, nor will it in one day reach perfection. The whole creation moves onward to perfection, and if it were possible for the man of this world to see from afar with the eyes of God the perfect world in which no defect appears, he too would bow in praise before Him and say, ‘All is very good' (Gen. i 31)." 68]

68] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "I The Manifestation of God's Presence," section 2, part 6.

As we look at creation today, we only see it in the realm of time, and in this, we only see it from the perspective of the time in which we live. We see the earth in travail and decay. We see the suffering of humanity and of creation and we ask, "Why are all of these bad things happening? Should God try and stop them from taking place?" The eye of faith see as God sees, knowing that all things will be restored into the fullness of the glory for which it was created.

Comments on the Phrase "and the Evening and the Morning" - At the end of each day of creation, the Scriptures place the evening before the morning. Alfred Edersheim tells us that as a result, the Jewish day begins at evening ( p.m.) instead of at midnight, as is used in the modern Western civilization. 69]

69] Alfred Edersheim says, "It is noteworthy that in Genesis 1we always read, ‘And the evening and the morning were the first day,' or second, or third day, etc. Hence the Jews calculate the day from evening to evening, that Isaiah , from the first appearance of the stars in the evening to the first appearance of stars next evening, and not, as we do, from midnight to midnight." See Alfred Edersheim, The Bible History Old Testament (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eedmann Publishing Company, c 1876-1887, 1984) 19.

The Meaning of the Word "Day" - The development of modern science over the last few centuries have caused a number of differing views to emerge among Christian scholarship over the interpretation of the Hebrew word יום (H 3117) in the Creation story. Gesenius says the word יום comes from an unused root meaning "heat," so that יום literally means "the heat of the day." Thus, it can refer to a 12-hour period, or a 24-hour period. Besides referring to a literally day, Gesenius says it carries the broader meaning of an event, such as a Jewish feast day, or a day of battle, or the coming judgment day of the Lord. The Scriptures also use the word יום within the context of prophecy. For example, one day ( יום) is compared to "a thousand years" ( Psalm 90:4. 2 Peter 3:8), and Daniel's 72-week prophecy explains that one week represents seven years, so that a day represents a year ( Daniel 9:24-27).

The argument surrounding the word ( יום) in the Creation Story focuses upon whether the day should be interpreted as a literal 24-hour period of time, or as a vast expanse of time that allows the universe to be millions or billions of years old.

1. The 24-Hour Day Interpretation - Conservative scholars believe the Creation Story must be interpreted as a literal six-day event. There appear to be three main arguments to support this view. Gordon Wenham says, "There can be little doubt that here ‘day' has its basic sense of a 24-hour period. The mention of morning and evening, the enumeration of the days, and the divine rest on the seventh show that a week of divine activity is being described here." 70]

70] Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1-15, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 1, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 19.

a. The Description of Evening and Morning in the Creation Story- The description of evening and morning characterizing each day of creation supports the literal interpretation of a 24-hour day in the Creation Story. Stambaugh says the words "evening" and "morning" are used thirty eight times in the same Old Testament verse, and each time a literal day is understood (see Exodus 16:8; Exodus 18:13).

b. The Use of Numbers Combined with ( יום) in the Creation Story- James Stambaugh believes the use of the word "yom" ( יום) rather than the Hebrew word for "time" was intentional by the author of the Creation Story. 71] He argues that the Scriptures combine the Hebrew word ( יום) with a number on three hundred fifty seven occasions outside the Creation Story, and on all of these occasions it refers to a literal 24-hour period of time. Therefore, he concludes that the word ( יום) should refer to a 24-hour period within the context of Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3.

71] James Stambaugh, "The Meaning of ‘Day' in Genesis ," Institute for Creation Research, October 1988 [on-line]; accessed November 15, 2008; available from http://www.icr.org/article/288; Internet.

c. The Sabbath Rest in the Creation Story- Stambaugh argues that God's declaration that He created the earth and its inhabitants in six days and rested on the seventh supports a literal interpretation, since the context of this statement in Exodus 20:11 refers to literal days, and was intended to teach the Israelites to rest on the seventh day.

Exodus 20:11, "For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them Isaiah , and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it."

d. The Sequence of Plant Life and Sunlight in the Creation Story- Carl Baugh explains that the sun and heavenly bodies were not created until the fourth day, while plant life was created on the third day. He says that 98% of plants are procreated by the intervention of birds and insects, yet the birds were not created until the fifth day. This leads him to the conclusion that the six days of creation could not have taken place over a long period of time, but must have taken place within a brief period; otherwise, the plants would have quickly become extinct due to lack of sunlight for photosynthesis, and due to lack of procreation from birds and insects. 72]

72] Carl Baugh, Creation in the 21st Century (Glen Rose, Texas: Creation Evidence Museum), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

2. The Day-Age Interpretation- Modern science has given weight to arguments that the earth is in fact ancient, and that the universe was created billions of years ago. This view has led many Christian scholars to form arguments for an ancient earth within the context of the Creation Story.

a. The Creation Story as an Evolutionary Scheme- Rich Deem believes the Creation Story reflects an evolutionary scheme. He says the universe is billions of years old, and explains how each day of the Creation Story actually describe the process of evolution and natural selection over a vast period of time. 73] He says the Spirit hovering over the primordial waters caused the creation of the first single-cell life in the oceans, and the progressive evolution of plant life, then lower and higher animal life in the Creation Story fit neatly into the evolutionary scheme. He believes the plants and trees of the third day of creation needed many seasons of years to grow and produce seeds. He believes the sun and moon and stars were not created on the fourth day, but rather, the cloud shrouding the earth was simply removed so that these heavenly bodies could light the earth. He also believes that unlike all other plant and animal life that came about through a process of evolution from a single cell, man was created by God on the sixth day, and did not evolve from an ape. He believes the fossil records of ancient ape-men are actually apes in the process of evolution. Deem's argument weakens when he has to adjust the creation of the heavenly bodies from the fourth day to the beginning of time in order to accommodate his creation model. It is also weakened when he allows evolution and natural selection to play the leading role in determine the design of plant and animal life, meaning God took a more passive role in His creation. In contrast, those holding to the 24-hour day interpretation believe God created each plant and animal through the spoken word, as the biblical text literally states. Deem's argument that God did make man instantly, while the beasts evolved, conflicts with the biblical text, which uses the same Hebrew word ( עָשָׂה) for God making both man and beasts: "God made the beast of the earth," ( Genesis 1:25) and "Let us make man in our image," ( Genesis 1:26).

73] Rich Deem, "Does Genesis One Conflict with Science? Day-Age Interpretation," God and Science, March 3, 2005 [on-line]; accessed November 15, 2008; available from http://www.godandscience.org/apologetics/day-age.html; Internet.

b. The Delayed Creation of the Heavenly Bodies in the Creation Story- One proponent of the view that the Creation story covers billions of years of time is Hugh Ross. 74] He says a literal day is relative to the rotation of a planetary body; therefore, a day could not have a literal 24-hour relevance until the sun and moon and stars were created on the fourth day. Therefore, he believes each day represents a lengthy period of several million years.

74] "The Earth"s 24-hour day ( Genesis 1:14-18) took on temporal significance only when the signs, the heavenly reference points (sun, moon, and stars), became visible. There is no a priori reason to assume that the Earth"s day and each of God"s creation days represent the same period of time....In the strictest sense, a day is the rotation period of a heavenly body. In the time of Moses people were familiar with only one such day. But, God had some 1026 spinning bodies in the universe from which to choose. Based on scientific dating records, each of God"s creation days is several hundred millions years long." See Hugh Ross, Genesis 1: A Scientific Perspective, Revised Edition, Sierra Madre, California: Wiseman Productions, 1983, 11.

c. The Use of ( יום) Outside the Creation Story to Represent Vast Periods of Time- The Scriptures not only uses the word ( יום) to refer to a literal 24-hour day, but it is also used outside the Creation Story to refer to a vast period of time. For example, the word ( יום) refers to period of time of "a thousand years" in two verses ( Psalm 90:4. 2 Peter 3:8). Daniel's seventy-two week prophecy is interpreted by the angel, who says one week prophetically represents seven years, so that a day represents a year ( Daniel 9:24-27). However, many scholars do not believe such correlations can be easily justified. Wenham says " Psalm 90:4 indeed says that a thousand years are as a day in God's sight. But it is perilous to try to correlate scientific theory and biblical revelation by appeal to such texts." 75]

75] Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1-15, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 1, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 19.

d. The Absence of Hebrew Definite Article in the Creation Story- The absence of the Hebrew definite article with ( יום) for the first five days suggests a longer period of time than a literal day. Against this view, Stambaugh argues that the use of the definite article in the Old Testament has more than one way of being used, so that grammar alone is not a valid argument for interpreting ( יום) as a long period of time. 76] He believes that numbers serve the place of definite articles in the Hebrew text. Also, the sixth and seventh day are used with the definite article.

76] James Stambaugh, "The Meaning of ‘Day' in Genesis ," Institute for Creation Research, October 1988 [on-line]; accessed November 15, 2008; available from http://www.icr.org/article/288; Internet.

The Names of God in the Creation Story - In Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3 the Hebrew word used for the name of God is אֱלֹהִים (H 430) (God) while the first genealogy of the Generations of the Heavens and Earth ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26) uses the double name אֱלֹהִים (H 430) יְהוָֹה (H 3068) (Lord God). Jerry Vine suggests the singular use of "God" emphasizes God's "majesty and might" in the Creation Story, while the double use of "Lord God" reflects "His covenant relation to man" in the Genealogy of the Heavens and Earth. 77]

77] Jerry Vines and Jim Shaddix, Power in the Pulpit (Chicago, Illinois: Moody Press, 1999), 118.

Parallel Accounts of the Creation Story in the Holy Scripture - As we study the Scriptures we find that there are a number of other passages that reveal the events in the Story of Creation. As stated above, we have the testimony of the Father's role in Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:4 as the One who has planned and foreknown all things. We have the testimony of the Son's role in John 1:1-14 as the Word of God through whom all things were created. In Proverbs 8:22-31, we have the testimony of the role of the Holy Spirit in creation as the Wisdom and Power of God. Job 38:1 to Job 39:30 reveals the majesty and glory of God Almighty by describing the details of how His creation came into existence. 2 Peter 3:5-7 refers to the story of creation with emphasis upon God's pending destruction of all things in order to judge the sins of mankind. Hebrews 11:3 tells us how it is by faith that we understand how the world was created by the Word of God. We can find many other brief references to the creation of the earth throughout the Scriptures.

Psalm 33:6-9, "By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth. He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the LORD: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him. For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast."

Psalm 119:89-91, "LAMED. For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth. They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants."

Psalm 146:5-6, "Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God: Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever:"

Proverbs 3:19, "The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens."

Jeremiah 10:11-12, "Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens. He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his Wisdom of Solomon , and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion."

Romans 4:17, "(As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were."

The Power of the Spoken Word in the Creation Story- In August 1988 I packed up my belonging in an old pick-up truck and left Panama City, Florida headed to Fort Worth, Texas. The Lord had laid on my heart that He had opened up a door for me to go back to school. I had stepped out of the Southern Baptism denomination and its largest seminary five years earlier in order to join a charismatic church. I did not understand much about these new teachings, but I knew that they seemed more powerful and anointed than the teachings I had been raised on. After a few dreams, the witness of my heart, and some obvious circumstances that confirmed this decision to go to Texas, I said good-by to my family and packed my few belongings. Therefore, here I was, on the road, headed to Fort Worth in an old pick-up for which I had paid $30000. And my personal belongings easily fit in the bed, with plenty of room to spare. I had seen in a dream that my brother, who recently graduated from the Baptist seminary in Fort Worth, would soon leave this town. Song of Solomon , by faith, I drove out here and stayed with him and his wife for six months, at which time, they moved back to Florida, our home state. This had given me just enough time to find a steady job and rent a one-bedroom apartment.

I did not have much materially, but I had spent the last five years learning these new "full gospel" teachings, reading books by Kenneth Hagin, John Olsten and the Scriptures and I knew in my heart that I had faith in God. Song of Solomon , when the manager of the apartment complex asked me to work as a maintenance Prayer of Manasseh , I was desperate for a steady job. I had to pick up the grounds in the morning, and work in apartments during the day. Fortunate, this manager was a Christian who believed as I did, so I joined her church.

After about six months, I came to her and suggested that we begin the workday with prayer and give all of the employees an opportunity to join us. We had both been thinking about doing this for several months prior to starting this early morning prayer. She was in agreement. Song of Solomon , I began leading prayer each morning for a few minutes before we began work. About three weeks into this commitment, I was praying along nice and normal so as not to offend some of the backsliders that would reluctantly join us each morning, when these words rolled out of my mouth, "Occupy "till I come." I had not been thinking about this passage in Matthew when I prayed it, but had learned enough about the work of the Spirit to realize that the Lord was speaking to me by quickening this verse during prayer. As I went home later that night to Revelation -read this passage, I picked up on the idea that the Lord was wanting me to take spiritual authority over that apartment complex and begin to break the devil"s strongholds off of our work place. So I began to use Scriptures and pray more aggressively than just, "Lord, bless Song of Solomon -and- Song of Solomon ," or, "Lord, help us have a good day at work." 

Several months later, as I was waking up, these words came into my heart, "Prophesy what the men of God in the Bible prophesied and pray for us to be filled with the Holy Spirit." Of course, I did not know what it really meant. I had heard of gifted ministers who could prophesy and certain men in the Bible and in the church today who were filled with the Holy Spirit. As I simply began to do what I felt was a word from God, this morning prayer endeavor began to take on an entirely new meaning. He seemed to say to me, "Lay hands on others to be filled with the Lord," and, "David and Samuel, see what they prophesied to those around them and do the same." Also, study what other men of God prophesied.

As I begin to explain what began to happen, I pray that it will somehow change your life as dramatically as it has changed my life. I did not realize until later that the Lord was teaching me how to set this time of early morning prayer in order and how to pray effectively. I studied the Scripture passages where men of God would speak a blessing over others. I studied Jeremiah , where God set him over nations and kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant. All this was done simply by prophesying. All of a sudden, faith began to rise in my heart to speak the Scriptures in faith believing that they would also come to pass. 

This teaching of the Scriptures began to open up to me unlike anything I had ever understood before. I began the workday calling things which were not as though they were. I began to call our apartment a delightsome land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and that nations were rising up and calling us blessed. How could I say this in faith? Because I was a tither and the Bible says that this would happen to those who tithe. Within a few months of praying this every day, the owners came and repaired and painted all of the buildings on the property. The apartment began looking like the Word of God said it should. Prospects would come into the office and comment on how nice this place was beginning to look (nations were rising up and calling up blessed). Out of Romans , chapter four, I began to call this apartment complex "filled with a multitude." I saw that the Lord began to call Abraham this name long before it came to pass, so I was doing the same. 

Every time I would see a Scripture, I would add it to my list of confessions of faith. I knew that few people in our prayer group understood why I was praying like this, especially when the Christian manager and I would have to pray for months at a time with no one else joining in. I guess we looked and sounded pretty strange. However, I was on to something. I would find those passages where the priests in the Old Testament were to bless the children of Israel ( Numbers 6:23-27), or where Boaz would begin the work day by saying to his workers, "The Lord be with you," and they would respond by saying, "The Lord bless thee," ( Ruth 2:4). Or, out of Isaiah , I would call every desolate apartment inhabited. Where the Bible says, "there is none to say restore," I began to prophesy restoration, for all of the years that this property had been under the curse and the locust, the cankerworm, the caterpillar and the palmerworm had consumed, I said, "Restore." I would call to the north to give up, to the south to hold not back and to the east and west to bring good prospect from afar. I world rejoice when people would come from out of state to rent these apartments and they became filled with a multitude with high occupancy. During the mornings when I did not feel like prophesying, I would speak Joel 3:10, "Let the weak say, I am strong." 

Also, I would pray for God to fill each of us with the spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and might, and of the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, for the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him... that we might know what is the hope of his calling, what is the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe. I prayed for wisdom out of James 1:5. I prayed for days, weeks, months, even years before seeing some of these things come to pass. When we are filled with the spirit of God and his wisdom and strength, we can do a better job at work each day. We will have inspired ideas, health and the courage to have a good attitude.

About one year into this commitment, the Lord spoke to me two verses in order to help me understand why the things that I were praying for were coming to pass. He spoke to me John 1:1, "In the beginning was the Word." The Lord said to me that everything begins with the spoken word. And He gave me Genesis 1:2, "and the earth was without form, and void: and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said..." The Lord began to say to me that this is what many people"s lives are like, their lives are without form or purpose and their heart are void and empty, that they walk in darkness each day groping about trying to find peace. The Lord also said to me that He would not have asked me to do something that He Himself would not have had to do also. You see, no one has ever faced a worse world of circumstances that God. And the way He handled it was that He began to prophesy and say, "Let there be..." When God spoke, life and circumstances began to conform to the word of God, and life began to take on purpose and direction. We too, are created in the image of God, even down to our tongue and our words. I saw that I no longer had to be ruled in life by circumstances, but rather a confession on faith in God"s word, when spoken in faith, would prevail over any circumstance.

For four years I called Brown Trail Apartments the head and not the tail, above and not beneath. Finally, our property won the "best-overall-property-of-the-year" award and the most-improved-property-of-the-year award. I saw those two awards as a testimony to the power of God"s word mixed with faith. At that time, in May of 1993, I was given a promotion into the regional office where the Lord set me over ten properties to prophesy. Jeremiah 29:7 says, "...seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray unto the Lord for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace." I had sought and prayed for peace where I worked and was used to walking in that peace. I will never forget the change of atmosphere from a property where God"s presence prevailed to a new office of honky tonk music, swearing and cigarette smoke. No believers worked in this office. So after hours, I would walk my new "city" and take authority over it. All but one of those employees are gone now, there is no worldly music, nor cigarette smoke here, because God"s word prevails.

During the three years that I have been here, the Lord has continually given me favor with the president and vice-president of the company. God is teaching me how to be a Godly leader in this company and has given me much authority. I now have the authority to prophesy over every property in Texas. I have been calling DMJ Management Co. filled with a multitude of residents and new properties. This past year has seen the highest overall occupancies and income in history, and this coming year will be a time of buying more income properties.

I worked under two godly men who lift up my hands each day as I endeavor to lift up their hands. And this journey has taught me that there is nothing in my life that I cannot do or attain, if I base it on God"s word mixed with faith in His word. I live in victory, and not defeat. I have more dreams and visions that I have time to pursue. Life and circumstances are not overcoming me, but rather I have learned to overcome life"s circumstances. Praise be to the glorious name of Jesus.



Verses 3-5 

The First Day of Creation - Genesis 1:3-5 gives us the account of the first day of Creation. On the first day God created light. This light made a distinction between darkness and light, so that God called the light "day" and the darkness He called "night." This is the beginning of the existence of time. Before the first day of Creation time did not exist, although space existed because the heavens and the earth were of a constant size. There was no beginning and no end. Now, God still dwells in this realm where time and space do not exist, although His creation was made subject to time and space. 

The Creation Story in the Book of Jubilees- The Book of Jubilees (21-3) tells us that God created all of the angels of heaven on the first day of creation. This reflects an ancient Jewish tradition, although there is no Scriptural basis for this of which I am aware.

Genesis 1:3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
Genesis 1:3 — "And God said" - Comments- The phrase, "And God said," occurs ten times in the Creation Story ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3). God created the heavens and the earth through the power of His spoken Word ( John 1:1-5; John 1:14, 2 Peter 3:5), and He established its purpose and destiny when He charges man to take dominion over the earth ( Genesis 1:26-30). Jesus is called "The Word of God" in the Gospel of John ( John 1:1-14) and the book of Revelation ( Revelation 19:13). That is why Romans 11:36 says, "For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen."

Revelation 19:13, "And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God."

2 Peter 3:5, "For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:"

In the first chapter of Genesis , the Hebrew verbs are in the imperative when God speaks to His creation ( Psalm 33:9; Psalm 148:5, Isaiah 45:12). Thus, when God speaks, He literally commands the substance of His creation to conform to His Words.

Psalm 33:9, "For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast."

Psalm 148:5, "Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created."

Isaiah 45:12, "I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded."

God did not say it, "and then He create it"; rather, the saying was the act of creation. The saying and the creating were one and the same act. It is amazing to know that each aspect of Creation began in the heart of God, as a thought and a desire ( Hebrews 11:3). He then spoke this world into existence according to His thoughts. One preacher said that a thought never expressed will die; but a thought spoken has the possibility of becoming a reality.

Hebrews 11:3, "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear."

Everything that had an origin began with the spoken word ( John 1:1-3). This is why God prophesies, in order to set the event in motion through the tongue or spoken word. Illustration: In Genesis , God said, "Let there be...", thus setting creation in motion. 

John 1:1-3, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made."

"Let there be light" - Comments- Light was created before the sun, moon, and stars ever were formed. God will be the source of light in heaven, not the sun. Earth was created before God placed the sun, moon and stars in the heaven.

Why did light come first in the order of creation? Any scientist knows that the source of all life comes ultimately from sunlight. Light gives energy. All chemical reactions receive energy from light. However, the light mentioned in Genesis 1:3 does not refer to natural sunlight, because the sun, moon and stars were not created until the fourth day. This refers to the supernatural light that reveals the manifest presence of the Holy Spirit hovering over creation.

"and there was light" - Comments- God's light in the Creation Story still shines upon the earth today. Although God created the sun on the fourth day of Creation, He created light on the first day. This light has never ceased to exist, so that it still shines today. We can understand that the source of this divine light was from the presence of the Holy Spirit hovering over the earth in Genesis 1:2. However, today we see in the natural realm so that we only recognize natural sunlight, which sustains the life that is already created by God. This is why some ancient peoples worshiped the sun, because they recognized it as sustaining the life around them, yet they could not see the One who created the sun. This is why Paul prayed "for God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, to shine in our hearts." 

Now the light that God made on the first day is the same light that creates and gives life to us our spiritual walk today. It is the same source of power that keeps this present creation intact as God's Word emanates over His creation ( 2 Peter 3:5-7). For example, when we see the supernatural take place in the Scriptures or in modern times, we can recognize the presence of God's creative power, which takes place through this divine light, which shines on us still today. This is why Jesus Christ could say that He is the Light of the World, or the True Light, which lights every man. He was referring to the spiritual realm that we live in. He is the Creator and source of divine light, which still shines today in order to illuminate our hearts, or the spiritual realm that we live in. From our natural senses, we call this the supernatural, or the spiritual realm. 

Song of Solomon , the creative power and light of God has never ceased to shine upon His creation since the first day. The divine light of God was the method that God used to create life on the third day, by the light that was emitted from the presence and mouth of God. The presence of the Holy Spirit hovering over the earth was the intermediary of this light. We know that heat was a physical manifestation of the presence of light. For example, when people are healed during crusades today, they often claim to feel a warmth or heat come over their bodies when they are touched by the presence of the Holy Spirit. It is this same heat that emanated from this divine light and divided the vapors and liquid elements on the second day of creation and this same heat that divided the solids from the liquid elements on the third day. It is this same heat that will one day intensify until the elements are burned up with a fervent heat.

2 Peter 3:10, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up."

The Scriptures bear witness to the fact that this divine light is still shining upon the earth since the first day of creation. It is the same divine light that shone upon the face of Moses after spending forty days in this divine realm.

Exodus 34:29, "And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses" hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him."

It is the same light that shone down upon the shepherds in their fields to announce the birth of our Saviour.

Luke 2:9, "And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid."

It is the same light that shone down upon Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration.

Matthew 17:2, "And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light."

It is the same light that shone upon Paul on the road to Damascus.

Acts 9:3, "And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:"

Acts 22:6, "And it came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me."

Paul tells us that it is this same light that God commanded to shine out of darkness on the first day of creation that has now shone in our hearts. 

2 Corinthians 4:6, "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."

Because the Holy Spirit dwells within us, Jesus tells us that we have become the light of the world.

Matthew 4:16, "The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up."

Matthew 5:14, "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid."

Thus, the Scriptures use the word "light" figuratively in reference to our spiritual walk in this life.

Isaiah 60:1, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee."

Matthew 5:16, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."

Luke 1:79, "To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace."

Luke 2:32, "A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel."

Ephesians 5:14, "Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light."

Jesus Christ told the Pharisees that they could discern the natural sunlight and heavenly signs so as to determine the weather, but that they could not discern the divine light ( Matthew 16:1-4). The sun bears witness to the divine light of God the Creator since sunlight works in a similar way to God's divine creative light. Because of sin, mankind has been blinded from the recognition of this divine light.

2 Corinthians 4:4, "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."

We are called "children of light" in a dark and sinful world.

Ephesians 5:8, "For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:"

Genesis 1:4 And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 
Genesis 1:4 — Comments- Note that God did not create darkness, because it already existed. He did create light, which becomes the source of all life.

Genesis 1:5 And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 
Genesis 1:5 — "And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night" - Word Study on "night" - Strong says the Hebrew word "night" ( לַיִל) or ( לֵיל) or ( לַיְלָה) (H 3915) means properly, "a twist (away of the light), i.e. night," and figuratively, "adversary."

Comments - The earthly cycles of day and night become a covenant that God cannot break ( Jeremiah 33:19-20). His covenant with day and night is reconfirmed after the flood with similar covenants of seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, and summer and winter ( Genesis 8:22), in which God will hold Himself faithful so that He will no longer violate them by causing another flood.

Jeremiah 33:19-20, "And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah , saying, Thus saith the LORD If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season;"

Genesis 8:22, "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease."

Genesis 1:5 — "And the evening and the morning were the first day" - Comments - God ends the first day having fulfilled His purposes and plan for that day. God is at work in each of our lives, helping us fulfill daily plans. In other words, we are given a daily destiny to fulfill, upon which we should focus, so that we do not become anxious about tomorrow ( Matthew 6:34).

Matthew 6:34, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."



Verses 6-8 

The Second Day of Creation - Genesis 1:6-8 gives us the account of the second day of Creation. We read how God separated the waters into two bodies; the lower body consisted of liquid and solid, while the upper body consisted of vapor. He called space between these two gathering of elements by the name "heaven." 

The Creation Story in the Book of Jubilees- The Book of Jubilees (24) tells us that the division of the firmament divided waters above from below. It says that half of the waters ascended above the firmament and half of the waters descended below upon the face of the earth. We could say that as the light penetrated this earth, it created energy and heat. This began to separate the vapor from the liquid water. The water vapor rose into the atmosphere and formed a dense mass of cloud cover over the earth while the remaining liquids and solids formed below. Between these two bodies that formed is the air that we breathe, which the Scriptures call the firmament. The liquids mixed with the solid below this firmament would explain why God needed to divide the liquid water from the dry land on the third day of creation.

Genesis 1:6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. 
Genesis 1:6 — Word Study on "firmament" - The BDB says that the Hebrew word "firmament" ( רָקִיעַ) (H 7549) means, "extended surface (solid), expanse, firmament, or an expanse (flat as base, support), firmament (of vault of heaven supporting waters above)." Strong says it comes from the primitive root word ( רָקַע) (H 7554), which means, "to pound the earth (as a sign of passion), to expand, to overlay." We could say that a firmament was a vast expanse of area between the clouds and the sea. Today, we would call it the sky.

Comments- Genesis 1:6 tells us that there was a layer of water above the firmament, or sky, and a layer of water below the sky, which was called the seas in Genesis 1:10. Therefore, this fits with the picture of many scholars and creationists that believe that the entire earth was like a giant greenhouse, with the cloud covering blocking out ultraviolet rays from the sun.

The original earth must have looked something like the planet Jupiter in that it was a large mass of outer gases with increased density as one moved towards the interior of the planet. At some point, these gases would become liquid and finally form solid mass due to density. On the second day, God's destiny for the earth was to make a separation between the gases and the liquids so that He would have a realm in which life could exist. This space created between the clouds and the open seas is now called the sky, or the atmosphere next to the earth. It is this atmosphere that most of life on earth lives in.

Genesis 1:7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. 
Genesis 1:8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day. 
Genesis 1:8 — "And the evening and the morning were the second day" - Comments - God ends the second day having fulfilled His purposes and plan for that day. God is at work in each of our lives, helping us fulfill daily plans. In other words, we are given a daily destiny to fulfill, upon which we should focus, so that we do not become anxious about tomorrow ( Matthew 6:34).

Matthew 6:34, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."



Verses 8-13 

The Third Day of Creation - Genesis 1:8-13 gives us the account of the third day of Creation. On the third day, God divided the liquid and solid mixture that existed below the firmament into water and dry land. This created the seas, lakes and other bodies of water as well as one large land mass which He called the "earth." 

The Creation Story in the Book of Creation- On the third day, God also created the plant kingdom. The Book of Jubilees (25-8) tells us that it was on the third day of Creation that God also created the Garden of Eden. It says that these were the four acts of creation on the third day.

Genesis 1:9 And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so.
Genesis 1:10 And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good.
Genesis 1:11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
Genesis 1:11 — Comments- Note the progression of creation in the plant kingdom: grass, herbs or plants, and fruit trees. This progressive order of nature is recognized in science as beginning at the lower forms to more advanced forms of plant life.

Genesis 1:12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
Genesis 1:13 And the evening and the morning were the third day.
Genesis 1:13 — Comments - God ends the third day having fulfilled His purposes and plan for that day. God is at work in each of our lives, helping us fulfill daily plans. In other words, we are given a daily destiny to fulfill, upon which we should focus, so that we do not become anxious about tomorrow ( Matthew 6:34).

Matthew 6:34, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."

Genesis 1:11-13 — Comments- Plant Life Was Created Before Sunlight- Since the plant life was created on the third day and the sun was not created until the fourth day, how did the plants live without sunlight? They lived the same way that plants will live in heaven. Perhaps, the light of the glory of God shines brighter than the sun, both in the Garden of Eden and in heaven.



Verses 14-19 

The Fourth Day of Creation - Genesis 1:14-19 gives us the account of the fourth day of Creation. This passage tells us about the fourth day of Creation in which God created the heavenly bodies. What is interesting to note is that the earth was created first, before the sun, moon and stars were created. We see this same order of creation in Isaiah 48:13.

Isaiah 48:13, "Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they stand up together."

Illustration- In December 2009 I spend a few days in a small Texas town called Brady, Texas. I stayed out on a ranch far from the small town center. There were no lights at night, so the stars in the sky were extremely bright. I had not seen a clear sky in a place far from city lights since a youth. I was overwhelmed with the awesome display of the moon and the stars, as they displayed the glory of God. The Milky Way was stretched across the sky displaying billions of stars so close together that they faded into a milky image. Truly, the heavenly bodies were created to display God's glory. Gordon Wenham notes that this passage is written in a way the demystifies the ancient worship of celestial bodies. He says this is done by describing God as their creator, by omitting the words the sun and moon and using the phrases "greater light" and "lesser light" in their place, and by giving these heavenly bodies "surrogate" roles to God as the creator. 80]

80] Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 16-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 2, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Genesis 1:14-19.

Genesis 1:14 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:
Genesis 1:14 — "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night" - Comments- Scientists estimate that there are two hundred twenty-five (225) billion galaxies in the universe. Each galaxy consists of five hundred (500) million stars. This means that there are 1025 stars in the universe, yet God knows them all by number and by name. The farthest stars detected by astronomers are fourteen billion light years away from earth, or eighty-four (84) billion trillion miles away. 81] One light year is six trillion miles or ten trillion kilometers.

81] Carl Baugh, Creation in the 21st Century (Glen Rose, Texas: Creation Evidence Museum), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Science is also learning with the modern telescope that each star is unique with its own beauty and design. This fact is also confirmed in Scripture. If God calls each star by a unique name ( Psalm 147:4), it means that God sees each star as a unique creation. Today, man is calling stars and galaxies by numbers. This is because fallen man lacks the capacity to see each star"s uniqueness and to create for it a name.

Also, 1 Corinthians 15:41 says that each heavenly body varies in its glory, or radiance. This also, confirms that each star is uniquely different.

Psalm 147:4, "He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names."

1 Corinthians 15:41, "There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory."

Genesis 1:14 — "and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years" - Word Study on "signs" - Gesenius and Strong tell us the Hebrew word "signs" ( אֹות) (H 226) literally means, "a sign, signal." However, BDB reveals a variety of figurative meanings, "a distinguishing Mark , anner, remembrance, miraculous sign, omen, warning, token, ensign, standard, miracle, proof."

Comments - While mankind rules over the earth, God rules over the heavens. The Scriptures teach us that all of the heavenly bodies, the sun, the moon, the planets, and the stars are in the heavens for a purpose, one of which was to serve as signs to mankind. We can find this illustrated in the Scriptures. Examples of heavenly signs found in the Scriptures:

Joshua 10:12-14, "Then spake Joshua to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a whole day. And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the LORD hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the LORD fought for Israel."

Isaiah 7:10-11, "Moreover the LORD spake again unto Ahaz, saying, Ask thee a sign of the LORD thy God; ask it either in the depth, or in the height above."

Matthew 2:2, "Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him."

Matthew 24:30, "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."

Luke 21:11, "And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven."

Acts 2:19-20, "And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:"

This quote is from Joel 2:31, "The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come."

Revelation 8:10-11, "And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; And the name of the star is called Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because they were made bitter."

Revelation 12:1-3, "And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads."

The word "star" is also used figuratively of the Lord Jesus Christ:

Numbers 24:17, "I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth."

Revelation 2:28, "And I will give him the morning star."

Revelation 22:16, "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star."

"for signs" - The Book of Jubilees says that God sent down angels from heaven, called "watchers," to teach the children of men the ways of righteousness. It goes on to say that these angels taught men to read the signs in the heavens, which implies the ancient "Zodiac."

"Mahalalel took unto him to wife Dinah, the daughter of Barakiel the daughter of his father"s brother, and she bare him a son in the third week in the sixth year, [A.M.] and he called his name Jared, for in his days the angels of the Lord descended on the earth, those who are named the Watchers, that they should instruct the children of men, and that they should do judgment and uprightness on the earth. And in the eleventh jubilee 512-18 A.M.] Jared took to himself a wife, and her name was Baraka, the daughter of Rasujal, a daughter of his father"s brother, in the fourth week of this jubilee, 522 A.M.] and she bare him a son in the fifth week, in the fourth year of the jubilee, and he called his name Enoch. And he was the first among men that are born on earth who learnt writing and knowledge and wisdom and who wrote down the signs of heaven according to the order of their months in a book, that men might know the seasons of the years according to the order of their separate months." (The Book of Jubilees 415-18)

"In the twenty-ninth jubilee, in the first week, 1373 A.M.] in the beginning thereof Arpachshad took to himself a wife and her name was Rasu"eja, the daughter of Susan, the daughter of Elam, and she bare him a son in the third year in this week, 1375 A.M.] and he called his name Kainam. And the son grew, and his father taught him writing, and he went to seek for himself a place where he might seize for himself a city. And he found a writing which former (generations) had carved on the rock, and he read what was thereon, and he transcribed it and sinned owing to it; for it contained the teaching of the Watchers in accordance with which they used to observe the omens of the sun and moon and stars in all the signs of heaven. And he wrote it down and said nothing regarding it;" (The Book of Jubilees 81-4)

Thus, the heavenly bodies are to be used as message bearers. We do find that the Scriptures support the ancient belief that certain stars formed into constellations ( Isaiah 13:10).

Isaiah 13:10, "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine."

Genesis 1:15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.
Genesis 1:16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.
Genesis 1:16 — Comments- The sun, moon and stars were created after the earth was created. The poetic passage in Job 38:4-7 seems to imply that the stars sang as the earth was made. However, within this context of these verses the word "morning stars" most likely refers to angels, because it is set in apposition to the phrase "sons of God."

Job 38:4-7, "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?"

Genesis 1:17 And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 
Genesis 1:18 And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. 
Genesis 1:19 — Comments - The sun rules over the day in the sense that it is the most dominating force in nature. All life proceeds from sunlight. The plant kingdom uses sunlight to grow and reproduce; and the animal kingdom consumes plants to grow and reproduce. The sun is the single most dominate factor in determining the flow of nature during the day. The moon is the most dominating force affecting the natural world at night. It determines nocturnal animal behavior, and moves the tides of the oceans.

Genesis 1:19 And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 
Genesis 1:19 — Comments - God ends the fourth day having fulfilled His purposes and plan for that day. God is at work in each of our lives, helping us fulfill daily plans. In other words, we are given a daily destiny to fulfill, upon which we should focus, so that we do not become anxious about tomorrow ( Matthew 6:34).

Matthew 6:34, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."



Verses 20-23 

The Fifth Day of Creation - Genesis 1:20-23 gives us the account of the fifth day of Creation. On the fifth day of creation God made the great creatures of the sea, the fish and the birds of the air.

Genesis 1:20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 
Genesis 1:21 And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
Genesis 1:22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. 
Genesis 1:23 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.
Genesis 1:23 — Comments - God ends the fifth day having fulfilled His purposes and plan for that day. God is at work in each of our lives, helping us fulfill daily plans. In other words, we are given a daily destiny to fulfill, upon which we should focus, so that we do not become anxious about tomorrow ( Matthew 6:34).

Matthew 6:34, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."



Verses 24-31 

The Sixth Day of Creation - Genesis 1:24-31 gives us the account of the sixth day of Creation. On the sixth day of Creation, God created the land animals and He created man. Note that He did not create woman at this time, because His purpose was to create a man in His own image and after His likeness.

The Creation of Man - Genesis 1:26-30 records the creation of mankind. 

The Uniqueness of Man's Creation- Man was the only part of creation in the book of Genesis that God did not say, "Let there be…," and speak into existence. Instead, He shaped and moulded man from the clay of the earth into His own image and breathed into him the breath of life, a unique event in the Story of Creation.

God Gives Man Dominion Over the Earth - In Genesis 1:26-30 we have the first divine commission that God gives to mankind. In this passage of Scripture God handed over to man the power to rule over the planet earth by giving him dominion. God's creation on earth was designed to serve mankind in their pursuit of serving God. He gave man the plant life, the animal life, and the mineral wealth on this earth in order for each of us to prosper in His plan for our lives. When God blessed them and spoke to them, saying, "God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth," God was not just communicating with Adam and Eve; rather, He was empowering them with the same power that He used to create the heavens and the earth. We see the power of the spoken word in Daniel 10:19, "And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me." We see it again in John 18:6, "As soon then as he had said unto them, I am Hebrews , they went backward, and fell to the ground." However, man yielded this dominion to demonic influence as a result of the Fall in the Garden of Eden. When Jesus Christ conquered death, hell, and the grave, He legally took back this authority and dominion because He too was a man. Jesus then handed this dominion back over to His Church again in the Great Commission when He said, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore…" ( Matthew 28:18-20)

Man's Dominion Was Not to Rule Over One Another- It is important to note that God did not give man dominion over one another. This form of man's dominion and abuse and dictatorship over others is a result of the corruption of the earth under the influence of Satan, who is called the "god of this world" ( 2 Corinthians 4:4, and Ephesians 2:2), and those people who are oppressing others are simply imitating their master, who is Satan. 

Man's Dominion Was Limited to the Earth, and Did not Extend to the Heavens- Note also that man"s dominion and authority was limited to the planet earth. This is confirmed in Psalm 115:16, which tells us that God rules over the heavens, but He has given the earth unto the children of men.

Psalm 115:16, "The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD"S: but the earth hath he given to the children of men."

At this time in God"s plan, man has not been given dominion over the heavenly bodies. Today, man has struggled to inhabit and to have dominion over other heavenly bodies. The United States has landed on the moon and planted a flag in its soil; but in the six thousand years of man"s life on earth, he has yet to live and take dominion of heavenly bodies because this is not God's plan in this age; for man's domain has been limited to planet earth and he is bound with this realm of space.

Man has tried to find out how to break through the realm of time and travel to the past and future. Albert Einstein's theory of relativity gave us important insight into the relationship between time and space. 82] Again, man has failed to break out of the realm of time.

82] Albert Einstein, et al, The Principle of Relativity, trans. M. N. Saha and S. N. Bose (Calcutta, India: University of Calcutta, 1920).

The Extent of God's Commandment was to Take Dominion Over the Earth- God had commanded the plant kingdom to bear seed after its kind and began to do so in order to serve mankind. ( Genesis 1:11). God commanded the animal kingdom to be fruitful and multiply and began to do so ( Genesis 1:22; Genesis 1:24) in order to serve mankind. However, to man God gave a higher order. He was not only commanded to be fruitful and multiply, but to also take authority and dominion over the plant and animal kingdoms as well as the natural resources of the earth ( Genesis 1:26-28). This commandment remains a "standing order" today for us to obey. Thus, the part of God"s creation that was given to man became subject to Prayer of Manasseh , which was the planet earth. It is important to note that God's commandment to man in Genesis 1:26-28 was more extensive than just tending to the animal and plant kingdom, for he was given authority over the entire earth, which included its mineral wealth and natural resources. The earth was designed to serve mankind and life on earth would obey man as it recognizes the Creator"s authority within man. Man could command animals and plants and they would obey him. Man could use its minerals and resources to benefit him and serve his needs.

The way that God planned for man to be able to take dominion was to be fruitful and multiply seeds of righteousness, or godly children. This implies not only having children, but also being able to train them up to fulfill God's destiny in each one of their lives. Each person would find his or her calling on the earth and take dominion over that part. As this person exercised dominion over that part of the earth, God's blessings would come upon it. Thus, man would subdue the earth in righteousness. God created Adam and placed him on earth as His seed ( Genesis 1:27). He then gave mankind the principle of seedtime and harvest by telling them to be fruitful and multiplying ( Genesis 1:28). Finally, God gives man seed to sow and tells him to eat the fruit of his harvest, but not the seed ( Genesis 1:29). Had Adam eaten the seed, he would have no harvest.

Unfortunately, because of the Fall in the Garden of Eden, even the animal kingdom fell out of God's divine order; for the beasts began to devour one another just as mankind has tried to destroy one another since the Fall. Thus, everything that God has placed under man's dominion was affect by the Fall.

It is important to understand that every commandment given by God to mankind, which includes the Mosaic Law, the rest of the Old Testament, as well as the writings of the New Testament, were designed to guide mankind into the fulfillment of this first commandment, which was to be fruitful, multiply and take dominion over the entire earth. God created certain divine laws to govern the planet earth and His commandments were intended to help mankind follow these divine laws in fulfilling each of their destinies. The Church will fulfill this same commandment when it fulfills Jesus' prophecy that the Gospel will be preached to all nations, and then the end will come ( Matthew 24:14).

Matthew 24:14, "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come."

The Principle of Sowing and Reaping- The principle of sowing and reaping was the means by which mankind was ordained to fulfill His commandment to take dominion over the earth. Because of this God immediately placed man in the Garden to till the earth and sow seeds in the natural. In doing so he was to learn the divine principle of sowing and reaping. When man encountered his first need, which was for a helpmate, God did not immediately provide him with a wife. God first told Adam to take care of His need, which was to name the animals. When Adam took care of God's need, then God took care of Adam's need by making a woman from his rib. This followed the divine principle of sowing and reaping.

The woman's role in taking dominion over the earth was not in tilling the soil, but in bearing children. We then see how man was working the land while woman was tending to children. This was God's original divine order and plan for mankind to prosper and fulfill their destinies. This is reflected in the way in which God judged Adam and Eve in the Fall. The woman had her pain and sorrow increased in the area of childbearing while the man had his sorrow and pain increased in tilling the earth. God added travail and sorrow to each of their earthly journeys so that they would learn to turn to Him for their daily peace and rest. Revelation 21:4 mentions how God will one day remove us from this curse of death, sorrow, crying and travail. 

Revelation 21:4, "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away."

Bearing Fruit- John 15:16 tells us that we have been called to bear fruit for the kingdom of God. If we go back to the beginnings, before the Fall of Prayer of Manasseh , we find this same commandment given to mankind. In Genesis 1:28 God commanded man to be fruitful and to multiply. When we follow this plan for our lives, we begin to do those things that are pleasing in His sight and are in a position to ask whatever we want and we will receive from Him ( 1 John 3:22). Thus, the promise in John 15:16 that whatsoever we ask the Father in Jesus' name will be given to us is only from fruit-bearers. Thus we are able to fulfill our individual destinies. Such promises as are found in this verse are not for the carnal-minded.

John 15:16, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you."

1 John 3:22, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight."

God Creates the Institution of Marriage - The story of the creation of man in the Creation Story provides us with an amazing insight into the institution of marriage. Genesis 1:26-30 gives us God's command to Adam and Eve, even though the creation of Eve is given later in the next chapter, because without Eve, Adam could not have multiplied. This passage of Scripture shows us a sequence of events in His divine plan for marriage. He places mankind as the highest order of all of creation, being created in the very image of God Himself ( Genesis 1:26). He then makes them as male and female, which becomes the foundational design for a marriage ( Genesis 1:27). God then gives the man and the woman a plan and purpose for their marriage. They are to fill the earth with righteous offspring ( Genesis 1:28). This commandment will become the original purpose and intent for all of man's endeavours in this life. Under the new covenant, the Great Commission of Matthew 28:28-30 is embedded within this original commandment at the time of Creation, in that the Church is given the task of taking the Gospel to the nations and discipling them out of corruption and sin and into a life of righteousness and integrity. After creating the institution of marriage and given mankind the overall plan, God then gives mankind the necessary provision, or resources, to fulfill this command. He gives them the plant and animal life upon the earth so that they can use life's reproductive characteristics to bring them prosperity ( Genesis 1:20-30). Embedded within this provision is the law of seedtime and harvest. God gave Adam and Eve some of every type of plant and animal life upon the earth, but it was their job to tend the Garden so that they could reap the harvest. They were to partake of a portion of each harvest to meet their needs, then sow the remaining plant seeds into the ground, and the remaining animals into the breeding flocks so that their prosperity was unending.

Genesis 1:24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so.
Genesis 1:24 — Comments- How did earth bring forth life? God made life, including Prayer of Manasseh , from the dust of the ground. See:

Genesis 2:19, "And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof."

Genesis 1:25 And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
Genesis 1:26 — "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness" - Comments- After having designed and created all other plants and animals with a unique shape within His creation, God now creates man after His own image and likeness.

Word Study on "image" - Strong says the Hebrew word "image" ( צֶלֶם) (H 6754) means, "a phantom, i.e. (fig.) illusion, resemblance; hence a representative figure." The Enhance Strong says it comes from an unused primitive root verb that means, "to shade." It is used 17 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "image 16, vain shew 1."

Word Study on "likeness" - Strong says the Hebrew word "likeness" ( דְּמוּת) (H 1823) means, "resemblance." The Enhance Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( דָּמָה) (H 1819), which means, "to compare; by implication to resemble, liken consider." It is used 25 times in the Old Testament. In the KJV, it is translated, "likeness 19, similitude 2, like 2, manner 1, fashion 1."

Comments - Just as man was created in God"s image, man will begat children in his own image and likeness. Note Genesis 5:3, "And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth."

Redemptive Message - Man is going to fall into sin in the third chapter of Genesis. He will then loose the image of God"s glory. However, God"s original plan for mankind will never change. In the new creation of man during the church age, man is recreated in the image of God in his inner man. 

Ephesians 4:24, "And that ye put on the new Prayer of Manasseh , which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness."

Colossians 3:10, "And have put on the new Prayer of Manasseh , which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:"

In the fullness of time in God's redemptive plan for mankind and His creation, man will take on his glorified body again and be restored to the creature that God intended him to be in the Garden of Eden. Note 1 Corinthians 15:49, "And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly."

Scripture References- Note other Scriptures showing that God created man:

Job 33:4, "The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life."

Job 35:10, "But none saith, Where is God my maker, who giveth songs in the night;"

Colossians 1:16, "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:"

Genesis 1:26 — "and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth" - Comments- God was the owner, the overlord, over the earth, but man became the landlord. In this granting of authority to Prayer of Manasseh , God gave him as much right to fail as to succeed. 

Once God establishes laws, they do not change or go away, even after man's fall. God"s plan for mankind is to reestablish him as the landlord, or ruler, over His creation, ruling and reigning as kings and priests unto God. God will restore His creation to its intended purpose and plan, where man again has dominion ( Revelation 5:10).

Revelation 5:10, "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth."

Genesis 1:26 — Comments- The fact that man was created in the likeness of God was a reflection of his divine duties. For example, a horse is shaped to run, an ox is designed to plow, a donkey and camel are designed to carry heavy loads, a fish was shaped to swim, and a bird is created to fly. Some birds are shaped with long beaks so that they can reach nectar deep within certain flowers. In other words, God created each animal for a particular duty and purpose in his overall design of creation. Man was created to be God's representative here on earth, to watch over His creation and to care for it. Therefore, man was created in the image of God, as an illusion of God, since he was to walk in God's authority here on earth. We read in Romans 8:29 that man was predestined to be conformed unto the image of His Son Jesus Christ. He was designed by God to be a "creator" on this earth.

Romans 8:29, "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Song of Solomon , that he might be the firstborn among many brethren."

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.
Genesis 1:27 — Comments- Genesis 1:27 is referred to in Matthew 19:4 and Mark 10:6.

Matthew 19:4, "And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,"

Mark 10:6, "But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female."

From the fact that we have been made in the image of God, we can understand why God said:

1. Men should not cover their head - 

1 Corinthians 11:7, "For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man."

2. Man should not have long hair - 

1 Corinthians 11:14, "Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it is a shame unto him?"

3. Not to defile your bodies - 

1 Corinthians 3:17, "If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are."

4. Do not make any cuts in your flesh. Many primitive tribes still practice this- 

Leviticus 19:28, "Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD."

5. Do not make any marks upon you- 

Leviticus 19:28, "Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am the LORD."

6. Do not cut the corners of your head and beard-

Leviticus 19:27, "Ye shall not round the corners of your heads, neither shalt thou mar the corners of thy beard."

7. Do not murder ( Genesis 9:6) because God created man for His glory ( Isaiah 43:7). This also is our reason to understand the list of God's commandments above.

Genesis 9:6, "Whoso sheddeth man"s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man."

Isaiah 43:7, "Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him."

8. Not to curse other men-

James 3:9, "Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God."

Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. 
Genesis 1:28 — "And God blessed them" - Comments- We must picture God's creation as being perfect up to now. Adam will be placed in the Garden of Eden with eternal live, with no sickness and no problems to face. Kenneth Copeland asks the question, "Why did Adam even needed such a blessing." 83] He goes on to explain that as perfect as the Garden of Eden was, it did not encompass the entire earth. Thus, the blessing was invoked upon Adam as a way of empowering him to fulfill God's commandment to be fruitful and multiply across the earth. In other words, he was to finish what God has started. Man was to now bring God's blessing upon the entire face of the earth by taking dominion over the entire earth.

83] Kenneth Copeland, "Taking Back the Garden of God," Believer's Voice of Victory, February 2007, 4-7.

We see an example of the divine blessing being active in the lives of the patriarchs. Everywhere Abraham, Isaac and Jacob lived, the blessing of God settled upon that piece of ground. They were descendants of and partakers of this Adamic blessing. Copeland explains that this blessing passed from Adam to Abraham, from Abraham to Jesus, and from Jesus to us, the Church. He goes on to explain that this blessing does not automatically operate in our lives just because we are saved. We must mix faith with it and pronounce this blessing in our lives, in every area of our lives. We must decree what God's Word says about us is true in order to walk in this divine blessing just as God decreed this blessing upon Abraham. It is this type of faith that Abraham learned to walk in. He serves as our example of how to walk in God's blessings for our entire lives through faith and obedience. Jesus Christ became our prime example of walking in God's blessing. He walked in the way that Adam was ordained to walk, in perfect peace, Wisdom of Solomon , health and prosperity.

Genesis 1:28 — "and God said unto them" - Comments- The question must be asked, "How did God bless Adam and Eve in Genesis 1:28?" The answer comes in the next phrase, "And God said unto them…" In other words, God spoke this blessing into existence as He spoke it over them.

Genesis 1:28 — "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it" - Word Study on "replenish" - Strong says the Hebrew word "replenish" ( מָלֵא) (H 4390) is a primitive root word that means, "to fill, be full." The meaning "fill" is shown in some modern English translations (RSV). However, some have taken the English word "replenish" to suggest that there was a previous bio-system that existed on the earth that God destroyed before the Creation Story, so that the story of Creation is a "replenishing" of the earth with new forms of life to replace the old bio-system. However, this concept is not supported within the Hebrew text itself.

RSV, "And God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth."

Comments - God could have created many men and women and filled the earth Himself, without giving this task to Adam and Eve. Instead, He created one man and one woman to accomplish this great task, and in doing Song of Solomon , God gave mankind a part of His power to create life. Man and woman can now create a new life after their own image. One reason God gave mankind a portion of His creative power is found in the joy that parents experience in childbirth and in raising children. If God created a world full of adults, the joy of having children would have never been experienced. A father and mother would never know these joys, nor understand the fact that God loves us as much as we love our children. Child rearing serves to teach parents that God has the same great love for us, His children. God also takes great delight in creating our children and watching them grow into adulthood as much as we delight in them. 

Comments - The original purpose and intent of filling the earth was so that righteousness will spread across the earth as godly men and women raised their children. Unfortunately, after the fall the earth was soon filled with violence ( Genesis 6:11) rather than righteousness.

Genesis 6:11, "The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence."

Genesis 1:28 — Comments - The Order of Dominion- Genesis 1:28 gives us the order in which mankind is to dominate the earth. They are first to bear children, which will cause them to multiply. They will be able to fill the earth. When they populate the earth, they are able to subdue it and thus take dominion. The word "dominion" simply means the exercising of one's authority, which comes when something or someone is put under subjection.

Genesis 1:28 — Comments - The Institution of Marriage- Genesis 1:28 reveals that one purpose of the institution of marriage is for procreation, and particularly to reproduce children of righteousness. A second purpose will be for the enjoyment of sex, as taught in the Song of Solomon. A third purpose is to maintain intimacy and unity between the husband and wife ( 1 Corinthians 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:5, Genesis 2:24; Genesis 24:67).

Genesis 1:29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 
Genesis 1:29 — Comments- In Genesis 1:29 we see the principles of seed-faith revealed. God gave to man dominion over the plant kingdom, which kingdom operated on the principles of seed-faith. Man could now produce his harvest of food using the principles of sowing and reaping. God was teaching man that this principle of seed-faith was to operate in every area of his life.

Genesis 1:30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. 
Genesis 1:30 — Comments- The original design of the animal kingdom was for them to eat plant life to survive. It was not God's plan for animals to be carnivorous and eat one another. We see in the book of Isaiah how the lion will one day in the new heavens and new earth return to this order and eat straw like the ox ( Isaiah 11:7; Isaiah 65:25).

Isaiah 11:7, "And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox."

Isaiah 65:25, "The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the serpent"s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the LORD."

Genesis 1:31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. 
Genesis 1:31 — "And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good" - Comments- Six times God has looked at His creation and noted that it was good ( Genesis 1:4; Genesis 1:10; Genesis 1:12; Genesis 1:18; Genesis 1:21; Genesis 1:25). In Genesis 1:31 God says that His creation was "very good." This statement signifies God's view of His creation collectively, with mankind as the highest order, pleased Him. 

Genesis 1:31 — "And the evening and the morning were the sixth day" - Comments - God ends the sixth day having fulfilled His purposes and plan for that day. God is at work in each of our lives, helping us fulfill daily plans. In other words, we are given a daily destiny to fulfill, upon which we should focus, so that we do not become anxious about tomorrow ( Matthew 6:34).

Matthew 6:34, "Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-3 

The Seventh Day of Rest - Genesis 2:1-3 describes how God finished His creation in six days and rested on the seventh day. He ceased from His own works in order to enter into rest. One purpose of this rest was to allow His principles of faith that were made a part of the fabric of His creation to take effect and operate in His creation, particularly in mankind. We read in Hebrews 4:10 that we, too, enter into rest when we cease from our own works and serve the Lord.

Hebrews 4:10, "For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his."

The Number Seven in the Holy Scriptures- The number seven will play an important role throughout the Scriptures as God uses it to bring to pass His divine plan and purpose of creation and redemption for mankind. It will appear in Genesis , in the Law of Moses, all the way until it plays a vital role in the book of Revelation. In the Law of Moses, the Sabbath was the day of rest for man. The seventh year was the Sabbath year where the land rested. The seventh Sabbath year was the year of Jubilee, when everything was to be restored to the rightful owner. The millennial thousand-year reign will be a rest from the evils of Satan, which is the seventh millennial since man was created.

Genesis 2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
Genesis 2:1 — Word Study on "were finished" - Strong says the Hebrew word "were finished" ( כָלָה) (H 3615) is a primitive root and means, "to end, whether intransitive (to cease, be finished, perish) or transitive (to complete, prepare, consume)."

Genesis 2:2 And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.
Genesis 2:2 — Word Study on "rested" - Strong says the Hebrew word "rested" ( שָׁבַת) (H 7673) is primitive root means, "to repose, i.e. desist (from exertion)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 71times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "cease 47, rest 11, away 3, fail 2, celebrate 1, misc 7."

Genesis 2:2 — Comments- Why did God rest on the Sabbath, since He was Almighty and needed no physical rest? I believe that He stopped and rested in order to see His Glory, the glory of His handiwork.

While teaching on the Creation story, I asked my little 5-year old daughter what God did on the seventh day. She quickly said, "He went to sleep." (October 27, 2003) Well, not exactly. He simply ended the work required to fulfill His office and plan. When I finish building something, I do not go to sleep. Rather, I stand back and admire the work of my hands. I enjoy watching something word that I put together. In the same way, God has stepped back in order to enjoy His creation.

When God entered into rest, He did so fully satisfied with His creation. His rest was eternal because He found full contentment in the creation of man and the heavens and earth. God loves us so much that He is fully satisfied with us. He need not look for another being to love, for He has rested forever with us in His mind.

Genesis 2:2 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament- Genesis 2:2 is quoted in Hebrews 4:4.

Hebrews 4:4, "For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works."

Genesis 2:2 — Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Exodus 20:11, "For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them Isaiah , and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it."

Note other biblical references to the Creation Story:

Nehemiah 9:6, "Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee."

Psalm 33:6, "By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth."

Psalm 102:25, "Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands."

Isaiah 45:12, "I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded."

Genesis 2:3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.


Verses 4-25 

The Divine Commission of Adam and Eve - The passage in Genesis 2:4-25 emphasizes the divine commission of Adam and Eve in their respective roles, which are to take dominion over the earth. After the Scriptures tells us about the creation of the world in chapter one, it then focuses upon the creation of man and his role in God's creation. This is because man was the highest order in God's creation and it is through man that His creation will be able to fulfill its purpose. Since the theme of Scriptures is the redemption of mankind, it quickly focuses upon the issues surrounding man's fall and ultimate redemption, for He will redeem His creation through mankind because of the Fall of Adam and Eve.

Thus, after the Scriptures open with the story of God's creation ( Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3), we then read a second but more detailed account of the creation of man ( Genesis 2:4-25). Although Genesis 1:26-28 mentioned the creation of man and woman on the sixth day of creation, then why are we given a second, more detailed, account of the creation of man and woman in chapter two; perhaps because this sets the stage for the genealogy of Adam, which takes us on a journey towards the fulfillment of the genealogy of Jesus Christ and His work of redemption on Calvary? Therefore, the book of Genesis will continue to narrow its stories down to the people Israel as His chosen people to carry out His plan of redemption for mankind. The New Testament will narrow God's focus to the Church of Jesus Christ. We then we find the nation of Israel being brought back into focus in Romans 9-11and the book of Revelation , which shows us that God will use this plan to bring redemption and restoration back to His entire creation. Thus, the Scriptures have taken us full circle in God's plan of redemption, for mankind first, then for His entire creation.

In Genesis 2:4-25 God called Adam to begin taking dominion over the earth. He was charged to dominion over the plant kingdom by tending the Garden of Eden ( Genesis 2:15), and he was charged to take dominion over the animal kingdom by naming each one of them as he determined their respective roles in serving mankind. Thus, Adam began to fulfill his divine calling.

The Creation of Woman - Genesis 2:18-25 records the creation of woman. Up until Genesis 2:18 God had said that everything He created was good. Now He observed that it was not a good thing for Adam to be alone. Thus, Genesis 2:18 is the first negative assessment that God has made regarding His creation. As we will see, I do not think that it was a mistake that God had made. Rather, it was the first time when God's divine principles of sowing and reaping would need to be implemented in order for man's needs to be met. In the next two verses ( Genesis 2:19-20), God gives man the task of naming all of the animals. Then in Genesis 2:21-22 God causes Adam to fall into a deep sleep and creates his help mate from his rib. It seems that the creation of the woman in Genesis 1:21-22 should have immediately followed God's recognition of man's need in Genesis 2:18. We see God stating that it was not good for man to be alone and that He would make him an help meet in Genesis 2:18. Then in Genesis 2:21-22 God makes him an help meet. Genesis 2:19-20 is inserted between God's assessment of the need and God's act of meeting that need. In other words, God gives man a job to do before He meets the need of Adam. Why is this the case? In this passage, as Adam names all of the animals, he saw male and female animals and how God designed the animal kingdom. He then recognized a lack in his own life of such a companion; for the Scripture says, "but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him." It was this exercise of naming the animals that God had assigned to him that made Adam aware of his need, which was the lack of a companion. This assignment also helped man to understand that he had a higher calling than the animals because he was of a higher order. 

We know from Genesis 2:18 that Adam had a need. In order to have his need met by God, he first had to take care of God's needs. God needed Adam to set the animal kingdom in order by naming each of them ( Genesis 2:19-20). When he met God's needs, then God in turn moved and met his need of an help mate ( Genesis 2:21-22). 

How often had God given me a provision and I did not recognize it nor appreciate it. Or, I may have prayed for it, but because I was not ready for it, I did not recognize or accept it when it came. Perhaps God took Adam to a place by this exercise where he was able to recognize the fact that his help meet was also to look like him so that he could recognize and receive and love the woman as his own help mate. Otherwise, he may have thought that the woman was created for a different purpose than for him.

God has a purpose and a plan tailor made for each of us. He must take us to a place of acknowledging our need and crying out to Him before He will meet that need. Just because we have a need does not mean that God will immediately provide that need. Neither do you treat your growing children this way. Otherwise, they would not appreciate and manage the provision that you do give them. We must allow our children to come to a place of maturity where they can properly manage the blessings that we give to them. Hard work is often the path to maturity in order to receive and appreciate such blessings from parents.

For example, when my wife first came into Pentecost by joining Calvary Cathedral International, a full Gospel church, she was slain in the Spirit a number of times and even physically healed. These events caused her to recognize that there was something lacking in her spiritual growth. She understood that there was more to God than she had experienced and she wanted more. She soon began to speak in tongues and to attend Bible school. God had to show her this need in her life before she would pursue it and embrace these blessings. The need had been there since her birth, but was not recognized until God mightily touched her life. The need could not be met until she understood that need.

The Method by Which God Created the Woman- It is interesting to examine the method of how God made the woman. He could have made her like He made the other female animals; however, He chose in His design over creation to make the woman from the rib of man. If we look for a scientific answer as to why God chose the rib we discover some amazing facts. The Scriptures tell us that God took the rib from Adam and "built it into a woman." This Hebrew word describes woman's creation as a process. Modern science has discovered that within bone marrow lay immature cells called stem cells. Their normal function is to produce the three types of blood cells needed in the body, which are white blood cells, red blood cells and platelets. These stem cells also have the function to develop into mature cells that produce fat, cartilage, bone, tendons, and muscle. Scientists have isolated these cells and transferred them into cell cultures and encouraged them to reproduce. One article from the American Federation for Aging Research says that the potential for use of these cells in tissue engineering, cell therapy and gene therapy is just beginning to be understood. 84] An article from Science Blog says that new research from the Oregon Health and Science University shows that bone marrow stem cells, when exposed to damaged liver tissue, can quickly convert into healthy liver cells and help repair the damaged organ. 85] In other words, scientists are discovering that these bone marrow stem cells have the potential to create the organs and other parts of the human body. It seems that when God created woman from the rib of Adam, He causes these stem cells to perform the functions that they were created to do, which was to grown into the various parts of the human body.

84] Lisa Chippendale, Stem Cells: Penetrating the Mysteries of a Potential Cure-All [on-line]; accessed 13March 2009; available from http://websites.afar.org/site/PageServer?pagename=IA_feat 24; Internet.

85] OHSU Researchers Use Stem Cells to Repair Liver Damage in Mice, in Science Blog (2000) [on-line]; accessed 13March 2009; available from http://www.scienceblog.com/community/older/2000/D/200003224.html; Internet.

Why would God take the bone from Adam's rib? The answer probably lies in the fact that a person can have a rib bone removed without if affecting his physical performance. If the bone had been taken from his leg, he would not have been able to walk properly, or from his arm and he would not have been able to use his hand and arm properly, or his back and he would have problems in movement. The one place in the human body where a bone can be removed without imposing any restrictions upon the human body would be a rib bone.

Woman as Man's Help Mate - God created the man first to establish his purpose and plan on earth. God held a relationship with man before He created the woman, who would also have an intimate relationship with the man. This reflects that importance of a man holding his relationship with God of higher priority that with his wife, so that in following God's plan, the wife will also be blessed with the best that the man can provide for her. In the book of Job , God's servant Job held his tongue even when his own wife told him to curse God and die ( Job 2:9). In this act of obeying God rather than yielding to the woman, both were blessed in the end of this great trial. Also, when Abraham obeyed God and departed for the land of Canaan, his wife's obedience to follow him resulted in blessings upon them both.

The Institution of Marriage - Genesis 2:18-25 records the institution of marriage between a man and a woman. This story tells us how God created Eve from Adam's rib and gave her to the man as his wife. God created the woman in a unique way, different from any beast or even Adam. He did this in order to establish the institution of marriage. While the animals and beasts mated indiscriminately among the herds, Adam recognized that the woman was a part of himself because God took her from his rib, someone to be cherished; thus, her name became woman. The manner in which God created the woman caused the man to see themselves as one, one flesh in union with one another. In this way, intimacy was formed between the man and the woman. Had the woman been created separate from Adam, he might have viewed his relationship with her casually, as the beasts did with one another. Instead, they became united in heart and mind as well as the physical union used to create the woman, creating the institution of marriage that is held sacred between a man and a woman. 

It is interesting to note that the Scriptures do not say Adam and Eve lived happily ever after, a phrase we often use in modern story telling. The Scriptures never say that Adam and Eve's marriage was a happy marriage because God knows that this couple must work at having such an intimate relationship as any other married couple. In other words, a happy marriage does not come automatically. It is a process of learning each one's needs and being willing to sacrifice one's self to meet those needs. People initially marry someone thinking that he or she will make me happy, rather than going into a marriage with the attitude of making the other happy.

A marriage between a man and a woman initially meets a person's emotional and sexual needs, but spiritual unity and intimacy take time for any married couple. For example, when God asked Adam why he ate of the forbidden tree, he blamed Eve, showing that Adam was not intimate with Eve. The Scriptures read "the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him," ( Genesis 2:18) referring to Adam's need for companion, and "Adam knew Eve." ( Genesis 4:1), referring to his sexual need. This is why happiness is not automatic in any marriage, since maturity comes through the process of time and a willingness for both to sacrifice themselves.

Jewish Tradition Regarding the Creation of Woman - Jewish tradition says that God created woman on the sixth day of the second week of Creation after Adam named the animals on the first five days of the second week (The Book of Jubilees 36-7).

"And He awaked Adam out of his sleep and on awaking he rose on the sixth day, and He brought her to him, and he knew her, and said unto her: ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called [my] wife; because she was taken from her husband.'" (The Book of Jubilees 36-7)

Genesis 2:4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 
Genesis 2:4 — Word Study on "generations" - BDB says the Hebrew word "generations" ( תֹּולֵדֹות) (H 8435) means, "descendants, results, proceedings, generations, genealogies." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 39 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "generations 38, birth 1." Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( יָלַד) or ( לֵדָה) (H 3205), which means, "to bear, bring forth, beget, gender, travail." 

Comments- The Hebrew word that is translated "generations" is used thirteen times in the book of Genesis , which verses are listed below. This word is contained in key verses that serve to identify the major divisions of this book. In other words, these key verses will distinguish the divisions of the scenes in the narrative material of the book of Genesis.

Genesis 2:4, "These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,"

Genesis 5:1, "This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created Prayer of Manasseh , in the likeness of God made he him;"

Genesis 6:9, "These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God."

Genesis 10:1, "Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood."

Genesis 10:32, "These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood."

Genesis 11:10, "These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood:"

Genesis 11:27, "Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot."

Genesis 25:12, "Now these are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham"s Song of Solomon , whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah"s handmaid, bare unto Abraham:"

Genesis 25:13, "And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam,"

Genesis 25:19, And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham"s son: Abraham begat Isaac:"

Genesis 36:1, "Now these are the generations of Esau, who is Edom."

Genesis 36:9, "And these are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in mount Seir:"

Genesis 37:2, "These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the flock with his brethren; and the lad was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father"s wives: and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report."

Genesis 2:4 — Word Study on "YHWH" - Genesis 2:4 contains the first use of the Hebrew word "YHWH" ( יְהוָֹה) (H 3068) in the Holy Scriptures. The Jews considered this name too holy to pronounce, so they changed its vowel sounds and pronounced it "Jehovah." The second chapter of Genesis reveals that the creator of the heavens and earth is in fact YHWH, which is His name. Strong says this name literally means, "the self-existing one," which reveals that He has no beginning or end.

Genesis 2:5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 
Genesis 2:5 — Word Study on "before" - Strong says the Hebrew word "before" ( טֶרֶם) (H 2962) is used as an adverb and means, "not yet," or "before." The Enhance Strong says it is used at least 57 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "before, ere, not yet, neither."

Comments- The ASV gives a better translation of Genesis 2:5 when rendering the adverb ( טֶרֶם) as "not yet."

"And no plant of the field was yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung up; for Jehovah God had not caused it to rain upon the earth: and there was not a man to till the ground."

Many modern translations also prefer the translation "not yet."

NIV, "…no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of the field had yet sprung up; the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man to work the ground."

RSV, "when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up--for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no man to till the ground."

YLT, "no shrub of the field is yet in the earth, and no herb of the field yet sprouteth, for Jehovah God hath not rained upon the earth, and a man there is not to serve the ground."

These modern translations explain the reason for the earth not having plants and herbs of the field yet growing across the face of the earth, because there was as yet no rain. This type of rain would not come until the time of Noah after the flood. Until then, the next verse ( Genesis 2:6) explains how God caused a mist of water vapour to come up from the earth and water the surface of the ground. We read of the barrenness of the earth outside of the Garden of Eden in the first book of Adam and Eve. Genesis 2:5 seems to support this extra-biblical description of the ancient world immediately after the Fall.

Genesis 2:6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.
Genesis 2:7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.
Genesis 2:7 — "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground" - Comments- Jesse Duplantis comments on Genesis 2:7 by saying that Adam's physical body was not created; rather, it was formed out of the dust of the ground. It was his spirit that was created by God at the time that He breathed into Adam's nostrils the breath of life. 86]

86] Jesse Duplantis, Jesse Duplantis (New Orleans: Louisiana), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 2008), television program.

Genesis 2:7 — "and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life" - Comments- The creation of man was different than that of all other creatures. At his creation man became a spirit being as God breathed into the "breath," or "spirit," of life. All other creatures have a body and a soul. Man alone was triune, as was God, being created as a spirit, soul and body. Therefore, man will live eternally, but I do not think this is the case with animals. However, we do have verses that tell us about animals have the "breath of life," which may be a reference to a spirit ( Genesis 7:15; Genesis 7:22).

Genesis 7:15, "And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life."

Genesis 7:22, "All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died."

Genesis 2:7 — "and man became a living soul" - Comments- Andrew Wommack notes that before the "breath of life," which refers to the spirit of Prayer of Manasseh , was imparted into Adam, his physical body had no life ( James 2:26). 87]

87] Andrew Wommack, Spirit, Soul & Body (Colorado Springs, Colorado: Andrew Wommack Ministries, Inc, 2005), 11-12.

James 2:26, "For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also."

Genesis 2:7 — Comments- When a person dies, the opposite of that described in Genesis 2:7 happens; his spirit departs from his physical body and returns to God ( Ecclesiastes 12:7).

Ecclesiastes 12:7, "Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it."

Genesis 2:7 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament- The phrase "and man became a living soul" Genesis 2:7 in quoted in 1 Corinthians 15:45.

1 Corinthians 15:45, "And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit."

Genesis 2:8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.
Genesis 2:8 — "And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden" - Word Study on "garden" - Strong says the Hebrew word "garden" "gan" ( גַּן) (H 1588) means, "a garden." BDB adds the additional meaning, "an enclosure."

Word Study on "Eden" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Eden" ( עֵדֶן) (H 5731) means, "delight, pleasure." It occurs 17 times in the Old Testament, being used only as a proper name. It refers to the Garden of Eden on 11occasions and it refers to individuals, one being a Gershonite Levite, the son of Joah who lived in the days of King Hezekiah of Judah, on 6 occasions ( 2 Chronicles 29:12; 2 Chronicles 31:15). Strong says this Hebrew word comes from the primitive root ( עָדַן) (H 5727), which means, "to be soft, or pleasant." There are three other occasions in which the similar word "Eden" ( עֶדֶן) (H 5729) is used in reference to a place conquered by Assyria; probably located in the northwest of Mesopotamia.

Comments- It is interesting to note the fact that God "planted" a garden in Eden. Up until this time He had spoken various aspects of His creation into existence. In the creation story of Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 2:3 the Lord spoke and created the Heavens and the Earth. In the second story that records the creation of Adam and Eve, the text says that "God formed" ( Genesis 2:7), "God planted" ( Genesis 2:8), and "God made to grow" ( Genesis 2:9). How did God form Prayer of Manasseh , plant a garden and make the trees grow? We know that He first created all things by His Word, as mentioned in 2 Peter 3:5-7, which explains how by His Word God creates all things, sustains all things, and will one day destroy this present heavens and earth. However, God now took the clay that makes up the earth and "formed" man. He then took the seed from the trees He had made and "planted" a garden, "sowing" seed in the ground to cause a garden to come forth. The reason God "planted a garden" rather than "speaking" a garden into existence is because He instituted the principle of seed-time and harvest upon the earth in Genesis 1:28-30, so the earth was under the dominion of that law. The earth held the seed in its warm, moist soil; the water germinated the seed; and the sun caused the seedlings to grow. Therefore, God now operated in men's lives and in nature by this law. Where did God get this seed to sow? Perhaps it came from the plants that were made on the third day of creation.

2 Peter 3:5-7, "For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men."

Genesis 2:8 — "and there he put the man whom he had formed" - Comments- God planted this garden by sowing. He then placed Adam in this garden to watch over this process of sowing and reaping. God designed the Garden of Eden for a number of reasons. One purpose was to teach Adam the divine principles of sowing and reaping and how to appropriate them in his own life.

Genesis 2:8 — Comments- The Garden of Eden (The Reason for Its Creation was to have Fellowship with Man) - The reason that God made the Garden of Eden was so that He could have fellowship with man. The fact that it was located "eastward" implies that God dwelt in a physical location, just as we see that Melchizedek dwelt in Jerusalem ( Genesis 14:18-20). This place served somewhat as a sanctuary, or a holy place, where God was able to come and meet with Adam in the cool of the day. The Book of Jubilees 312says that this garden was holier than all the places on the earth. This is why God had to drive man out of the Garden after the Fall, since no sin can dwell in His presence.

Genesis 14:18-20, "And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all."

Genesis 2:8 — Comments- The Garden of Eden (Lessons on Sowing and Reaping for Man) - We must not overlook an important reason for God placing man in the Garden of Eden to tend it. The Scriptures tell us that the field is there to benefit all of us. For even the king is served by the harvest of the field ( Ecclesiastes 5:9). By these labours of tending the earth, the Lord was to teach mankind the principles of sowing and reaping. As they saw this principle manifested in the natural, they would be able to then apply this principle to the spiritual realm. Perhaps the most important divine law that man was to learn was the law of seedtime and harvest, of sowing and reaping. 

Ecclesiastes 5:9, "Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field."

An additional insight into the fact that Adam tended the Garden is to note that Adam had a particular task or duty ordained by God before the Fall. If man had not fallen, we still would all be assigned duties. These duties would be subject to the law of sowing and reaping. Thus, we can be assured that in Heaven we will be assigned divine duties, which are also subjected to the law of sowing and reaping.

Genesis 2:8 — Comments- The Garden of Eden (Its Location) - Genesis 2:8 tells us that "the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden." The whereabouts of this ancient Garden of Eden, as it is called, has always been a mystery. The Garden of Eden was located "eastward" in relation to what proximity? (1) Perhaps it was eastward of the homeland of writer of Genesis , which fits the location of the author Moses while in the wilderness. If Moses wrote the Pentateuch, this would put Eden to the east of the land of Palestine. We also know that during the time of the Patriarchs the land of the East was Babylonia and Mesopotamia, the region that is now modern Iraq; or, (2) perhaps "eastward" is in proximity to the place where man was created. For example, The Book of Jubilees (333) tells us that God made man in the land of Elda before placing man in the Garden of Eden; and we know according to Genesis 4:16 that the land of Nod was located east of Eden.

Genesis 4:16, "And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden."

George Wright tells us that "the Assyrian inscriptions idinu (Accadian, edin) means ‘plain' and it is from this that the biblical word is probably derived." Thus, its location would be on the well-watered plains somewhere in the vicinity of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. The most likely place for Eden in which archeological evidence strongly supports, is in the Euphrates Valley near the area of Eridu, not far from the ancient city of Babylon. It is suggested that several thousand years ago, the Persian Gulf extended at least one hundred (100) miles upstream to the area of Eridu, and that deposits of river silt have moved the mouth of the Persian Gulf down to its present location. In fact, the ancient Babylonians called the Persian Gulf by the name "nar marratum," meaning "the bitter river." As further support, cuniform inscriptions found near Eridu testify to a garden being located in this area, called a "holy place," where a sacred palm tree grew. This tree of life appears frequently upon these inscriptions with two guardian spirits standing on either side. One other additional support for the region around Babylon being the location of the ancient Garden of Eden is the fact that the greatest supplies of fossil fuels in the world have been discovered in this region of the Middle East. We know that such large quantities of fossil fuels originated from a vast source of plant material. Apparently, the city of Babylon, which has been characterized throughout Scriptures as the seat of Satan on earth, is found in the area of the Garden of Eden simply because Satan has tried to move in and control the world from the very site that God originally chose to make a holy place where He could commune with man. 88]

88] George Frederick Wright, "Eden," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 2:8 — Comments- The Garden of Eden (Its Potential to Expand Across the Earth) - When God made man and woman, His plan was for them to be fruitful and multiply and to cover the face of the earth. It is very possible that in like manner, God created the Garden of Eden as a place where all plants and animals were placed so that they would reproduce and go forth also to inhabit the earth. They would naturally follow the four rivers that went forth to water the four corners of the earth and eventually cover the earth. This is the way that the earth was Revelation -inhabited after the Flood in the time of Noah. Thus, the Garden of Eden would have been served as a breeding ground for the plant and animal kingdoms to begin their procreation. This would mean that much of the earth in the early days of creation was completely uninhabited. This is the description given in the extra-biblical writing called The First Book of Adam and Eve. 89] When they were driven out of the Garden of Eden, they found the earth barren in comparison to the Garden.

89] The Books of Adam and Eve, trans. Wells, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 123-154.

Genesis 2:9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Genesis 2:9 — "And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food" - Comments- How did God make trees grow? He did it by His Word, as mentioned in 2 Peter 3:5-7, which explains how by His Word God creates all things, sustains all things, and will one day destroy this present heavens and earth.

2 Peter 3:5-7, "For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men."

Genesis 2:9 — "the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil" - Comments- God planted the two trees in the Garden of Eden called the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. This was so that man would have a choice of whether or not to serve Him. God created man with a free will. God wanted man to serve Him with his free will and not out of compulsion. In the Garden of Eden man had a choice to show his love and obedience to God.

Genesis 2:9 — Comments- Genesis 2:9 shows God's goodness as mentioned in James 1:17. God gave to man good things for him to enjoy.

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

Comments- The Four Rivers in the Garden of Eden - Genesis 2:10-14 describes four rivers pouring forth from the Garden of Eden. If we believe in continental drift and in the movement of tectonic plates, as scientific evidence and many Creationist Bible scholars support, we can easily imagine a time before the Flood when all of the continents were contained in one single mass of land. Perhaps these four rivers with their tributaries were designed to water this entire landmass. Thus, this passage in Genesis gives us a picture of four rivers going forth from the Garden of Eden to water the four corners of this land mass, or the north, south, east and west. The first river Pison served to water the whole land of Havilah. The second river Gihon watered the whole land of Ethiopia. The third river Hiddekel watered the region of Assyria. The fourth river Euphrates is not identified with any particular land. Note that Josephus viewed the great river that ran out from the garden as the one ocean that encompassed the earth.

"Now the garden was watered by one river, which ran round about the whole earth, and was parted into four parts. And Phison, which denotes a multitude, running into India, makes its exit into the sea, and is by the Greeks called Ganges. Euphrates also, as well as Tigris, goes down into the Red Sea. Now the name Euphrates, or Phrath, denotes either a dispersion, or a flower: by Tiris, or Diglath, is signified what is swift, with narrowness; and Geon runs through Egypt, and denotes what arises from the east, which the Greeks call Nile." (Josephus, Antiquities 113)

Such an image of a single source of water going forth reminds us of the heavenly description of the throne of God in the final chapter of Revelation with the River of Life flowing out ( Revelation 22:1). Thus, the Holy Bible begins with a clear description of Paradise with its river that brings life, and it ends with a description of our heavenly paradise call Heaven with its River of Life.

Revelation 22:1, "And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb."

Recent satellite images of Iraq have revealed two "dead" rivers that feed into the upper part of the Persian Gulf. These two ancient rivers come, one from the east and one from the west, and meet together at the mouth of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers as they empty into the mouth of the Persian Gulf. Archeologists, such as Juris Zarins, Calvin Schlabach and others, believe this is the most convincing evidence to date of the original location of the Garden of Eden. At this location four rivers once met together at the Persian Gulf; research suggests this region was once lush and fertile; the ancient river that runs through central Saudi Arabia fits the description of "Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold," possibly referring to the fine gold found in this region since ancient times. 90]

90] James A. Sauer, "The River Runs Dry: Creation Story Preserves Historical Memory," Biblical Archaeology Review, Vol 22, No 4, July/August 1996, pp 52-54, 57, 64; Molly Dewsnap, "The Kuwait River," Biblical Archaeology Review, Vol 22, No 4, July/August 1999, pp 55; Willie E. Dye, Lost Garden of Eden River Found, New Covenant Institute of Biblical Archaeology [on-line]; accessed 13March 2009; available at http://www.nciba.us/eden.htm; Internet.

Genesis 2:10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. 
Genesis 2:11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 
Genesis 2:11 — Word Study on "Pison" - BDB says the Hebrew word "Pison" ( פִּישֹׁון) (H 6376) literally means, "increase," and that it refers to one of the four rivers found in the Garden of Eden. This word is used only one time in the Scriptures. Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( פּוּשׁ) (H 6335), which means, "to spread, to act proudly." 

Genesis 2:12 — Word Study on "Havilah" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Havilah" ( חֲוִילָה) (H 2341) literally means, "circle." BDB says that the land of Havilah was "a part of Eden through which flowed the river Pison (Araxes); was probably the Grecian Colchis, in the northeast corner of Asia Minor, near the Caspian Sea," or "a district in Arabia of the Ishmaelites named from the second son of Cush; probably the district of Kualan, in the northwestern part of Yemen." Also, Havilah was the second son of Cush ( Genesis 10:7).

Genesis 10:7, "And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan."

Genesis 2:12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone. 
Genesis 2:12 — Word Study on "bdellium" - BDB says the Hebrew word "bdellium" ( בְּדֹלַח) (H 916) means, "bdellium (i.e. gum resin)." Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( בָּדַל) (H 914), which means, "to divide, to separate." This word is only used two times in the Old Testament ( Genesis 2:12, Numbers 11:7). The ISBE says this word "points to the identification of it with the fragrant resinous gum known to the Greeks as bdellion, several kinds being mentioned by Dioscorides and Pliny." 91]

91] James Orr, "Bdellium," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Numbers 11:7, "And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium."

Genesis 2:12 — Word Study on "onyx" - BDB defines the Hebrew word "onyx" ( שֹׁהַם) (H 7718) to mean, "a precious stone or gem, probably onyx, chrysoprasus, beryl, malachite." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 11times in the Old Testament, being translated "onyx 11."

Genesis 2:12 — Comments- Arabia was famous for its gold. Most scholars believe that the land of Havilah was in Arabia.

Genesis 2:13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 
Genesis 2:13 — Word Study on "Gihon"- BDB says the Hebrew word "Gihon" ( גִּיחֹון) (H 1521) is the name of "one of the four rivers found in the Garden of Eden," and that it literally means, "bursting forth." BDB says this same name was used later in the Scriptures for "a spring near Jerusalem where the anointing and proclaiming of Solomon as king took place." This Hebrew word is used six times in the Scriptures, but only one of those uses refers to the river Gihon. The other five uses refer to a spring near Jerusalem. Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( גָּחָה) (H 1518), which means, "to burst forth." Josephus identifies this river with the Nile River, "Geon, which runs through Egypt, is the same which the Greeks call Nile." (Josephus, Antiquities 113)

Genesis 2:14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.
Genesis 2:14 — Word Study on "Hiddekel" - BDB tells us that the great river Hiddekel, Hebrew ( חִדֶּקֶל) (H 2313), is "one of the rivers of Eden, which coursed east toward Assyria. It is better known as the Tigris (the LXX equivalent)," and that the word "Hiddekel" literally means "rapid." This word is only found two times in the Old Testament ( Genesis 2:14, Daniel 10:4).

Daniel 10:4, "And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel;"

Genesis 2:14 — Word Study on "Euphrates" - BDB identifies the Hebrew word "Euphrates" ( פְּרָת) (H 6578) with the Euphrates River, saying, "the largest and longest river of western Asia; rises from two chief sources in the Armenian mountains and flows into the Persian Gulf." Strong tells us that this name literally means, "fruitfulness." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Euphrates 19." Gesenius says the Greek word ευφράτης (from אֶפְרָת) reveals how the name "Euphrates" is derived from the Hebrew word ( פְּרָת). He tells us that the name of this river denoted "sweet water," and that "the Euphrates is sweet and pleasant-tasting." He compares Jeremiah 2:18, in which the prophet accused Judah of preferring to drink of the waters of the Nile and of the Euphrates. This meant that they preferred to serve their gods rather than the God of Israel.

Jeremiah 2:18, "And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what hast thou to do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river?"

Genesis 2:15 And the LORD God took the Prayer of Manasseh , and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
Genesis 2:15 — Comments - As Adam labored in the Garden of Eden, he gained immediately insight into God's divine law of sowing and reaping. Adam began to understand that his success at taking dominion upon the earth was dependent upon his sowing and reaping. God would later send the children of Israel into the Promised Land and command them to go in and possess the land ( Deuteronomy 1:8). Their possession and dominion of the Promised Land involved farming and raising livestock, which again taught them the principle of sowing and reaping. 

Deuteronomy 1:8, "Behold, I have set the land before you: go in and possess the land which the LORD sware unto your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give unto them and to their seed after them."

Genesis 2:16 And the LORD God commanded the Prayer of Manasseh , saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
Genesis 2:16 — Comments- God's command was that He forbade Adam and Eve to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, which brought death. The tree of life brought life. God also gave Abraham a command in Genesis 22to test him, to see if Abraham really believed God"s Word. The command in this verse was also a test of their love and faith in God.

God placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden so that man could use the free will that God placed within him to choose between good and evil, right and wrong. God did not want man to stumble, but rather He wanted man to be able to prove his love and devotion to him of his own choosing. There can be no true love to show the Father unless there is an ability to make a choice to love or to disobey.

Genesis 2:17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
Genesis 2:17 — "for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" - Comments- In Genesis 2:17 God told Adam that in the day that he eats of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil he would surely die. This warning did not mean that Adam would physically die within a 24-hour period after eating of this tree. He meant that Adam would die spiritually by cutting himself off from the life-flowing fellowship he had in the presence of Almighty God. When a being's spiritual life is cut off, its physical life will soon wither up and die, just the fig tree that Jesus cursed. Thus, physical death would come within a certain period of time. Therefore, this word for death primarily means separation from God, for Adam and Eve were driven from the presence of God on the same day that they sinned, but it results in physical death. The process of death began the minute Adam and Eve died. It took them almost one thousand years to die physically, but the process of death began the day then sinned.

The Book of Jubilees (429-31) interprets this phrase to mean that Adam would die within a thousand year period since "one thousand years are as one day in the testimony of the heavens". We find this phrase in 2 Peter 3:8, which says that one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years is as one day. Adam lived 930 years, just less than "a thousand year" day from God"s perspective. Song of Solomon , from God"s view, Adam died in the "day," or thousand-year period, that he ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam died that day both spiritually and physically.

2 Peter 3:8, "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."

Genesis 2:15-17 — Comments- God Teaches Man How To Sow and Reap- The first divine principle that God was to teach man was that of sowing and reaping; for God placed man in the Garden of Eden and commanded him to tend it and to keep it. As man learned this principle in the natural realm, he could then apply it to the spiritual realm and to every aspect of his life. It was this principle that would lead man into abundance and prosperity and into a deeper devotion to God. We see the best example of this when Jesus fed the multitude in John 6. When the people later followed Him across the Sea of Galilee, they were seeking material provisions. However, Jesus took the opportunity to teach them that He was the true bread of life. The lesson of being fed miraculously was intended to teach them to seek the Lord as their Provider. Jesus told them to labour for the meat that endures unto everlasting life. Jesus tried to explain that if they would sow by seeking Him, they would reap eternal life.

John 6:27, "Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed."

Another excellent example of the Lord teaching the principles of sowing and reaping and applying it to our spiritual lives is found in the Parable of the Sower. He taught His disciples that sowing the Word of God was like a man sowing seed in different types of soil. Each seed produced a harvest according to the soil that it was sown in.

Even during Israel's Exodus from Egypt and the Wilderness journey, God taught them to gather manna each morning. The lesson of this labour was to teach the children of Israel that man did not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

When God send the twelve spies into the land of Canaan to spy out the Promised Land, He tried to teach His children how to receive spiritually from Him by showing them a natural harvest of blessings that were produced by tilling and tending the ground. They returned with a cluster of grapes so large that they had to carry it on a pole between two men ( Numbers 13:23). 

Numbers 13:23, "And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs."

Such a natural harvest from the earth should have taught them about God's abundant provision for those who would serve Him. Instead, as Adam and Eve, they chose to rebel and do what they wanted to do. During their times of trials in the wilderness, the children of Israel even looked back to their harvest of fruits and vegetables in Egypt and longed to return to those natural blessings ( Exodus 16:3, Numbers 11:4-6).

Exodus 16:3, "And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with hunger."

Numbers 11:4-6, "And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat? We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick: But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes."

Those natural blessings had failed to teach them the spiritual principles of sowing and reaping.

With this lesson of sowing and reaping, God gave man a commandment not to touch one particular tree. He did this so that man could make a choice as to whether he would serve God or disobey Him. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was planted in the garden to prove Prayer of Manasseh , to see whether he would serve God or not. It was a test of man's love and devotion to the living God. If man had not choice, then he might serve the Lord out of compulsion and not out of love, for God wants man to serve Him cheerfully and not grudgingly ( 2 Corinthians 9:7). This tree provided the test.

2 Corinthians 9:7, "Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver."

Today there are many things that God does not want us to touch. God used this principle many times in order to test man's love for the living God. Many people in Old Testament were cut off from Israel because of disobedience. 

Illustrations:

1. God tested the children of Israel by telling them not to touch the spoils of Jericho:

Joshua 6:18, "And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it." 

2. God left the Canaanites in the land of Israel to test their loyalty:

Judges 2:21-23, "I also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of the nations which Joshua left when he died: That through them I may prove Israel, whether they will keep the way of the LORD to walk therein, as their fathers did keep it, or not. Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving them out hastily; neither delivered he them into the hand of Joshua."

Judges 3:1, "Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to prove Israel by them, even as many of Israel as had not known all the wars of Canaan;"

Judges 3:4, "And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would hearken unto the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses."

3. God tested King Saul by telling him to utterly destroy the Amalekites. However, Saul disobeyed and saved the best of the spoil:

1 Samuel 15:22, "And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams."

Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 
Genesis 2:18 — Word Study on "help meet" - BDB says the Hebrew word "help meet" ( עֵזֶר) (H 5828) means, "help, succour, or one who helps." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 21times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "help 19, help meet 2." Thus, the only two times that it is not translated "help" is in Genesis 1:18; Genesis 1:20. Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( עָזַר) (H 5828), which means, "to help, succour, support."

Genesis 2:18 — Comments- Man's Social Characteristics- We see in Genesis 2:18 that man is a social creature. He was created to have relationships with one another. The most important relationship for a person after his relationship with God is his relationship with his wife.

Genesis 2:18 — Comments- Woman was Not Originally in Submission to Prayer of Manasseh - It is important to note that God made man a helpmeet, or one who helps him and was equal to him. It was not until God cursed the woman that she was made subject to the man. From the beginning it was not so. Therefore, in heaven men and women will be back on equal levels of authority.

Genesis 2:19 And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.
Genesis 2:19 — Word Study on "Adam" - The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word "Adam" ( אָדָם) (H 120) is used 552times in the Old Testament, and it is translated " Prayer of Manasseh ," or "person" in all but 22occurrences, where it is translated "Adam." Most of these 22occurrences are in the first five chapters of Genesis. Its first appearance is found in Genesis 2:19. Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( אָדֵם) (H 119), which means, "to be red, ruddy." Note in Genesis 5:2 that God Himself will give both man and woman the same name, "Adam," which means within that context, "human being or mankind," as opposed to the animal kingdom.

Genesis 5:2, "Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created." However, no one gave God his name "YHWH".

Genesis 2:19 — "And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them" - Comments- We can image God creating a particular animal from the earth and eagerly bringing it to Adam to see what he would name it. One by one, Adam received another beautiful creature from God until all of the animals were created. We may compare a similar event of parents giving a pet dog or cat to their children and letting the children name them. After all, the children would be the primary friend that spent the most time playing with the pet. 

God may have brought the animals to Adam in the same way that He brought the animals to the Ark and the same way He brought a whale to swallow Jonah. 

Genesis 2:19 — "and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof" - Comments- God named man "Adam," and man gave the woman her name as well as the creatures of the earth. It becomes apparent that in naming someone or something, this person or creature comes under their dominion. Man was given dominion on the earth, so Adam"s charge to name God"s creation was limited to the earth. Adam took dominion over the plant kingdom by tilling the earth and tending the Garden of Eden ( Genesis 2:15), but he took dominion over the animal kingdom by naming these animals. However, God still retained dominion in the heavens, which is why God named the stars and the heavenly bodies and not man ( Psalm 147:4).

Psalm 147:4, "He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names."

Adam was charged to take dominion over the animal kingdom by naming each one of them as he determined their respective roles in serving mankind. Thus, his first job was to begin to prophesy over animals, giving them name. He looked at the horse and said, "Your destiny is to serve to carry men." He looked at the ox and said, "Your ministry is to plow for mankind." He said to the eagle, "Your job is to teach men about soaring high above the cares of life." He looked at the dinosaur and said, "Your job is to declare the majesty of Almighty God." In other words, Adam identified the destiny and ministry of each animal and named it accordingly. 

Genesis 2:20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.
Genesis 2:20 — "And Adam gave names to all" - Comments- Just as Adam"s first job was to name all living things, a child"s first learning job is to learn the names of things and animals in picture books. The naming of all living things laid a foundation that mankind is still following today, in learning these names, and creating new things to name.

Genesis 2:19-20 — Comments- Adam Names the Animals - In Genesis 2:19-20 we have the account of Adam naming all of the animals of God's creation. Jewish tradition tells us that the event of Adam naming all of the animals took place during the first five days of the second week of Creation (The Book of Jubilees 214).

"And on the six days of the second week we brought, according to the word of God, unto Adam all the beasts, and all the cattle, and all the birds, and everything that moves on the earth, and everything that moves in the water, according to their kinds, and according to their types: the beasts on the first day; the cattle on the second day; the birds on the third day; and all that which moves on the earth on the fourth day; and that which moves in the water on the fifth day. And Adam named them all by their respective names, and as he called them, so was their name. And on these five days Adam saw all these, male and female, according to every kind that was on the earth, but he was alone and found no helpmeet for him." (The Book of Jubilees 214)

With each name that Adam gave the animals, he imparted to them their purpose and destiny; for they had been placed under his dominion ( Genesis 1:28-30). Thus, it was his office and ministry to name them and to decide their purpose in bringing man to prosperity. God named only the man and left all the rest to Adam because all had been made subject to him. God did name the stars in Heaven ( Psalm 147:4) because this had not been given to man: for man's dominion was limited to the earth.

It is possible that with the identification of each animal, God revealed to Adam much about each one so that Adam could properly name it; for each creature had a function and purpose in God's overall plan of creation. As Adam received a revelation from God in the form of a word of knowledge or a word of Wisdom of Solomon , he appropriately named each creature. In addition, with insight into each creature's characteristics and purpose in creation, there would have been revealed to Adam one aspect of God's divine nature; for we read in Romans 1:19-20, "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:" This verse tells us that the things God made reveal His divine attributes. Therefore, this exercise for Adam of naming the animals would have also been a way of getting to know God's divine nature.

Genesis 2:21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 
Genesis 2:22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from Prayer of Manasseh , made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.
Genesis 2:22 — Word Study on "he made" - BDB says the Hebrew verb "he made" ( בָּנָה) (H 1129) means, "to build, rebuild, establish, cause to continue." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 376 times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "build 340, build up 14, builder 10, made 3, built again + 087352, repair 2, set up 2, have children + 087351, obtain children + 087351, surely 1 (inf. for emphasis)."

Genesis 2:22 — "made he a woman" - Comments- The woman was the last act in God"s creation. All other creatures were now created and given to man to name. 

Genesis 2:23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
Genesis 2:23 — "she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man" - Word Study on "woman" - BDB says the Hebrew word "woman" ( אִשָּׁה) (H 802) means, "woman, wife, female" depending upon the context. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 780 times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "wife 425, woman 324, one 10, married 5, female 2, misc 14."

Word Study on "man" - The Hebrew word "man" ( אִישׁ) (H 376) is the commonly used word for "man" in the Old Testament. BDB says it may also be translated "male, husband, human being, person or mankind." The Enhanced Strong says it used 1639 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as " Prayer of Manasseh 1002, men 210, one 188, husband 69, any 27, misc 143."

Comments- The Hebrew word for "woman" ( אִשָּׁה) is spelled in the form of a diminutive of "man" ( אִישׁ). In other words, it has the literally meaning of "little Prayer of Manasseh ," or even "in the image of man." In a similar derivative of words, Acts 11:26 says those who believed in Jesus Christ began to be called "Christians," or "little Christs," in the sense that these people behaved like Christ and so reminded them of Him. 

Acts 11:26, "And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch."

The New Testament adds to our insight in Genesis 2:23 when it says that the woman was the glory of Prayer of Manasseh , or that she was made in the image or likeness man.

1 Corinthians 11:7, "For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man."

Genesis 2:24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.
Genesis 2:24 — Word Study on "cleave" - BDB says the Hebrew word "cleave" ( דָּבַק) (H 1692) means, "to cling, stick, stay close, cleave, keep close, stick to, stick with, follow closely, join to, overtake, catch." It implies that a covenant has been instituted. It is a covenant between man and woman and also with God. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 54times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "cleave 32, follow hard 5, overtake 3, stick 3, keep fast 2, ...together 2, abide 1, close 1, joined 1, pursued 1, take 1."

Genesis 2:24 — Comments- Marriage is the cause for children to leave their parents. Oral and Evelyn Roberts were being interviewed by Benny Hinn on his television program on Trinity Broadcasting Network named "This Is Your Day." Oral Roberts read Genesis 2:24 as a key verse that God used in their marriage because it talks about them leaving their parent's house and clinging to one another. He said that the Lord spoke to him and said, "When I see you and Evelyn, I do not see you as two people, but as one person." 92]

92] Oral Roberts, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Genesis 2:24 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament- Genesis 2:24 is quoted several places in the New Testament. This means that was a popular verse with the Jews.

Matthew 19:4-5, "And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?"

Mark 10:5-8, "And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh."

1 Corinthians 6:16, "What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, saith Hebrews , shall be one flesh."

Ephesians 5:31, "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh."

Genesis 2:25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
Genesis 2:25 — Comments - The fact that Adam and Eve were not ashamed of their nakedness means that they could clearly see one another's physical bodies. However, because they had never sinned, they felt no guilt, even in their nakedness. However, when they did sin, guilt penetrated every aspect of their lives, even how they saw themselves, so that they felt ashamed of their nakedness ( Genesis 3:7). Andrew Wommack says Adam and Eve originally walked by their spiritual senses; but after the Fall, they were led by their five physical senses because of their broken fellowship with God. 93]

93] Andrew Wommack, "Sermon," Andrew Wommack Bible Conference, Kampala, Uganda, 3June 2010.

Genesis 3:7, "And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons."



Verses 4-26 

Ten Genealogies (Calling) - The Genealogies of Righteous Men and their Divine Callings (To Be Fruitful and Multiply) - The ten genealogies found within the book of Genesis are structured in a way that traces the seed of righteousness from Adam to Noah to Shem to Abraham to Isaac and to Jacob and the seventy souls that followed him down into Egypt. The book of Genesis closes with the story of the preservation of these seventy souls, leading us into the book of Exodus where we see the creation of the nation of Israel while in Egyptian bondage, which nation of righteousness God will use to be a witness to all nations on earth in His plan of redemption. Thus, we see how the book of Genesis concludes with the origin of the nation of Israel while its first eleven chapters reveal that the God of Israel is in fact that God of all nations and all creation.

The genealogies of the six righteous men in Genesis (Adam, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) are the emphasis in this first book of the Old Testament, with each of their narrative stories opening with a divine commission from God to these men, and closing with the fulfillment of prophetic words concerning the divine commissions. This structure suggests that the author of the book of Genesis wrote under the office of the prophet in that a prophecy is given and fulfilled within each of the genealogies of these six primary patriarchs. Furthermore, all the books of the Old Testament were written by men of God who moved in the office of the prophet, which includes the book of Genesis. We find a reference to the fulfillment of these divine commissions by the patriarchs in Hebrews 11:1-40. The underlying theme of the Holy Scriptures is God's plan of redemption for mankind. Thus, the book of Genesis places emphasis upon these men of righteousness because of the role that they play in this divine plan as they fulfilled their divine commissions. This explains why the genealogies of Ishmael ( Genesis 25:12-18) and of Esau ( Genesis 36:1-43) are relatively brief, because God does not discuss the destinies of these two men in the book of Genesis. These two men were not men of righteousness, for they missed their destinies because of sin. Ishmael persecuted Isaac and Esau sold his birthright. However, it helps us to understand that God has blessed Ishmael and Esau because of Abraham although the seed of the Messiah and our redemption does not pass through their lineage. Prophecies were given to Ishmael and Esau by their fathers, and their genealogies testify to the fulfillment of these prophecies. There were six righteous men did fulfill their destinies in order to preserve a righteous seed so that God could create a righteous nation from the fruit of their loins. Illustration - As a young schoolchild learning to read, I would check out biographies of famous men from the library, take them home and read them as a part of class assignments. The lives of these men stirred me up and placed a desire within me to accomplish something great for mankind as did these men. In like manner, the patriarchs of the genealogies in Genesis are designed to stir up our faith in God and encourage us to walk in their footsteps in obedience to God.

The first five genealogies in the book of Genesis bring redemptive history to the place of identifying seventy nations listed in the Table of Nations. The next five genealogies focus upon the origin of the nation of Israel and its patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

There is much more history and events that took place surrounding these individuals emphasized in the book of Genesis , which can be found in other ancient Jewish writings, such as The Book of Jubilees. However, the Holy Scriptures and the book of Genesis focus upon the particular events that shaped God's plan of redemption through the procreation of men of righteousness. Thus, it was unnecessary to include many of these historical events that were irrelevant to God's plan of redemption.

In addition, if we see that the ten genealogies contained within the book of Genesis show to us the seed of righteousness that God has preserved in order to fulfill His promise that the "seed of woman" would bruise the serpent's head in Genesis 3:15, then we must understand that each of these men of righteousness had a particular calling, destiny, and purpose for their lives. We can find within each of these genealogies the destiny of each of these men of God, for each one of them fulfilled their destiny. These individual destinies are mentioned at the beginning of each of their genealogies. 

It is important for us to search these passages of Scripture and learn how each of these men fulfilled their destiny in order that we can better understand that God has a destiny and a purpose for each of His children as He continues to work out His divine plan of redemption among the children of men. This means that He has a destiny for you and me. Thus, these stories will show us how other men fulfilled their destinies and help us learn how to fulfill our destiny. The fact that there are ten callings in the book of Genesis , and since the number "10" represents the concept of countless, many, or numerous, we should understand that God calls out men in each subsequent generation until God's plan of redemption is complete.

We can even examine the meanings of each of their names in order to determine their destiny, which was determined for them from a child. Adam's name means "ruddy, i.e. a human being" (Strong), for it was his destiny to begin the human race. Noah's name means, "rest" (Strong). His destiny was to build the ark and save a remnant of mankind so that God could restore peace and rest to the fallen human race. God changed Abram's name to Abraham, meaning, "father of a multitude" (Strong), because his destiny was to live in the land of Canaan and believe God for a son of promise so that his seed would become fruitful and multiply and take dominion over the earth. Isaac's name means, "laughter" (Strong) because he was the child of promise. His destiny was to father two nations, believing that the elder would serve the younger. Isaac overcame the obstacles that hindered the possession of the land, such as barrenness and the threat of his enemies in order to father two nations, Israel and Esau. Jacob's name was changed to Israel, which means "he will rule as God" (Strong), because of his ability to prevail over his brother Esau and receive his father's blessings, and because he prevailed over the angel in order to preserve his posterity, which was the procreation of twelve sons who later multiplied into the twelve tribes of Israel. Thus, his ability to prevail against all odds and father twelve righteous seeds earned him his name as one who prevailed with God's plan of being fruitful and multiplying seeds of righteousness.

In order for God's plan to be fulfilled in each of the lives of these patriarchs, they were commanded to be fruitful and multiply. It was God's plan that the fruit of each man was to be a godly seed, a seed of righteousness. It was because of the Fall that unrighteous seed was produced. This ungodly offspring was not then nor is it today God's plan for mankind.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Generation of the Heavens and the Earth — Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26 

a) The Creation of Man — Genesis 2:4-25
b) The Fall — Genesis 3:1-24
c) Cain and Abel — Genesis 4:1-26 

2. The Generation of Adam — Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8
3. The Generation of Noah — Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29
4. The Generation of the Sons of Noah — Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9
5. The Generation of Shem — Genesis 11:10-26
6. The Generation of Terah (& Abraham) — Genesis 11:27 to Genesis 25:11
7. The Generation Ishmael — Genesis 25:12-18
8. The Generation of Isaac — Genesis 25:19 to Genesis 35:29
9. The Generation of Esau — Genesis 36:1-43
10. The Generation of Jacob — Genesis 37:1 to Genesis 50:26
03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-24 

The Entrance of Sin into God's Creation- Since God's divine destiny for His creation would be fulfilled in the creation of mankind, emphasis Isaiah , therefore, given to their creation. However, two sinful events hindered God's plan, which are the Fall in the Garden ( Genesis 3:1-24), and the murder of Abel by Cain his brother ( Genesis 4:1-24). The fall of Adam and Eve brought God's creation into mortality and its subsequent vanity. Although Adam and Eve repented of their sins and produced a righteous offspring, they did bring all of creation into corruption and vanity. The murder of Abel caused sin to take root into humanity; for Cain was unrepentant of his sin and produced unrighteous offspring that sowed unrighteousness into the earth. Now we have two types of men living upon the earth, those who are righteous and those unrighteous before God.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Fall of Adam & Eve — Genesis 3:1-24
2. Cain and Abel — Genesis 4:1-26 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-26 

The Story of Cain and Abel - Genesis 4:1-26 tells us of the story of how Cain slew Abel and of how God gave Adam and Eve another son named Seth to carry the seed of redemption to mankind.

Cain's Punishment - In Genesis 4:9-16 we have the account of God's punishment upon Cain for the murder of his brother Abel. Cain was sentenced by God to become a fugitive and a vagabond upon the earth. In other words, he would no longer have a place of rest. As we study the three writings of Song of Solomon , which are Proverbs , Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon , we find that they are each structured as a journey into rest. These books teach us how to find rest in this life as well as entering into Heaven, our eternal resting place. It is interesting to note that the next story that follows is that of Noah, whose name means, "rest"; for God was judging the world in order to restore it to a place of rest.

What seems unusual in this story is that it appears God did not implement the proper degree of punishment for premeditated murder; rather, God sends him away to another land to live, and marks him to protect his life from those who may take vengeance upon him. The reason God did this is because the law was not yet instituted upon earth, so that Cain did not violate the law ( Romans 5:13). Therefore, the penalty of his sin was not required of him. 

Romans 5:13, "(For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law."

In contrast, Andrew Wommack notes that under the Law of Moses, the first person who committed a sin punishable by death was picking up sticks on the Sabbath. Moses consulted the Lord and was told to stone him to death, which the children of Israel did ( Numbers 15:32-36). 101] Thus, sin was judged differently in these two dispensations.

101] Andrew Wommack, "The War is Over," (Andrew Wommack Ministries, Colorado Springs, Colorado), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

The Story of Lamech - Genesis 4:17-24 gives us Cain's genealogy. The primary figure in this genealogy is a man called Lamech, who killed a man. Lamech reflects back on Cain's murder of Abel to justify himself, so that this brief story reveals how Cain's sin affected his descendants.

Genesis 4:1 And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.
Genesis 4:1 — "And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain" - Word Study on "Cain" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Cain" ( קַיִן) (H 7014) means, "possession, acquired." Josephus (Antiquities 121) and Philo of Alexandria (Treatise on the First-born Child of Prayer of Manasseh , Cain 15) 102] give the meaning as "a possession." Easton says the name means "a possession, a spear." PTW translates his name with a similar word "acquired, a spear." This definition matches the Hebrew verb ( קָנָה) (H 7069) used in this verse, which means, "to get, acquire, possess." 

102] Philo Judaes, A Treatise on the Cheribum; and On the Flaming Sword; and On the First-born Child of Prayer of Manasseh , Cain, in The Works of Philo Judaes, by C. D. Young, vol 1 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1854), 188.

Genesis 4:1 — "and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD" - Word Study on "I have gotten" - BDB says the Hebrew word "I have gotten" ( קָנָה) (H 7069) means, "to get, acquire, create, buy, possess." The name "Cain" means, "acquired," which is derived from this primitive root verb. 

Comment- Note a similar statement in Psalm 127:3, "Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward."

Genesis 4:2 And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.
Genesis 4:2 — Word Study on "Abel" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Abel" ( הֶבֶל) (H 1893) means, "breath, breathing," or "exhalation, vapour, mist, darkness." BDB says it means "breath." Easton says that the name means "vanity." Josephus gives the meaning, "sorrow" (Antiquities 121). Philo of Alexandria says that it means "referring to God" (A Treatise on the Sacrifices of Abel and Cain 1). 103] 

103] Philo Judaes, A Treatise on the Sacrifices of Abel and Cain, in The Works of Philo Judaes, by C. D. Young, vol 1 (London: Henry G. Bohn, 1854), 207.

Genesis 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 
Genesis 4:4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:
Genesis 4:4 — "And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering" - Word Study on "respect" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "respect" ( שָׁעָה) (H 8159) means, "to regard." BDB says this word is means, "to look at or to, regard, gaze at or about." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 15 times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "look 5, respect 3, dismay 2, turn 1, regard 1, spare 1, be dim 1, depart 1." Holladay gives us the translation "to look with favor at." 

Comments- In the same way that God took notice of Abel's offering, He also regards our prayers because of the sacrifice made. The offering was an important part of this event. We come to the throne of grace because of the sacrificial offering of the blood of Jesus Christ, of which the Lord has respect.

Genesis 4:4 — Comments- Where did Abel understand the importance of a blood sacrifice in the covering of sins? Perhaps it was because he was taught the story of how God slew an animal and covered the nakedness of Adam and Eve. There, it was necessary for an animal to be sacrificed and blood to be shed in order to cover the sin of Adam and Eve. The fig leaves that they choose to cover their sin were not sufficient in God"s eyes.

Genesis 4:4 — Comments- Several characteristics of Abel"s sacrifice were:

1) He shed blood ( Hebrews 9:22) as covering for sin.

2) He brought firstlings - Like first fruits or a tithe to God.

3) "the fat thereof" - The best part of the animal was given to God.

Hebrews 9:22, "And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission."

Genesis 4:4 — Comments- Just as the Mosaic Law required that the Israelites tithed a tenth, the best, to the Levites, and the Levites in turn offered a tenth of this tithe, their best, so also Abel offered the firstlings of the flock and the best of the firstling, which was the fat. We could say that they were tithing out of the tithe, so to speak, or giving the best of the best.

Genesis 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
Genesis 4:3-5 — Comments- Cain and Abel's Sacrifice - Genesis 4:3-5 teaches us that Adam and Eve taught their sons to make sacrifices, which these patriarchs evidently practiced before and after the murder of Abel.

God Rejects Cain's Sacrifice - We read in Genesis 4:3-5 that God rejected Cain's sacrifice of the fruit of the ground. Perhaps Cain"s sacrifice was rejected because he did not shed blood, and perhaps also because Cain"s heart was not right. However, we see in the Mosaic Law that God did in fact accept offerings from the fruit of the ground, for some of the sacrifices that God commanded were grain offerings ( Leviticus 17:11, Hebrews 9:22).

Leviticus 17:11, "For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul."

Hebrews 9:22, "And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission."

We can find examples of God coming down and consuming sacrifices as He did for Moses at the dedication of the Tabernacle ( Leviticus 9:24), for Manoah, the father of Samson ( Judges 13:19-20), for King David at the threshing floor of Ornan ( 1 Chronicles 21:26), for Solomon at the dedication of the Temple ( 2 Chronicles 7:1) and for Elijah on Mount Carmel ( 1 Kings 18:38) as a way of receiving their sacrifices. In addition, during the time of Moses, God consumed the children of Israel with fire as a form of judgment ( Numbers 11:1-2; Numbers 16:35). In addition, Genesis 15:17 tells us that a smoking furnace and a burning lamp passed through Abraham's sacrifice.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Proverbs 21:27, "The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination: how much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind?"

Proverbs 15:8, "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight."

The book of Hebrews also refers to this story of Cain and Abel's sacrifice ( Hebrews 11:4).

Hebrews 11:4, "By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh."

Genesis 4:6 And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 
Genesis 4:7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
Genesis 4:7 — "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted" - Comments - What God accepts is an act of faith demonstrating our devotion to Him. Cain did not demonstrate his faith and devotion to God through this sacrifice.

Genesis 4:7 — "and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door" - Comments- The phrase "sin lieth at the door" is used here figuratively of sin attempting to enter our physical sense gates, primarily of our seeing and our hearing. Satan was attempting to gain entrance into Cain's heart by placing evil thoughts into his mind. Satan must enter his mind through his ears and his eyes, which are the "doors" of our mind.

Genesis 4:7 — "unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him" - Comments- The RSV says, "its desire is for you, but you must master it." God is telling Cain to resist sin's temptation. He is not to give place to the devil, but rather, to overcome him ( Ephesians 4:26-27).

Ephesians 4:26-27, "Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil."

Genesis 4:7 — Comments- Note how Paul describes this same struggle with sin in Romans 7:7-14.

Genesis 4:6-7 — Comments - God's Love Manifested in Dealing with Cain- In God's love, He was trying to tell Cain how to correct his mistake and restore himself to a right standing with God. God never stopped loving Cain, even in his sin.

Genesis 4:8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.
Genesis 4:8 — Comments- Cain was serving Satan when he slew his brother. Cain did not master sin; instead he gave place to Satan ( 1 John 3:12, Jude 1:11).

1 John 3:12, "Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother"s righteous."

Jude 1:11, "Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core."

Genesis 4:8 — Comments- One Jewish tradition says that Cain killed his brother Abel by crushing his head. 

"Then Cain, the hard-hearted, and cruel murderer, took a large stone, and beat his brother"s head with it, until his brains oozed out, and he wallowed in his blood, before him." (The First Book of Adam and Eve 179) 104]

104] The Book of Adam and Eve: Also Called The Conflict of Adam and Eve With Satan, trans. S. C. Malan (London: Williams and Norgate, 1882), 101.

Since Cain was moved by Satan to commit this wicked Acts , we see how Satan was trying to crush the head of the seed of woman. One Bible teacher suggests that Satan was trying to reverse the curse of Genesis 3:15 that was placed upon him which says, "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." In other words, Satan was trying to crush the head of the woman's seed before he crushed his head. 

Genesis 4:8 — Comments- F. F. Bruce tells us that the literal translation of Genesis 4:8 in the Masoretic text reads, "And Cain said to Abel his brother." 105] It does not go on to tell us what he said. In an attempt to smooth out this awkward phrase, the KJV reads, "And Cain talked with Abel his brother," so that nothing needs to follow within this text. However, many ancient readings of this verse, such as the LXX, add a phrase telling us what Cain said to his brother. For example the LXX reads, "And Cain said to Abel his brother, Let us go out into the plain; and it came to pass that when they were in the plain Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him." (Brenton) Therefore, some scholars believe that the LXX shows a more accurate translation of the original Hebrew text than does the Masoretic reading used by the KJV.

105] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 157.

Genesis 4:9 And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother"s keeper? 
Genesis 4:9 — Comments- God certainly knew where Abel was at this time. Abel was the first person to go to Heaven, and for perhaps hundreds of years he was the only person in Heaven.

Genesis 4:10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother"s blood crieth unto me from the ground. 
Genesis 4:10 — "the voice of thy brother"s blood crieth unto me from the ground" - Comments- Abel's blood was crying out from the ground. What was it saying when it cried out? It was asking for justice, blood for blood. It was asking for a suitable sacrifice for the sin committed. Note:

"And in the first (year) of the third jubilee, Cain slew Abel because (God) accepted the sacrifice of Abel, and did not accept the offering of Cain. And he slew him in the field: and his blood cried from the ground to heaven, complaining because he had slain him." (The Book of Jubilees 42-4)

Genesis 4:11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother"s blood from thy hand;
Genesis 4:11 — Comments- Both the Serpent and Cain now have a curse placed upon them. When Adam and Eve fell in the Garden the Lord did not curse them directly because they acknowledged their sins, although it was a weak and immature confession. God did increase their sorrow in childbearing and in their daily chore of tilling the earth. But Cain would not acknowledge his sin and repent before the Lord. Therefore, the Lord punished Cain by placing a curse upon him. It was in this state of unrepentance that Cain "went out from the presence of the LORD" ( Genesis 4:16).

Genesis 4:12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth. 
Genesis 4:12 — "a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth" - Word Studies on "a fugitive" -BDB says the Hebrew word "fugitive" ( נוּעַ) (H 5128) is word means, "to wave, quiver, vibrate, swing, stagger, tremble, be unstable, to totter, go tottering, a vagabond (participle), (Niphal) to be tossed about or around, (Hiphil), to toss about, to shake, cause to totter, to shake, disturb, to cause to wander." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 42times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "shake 6, wander 6, move 6, promoted 3, fugitive 2, sift 2, stagger 2, wag 2, misc 13."

Word Studies on "a vagabond" - BDB says the Hebrew word "vagabond" ( נוּד) (H 5110) means, "to shake, waver, wander, move to and fro, flutter, show grief, have compassion on." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 24times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "bemoan 7, remove 5, vagabond 2, flee 1, get 1, mourn 1, move 1, pity 1, shaken 1, skippedst 1, sorry 1, wag 1, wandering 1." 

Comments- It is important to note that Cain will be banished to the land of Nod [Hebrew "nowd" ( נוד) (H 5113)], which is a derivative of the same verb נוּד (H 5110), used in Genesis 4:12 and translated "vagabond."

Genesis 4:13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Genesis 4:14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me. 
Genesis 4:15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.
Genesis 4:15 — "the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him" - Word Study on "a mark" -BDB says the Hebrew word "mark" ( אֹות) (H 226) means, "sign, signal, a distinguishing Mark , banner, remembrance, miraculous sign, omen, warning, token, ensign, standard, miracle, proof." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 79 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "sign(s) 60, token(s) 14, ensign(s) 2, miracles 2, Mark 1."

Comments- The Lord once told Benny Hinn that He sets a mark upon those who are intercessors and that this mark gave intercessors divine protection. Benny Hinn found Ezekiel 9:4 as Scriptural evidence to what the Lord told him. 106] This verse gives a description of what an intercessor does. 

106] Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Ezekiel 9:4, "And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof."

Also note that the Lord set a mark upon Cain, so that no one would kill him. It is therefore logical to conclude that this mark may have not been apparent physically, but was a spiritual mark that gave angelic protection against demonic forces, just at with the intercessors mentioned in Ezekiel 9:4. 

Job understood the significance of this mark:

Job 7:20, "I have sinned; what shall I do unto thee, O thou preserver of men? why hast thou set me as a mark against thee, so that I am a burden to myself?"

Job 10:14, "If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine iniquity."

Jeremiah also makes a reference to a mark:

Lamentations 3:12, "He hath bent his bow, and set me as a mark for the arrow."

Also, in the book of Revelation , the Lord again sets a seal on the forehead of his saints in order to give them divine protection from angelic warfare:

Revelation 7:3, "Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads."

Revelation 9:4, "And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads."

In the book of Revelation , Satan tries to counterfeit this mark with the mark of the beast. However, it becomes a mark of destruction by God. 

Revelation 13:16, "And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:"

However, we do find in The First Book of Adam and Eve that this mark that was placed upon Cain was the fact that he continually trembled and quaked. This mark was intended to bring Cain to repentance. Thus, from that point onward, Cain found no rest.

"Then God said unto Cain, Cursed be the earth that has drunk the blood of Abel thy brother; and thou, be thou trembling and shaking; and this will be a sign unto thee, that whosoever finds thee, shall kill thee…And He said to him, ‘Where is thy brother?'; To which he answered and said, ‘I know not.'; Then the Creator said to him, ‘Be trembling and quaking.' Then Cain trembled and became terrified; and through this sign did God make him an example before all the creation, as the murderer of his brother. Also did God bring trembling and terror upon him, that he might see the peace in which he was at first, and see also the trembling and terror he endured at the last; so that he might humble himself before God, and repent of his sin, and seek the peace he enjoyed at first." (The First Book of Adam and Eve ) 107]

107] The First Book of Adam and Eve: Also Called The Conflict of Adam and Eve With Satan, trans. S. C. Malan (London: Williams and Norgate, 1882), 102-3.

Genesis 4:16 And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.
Genesis 4:16 — Word Study on "Nod" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Nod" ( נוד) (H 5113) means, "flight, exile." Strong says it means, "vagrancy." PTW says it means, "vagabond." This proper name is used only one time in the Old Testament. Strong says it is a derivative of the primitive root נוּד (H 5110), which means, "to wander, flee, disappear." This root verb is used earlier in Genesis 4:14 and is translated as "vagabond." Scholars are not able to identify the location of the place called "Nod."

Genesis 4:17 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his Song of Solomon , Enoch.
Genesis 4:17 — "And Cain knew his wife" - Comments- One of the often-asked questions in Scriptures Isaiah , "Where did Cain get his wife?" The most obvious answer is that he married his sister. The Book of Jubilees (49) says, "And Cain took Awan his sister to be his wife and she bare him Enoch at the close of the fourth jubilee." Thus, Jewish tradition says Cain took his sister to be his wife.

Genesis 4:17 — "and called the name of the city, after the name of his Song of Solomon , Enoch" - — Word Study on "Enoch" - Gesenius and Strong say the Hebrew word "Enoch" ( חֲנוךְ) (H 2585) means, "initiated." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Enoch 9, Hanoch 5, Henoch 2." Although there were other individuals by the name of Enoch in the Scriptures, Enoch, the son of Cain, is only referred to in Genesis 4:17-18 and nowhere else in the Scriptures.

Comments- I have observed a similar custom among the India community in Uganda of naming a business enterprise after one of their children The Indian man who opens a business often names it after his eldest daughter. 

Genesis 4:18 And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael: and Methusael begat Lamech.
Genesis 4:18 — Word Study on "Irad" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Irad" ( עִירָא) (H 5897) means, "fugitive." PTW says the name means, "fleet." This name is used two times in the Old Testament, being found only in Genesis 4:18.

Genesis 4:18 — Word Study on "Mehujael" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Mehujael" ( מְחוּיָאֵל) (H 4232) means "smitten by God." This name is used two times in the Old Testament, being found only in Genesis 4:18.

Genesis 4:18 — Word Study on "Methusael" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Methusael" ( מְתוּשָׁאֵל) (H 4967) means, "who is of God." This name is used two times in the Old Testament, being found only in Genesis 4:18.

Genesis 4:18 — Word Study on "Lamech" - BDB says the Hebrew name "Lamech" ( לֶמֶךְ) (H 3929) means, "powerful." PTW says the name means, "strong youth, overthrower." Although the father of Noah was also named "Lamech," this person named "Lamech" as the son of Methusael is only mentioned in this passage of Genesis 4:18-24, being mentioned 5 times.

Genesis 4:19 And Lamech took unto him two wives: the name of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah.
Genesis 4:19 — Word Study on "Adah" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Adah" ( עָדָה) (H 5711) means, "ornament." PTW says her name means, "pleasure, beauty." Adah was the first of Lamech's two wives and the mother of Jabel and Jubal. Although we find the wife of Esau being called by the same name, this wife of Lamech is only mentioned in this passage in Genesis 4:19-23, being mentioned nowhere else in Scripture.

Genesis 4:19 — Word Study on "Zillah" - BDB says the Hebrew name "Zillah" ( צִלָּה) (H 6741) means, "shade." PTW says the name means, "protection, screen." This individual is mentioned only in this passage, being found nowhere else in Scripture.

Genesis 4:19 — Comments- Lamech, the son of Methusael, is known as the first polygamist. This act of polygamy is very possibly the underlying cause of his slaying a Prayer of Manasseh , for the spirit of adultery and murder often work hand in hand. This observation is supported by looking at modern cultures that practice polygamy, such as those found in the Middle East and Africa.

Genesis 4:20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle.
Genesis 4:20 — Word Study on "Jabal" - BDB says the Hebrew name "Jabal" ( יָבָל) (H 2989) means, "stream of water." His name is mentioned only one time in the Scriptures.

Genesis 4:20 — Word Study on "tents" - BDB says the Hebrew word "tent" ( אֹהֶל) (H 168) means, "a tent, nomad"s tent, and thus symbolic of wilderness life, transience, dwelling, home, habitation, the sacred tent of Jehovah (the tabernacle)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 345 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "tabernacle(s) 198, tent(s) 141, dwelling 2, place(s) 2, covering 1, home 1."

Genesis 4:20 — Comments- Jabal appears to have been the individual who first domesticated cattle for man's use. He probably invented the tent as a means of providing temporary shelter for his herdsmen. We know that Cain built a city, so we must assume that most people during this time lived in simple houses made of clay or stone or wood. Thus, the invention of a tent could have been a new idea.

Genesis 4:21 And his brother"s name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ.
Genesis 4:21 — Word Study on "Jubal" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Jubal" ( יוּבַל) (H 3106) means, "stream." His name is mentioned only one time in the Scriptures.

Genesis 4:21 — Comments- Jubal appears to have been the individual who first invented musical instruments.

Genesis 4:22 And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubalcain was Naamah.
Genesis 4:22 — Word Study on "Tubalcain" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Tubalcain" ( תּוּבַל קַיִן) (H 8423) means, "offspring of Cain." BDB says it means, "thou will be brought of Cain." However, according to Genesis 4:1 the name "Cain" means, "acquired" because she had acquired him from the Lord.

Genesis 4:1, "And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD."

Genesis 4:22 — Word Study on "Naamah" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Naamah" Hebrew ( נַעֲמָה) (H 5279) means, "pleasantness." BDB says it means, "lovliness." This was the sister of Tubalcain. 

Genesis 4:23 And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt.
Genesis 4:23 — "for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt" - Word Study on "slain" - Gesenius says the word "slain" ( הָרַג) (H 2026) means, "to kill." Strong says it means, "to smite with deadly intent."

Word Study on "wounding" - Gesenius and Strong say the Hebrew word "wounding" ( פֶּצַע) (H 6482) means, "a wound." The phrase "to my wounding" 

Word Study on "hurt" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "hurt" ( חַבּוּרָה) (H 2250) means, "a stripe or bruise, the mark of strokes on the skin." Strong says it means, "bound (with stripes), i.e. a weal (or black-and-blue mark itself)."

Comments- The phrase "to my wounding" ( לְפִצְעִ֔י) parallels "to my hurt" ( לְחַבֻּרָתִֽי). Such double statements are characteristic of Hebrew poetry.

Genesis 4:24 If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.
Genesis 4:24 — Scripture References - Note a similar reference to sevenfold judgment in Genesis 4:15, "And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him." 

Genesis 4:23-24 — Comments - The Song of Lamech- Genesis 4:23-24 contains the first poetry in the Scriptures, structured as three pairs of parallel Hebrew verses, also called three distitches, in which the second phrase repeats the first phrase. 

Various Interpretations of the Passage- In his speech to his two wives, Lamech tell them that he slew a man. There are a number of interpretations of this passage of Scripture regarding what he communicates to his wives. 

(1) Lamech Slays a Man in Self-Defense- One popular view interprets Lamech to have killed an individual in self-defense, giving the verb ( הָרַג) (H 2026) a perfect tense, so that song reads, "I have slain a Prayer of Manasseh ," and the phrases "to my wounding" and "to my hurt" are translated "for wounding me" and "for hurting me." Lamech believes if Cain murdered Abel with intent, then Lamech's accidental murder should invoke much more of God's protective favour. 

In his speech Lamech was concerned that someone, perhaps a relative of the slain individual, would seek to kill Lamech as an act of retribution. Thus, Genesis 4:24 reveals that there were ancient laws of retribution long before The Code of Hammurabi (c 2000 B.C.) or the Mosaic Law (c 1500 B.C.). 

Andrew Wommack says that Lamech attempts to use God's leniency upon Cain to justify his own sinful act. Because the Law of Moses was not yet instituted, God did not bring judgment upon Cain. 108] Later generations would fall into moral depravity until destroyed by the Flood because God was not bringing immediate judgment. The story of Lamech testifies to man's progressive depravity.

108] Andrew Wommack, "The War is Over," (Andrew Wommack Ministries, Colorado Springs, Colorado), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Lamech said, "For I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold." He may have meant that he killed a man accidentally and did not lay in wait as did Cain. If the laws of retribution were applied to Cain, how much more would they be applied to Lamech being innocent of any evil. However, The Book of Jubilees (431-32) gives a different account of Cain's death by saying that his house of stones fell upon him so that he died.

(2) Lamech Boasts in His Strength - Some scholars interpret Lamech's speech as a prideful boast in his own strength, giving the verb ( הָרַג) (H 2026) a future tense, so that the song says, "I will slay the man who wounds men, and the young man who hurts me." 109]

109] Milton S. Terry and Fales H. Newhall Commentary on the Old Testament, vol 1, ed. Daniel D. Whedon (New York: Eaton and Mains, 1889), in The Wesleyan Heritage Library Commentary (Wesleyan Heritage Publications, 2002), 126.

The Relationship of Polygamy and Murder- It is interesting to note the fact that Lamech, the first polygamist in the Scriptures ( Genesis 4:23), also committed an act of murder. We can also note that King David committed an act of murder because of his pursuit of polygamy. We can also note that the religion of Islam, which emphasizes polygamy as a part of hits religious tenets of faith is also characterized as a religion of war and terror and murder. We can note that the African nations are known for their polygamy as well as their internal wars. Thus, there seems to be a relationship between polygamy, or adultery, and the spirit of murder. 

In the lineage of Cain we see the spirit of adultery and murder manifest in the life of Lamech, one of Cain's descendants. These two spirits often work together. We can compare the story of Lamech to King David, who had many wives, committed adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah, and murdered her husband.

It is interesting to compare David and Lamech's lifestyle of polygamy and murder and with the testimony of Jack Hayford when he was a young minister. His testimony includes a temptation towards adultery followed by thoughts of murder. As a young minister working at the headquarters of the Four Square Church, he found himself becoming close friends with a female co-worker, even though he was married. After some time a mature co-worker noticed this unhealthy friendship. Hayford tells of his emotional experience, how he both loved his wife and yet, felt affections for this new lady. He tells how he entertained the thoughts of his wife dying. As he struggled with his heart and the Spirit of God, he felt tremendous conviction, but did not know what to do. He was feeling thoughts of adultery, followed by thoughts of leaving his wife, which was a spirit of murder. Because of the intercession of others and the work on the Holy Spirit, he came to himself, approached his supervisor and arranged for a separation between himself and this female co-worker. At that point he approached his wife and revealed this persona' struggle with her. Years later, he began to share this testimony from the pulpit and found that it was a frequent struggle with many church leaders and laymen. 110] We find these same two spirits at work in the life of David and Lamech; for they both committed adultery, followed by murder.

110] Jack Hayford, The Anatomy of Adultery (Ventura, California: Regal Books, 2004).



Verse 25-26 

Epilogue to the Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth- The Generations of the Heavens and the Earth ( Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 4:26) concludes with God giving Adam and Eve a son to replace Abel. The significance of this son named Seth is that he is used to carry the redemptive seed of the Messiah to its fruition in Christ Jesus; thus, the closing statement, "Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord." The following genealogy of Adam ( Genesis 5:1-32) reveals that this redemptive seed is carried to Noah, at which time God destroys the rest of mankind because human depravity degenerated beyond hope of redemption.

Genesis 4:25 And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a Song of Solomon , and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.
Genesis 4:25 — Word Study on "Seth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Seth" ( שֵׁת) (H 8352) means, "put, or substituted." Eve gave Seth this name because she saw that God had appointed her with, or compensated her with, another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain killed. Strong says this name comes from the primitive verb ( שִׁית) (H 7896), which means, "to place, or to appoint." This same Hebrew verb is used in Genesis 4:25 and is translated "hath appointed," because God appointed another Prayer of Manasseh -child to take the place of Abel.

Comments- The Second Book of Adam and Eve interprets the name "Seth" to mean "God has heard my prayer and delivered me," and "power and strength."

"But when Adam came and saw the child"s good looks, his beauty, and his perfect figure, he rejoiced over him, and was comforted for Abel. Then he named the child Seth, that means, ‘that God has heard my prayer, and has delivered me out of my affliction.' But it means also ‘power and strength.'" (The Second Book of Adam and Eve, 22) 111]

111] The Book of Adam and Eve: Also Called The Conflict of Adam and Eve With Satan, trans. S. C. Malan (London: Williams and Norgate, 1882), 106.

Genesis 4:25 — Word Study on "hath appointed" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hath appointed" ( שִׁית) (H 7896) is a primitive verb meaning, "to place, or to appoint." From this verb comes the name "Seth" ( שֵׁת) (H 8352), which means, "put, or substituted, or appointed" (Strong).

Genesis 4:26 And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos: then began men to call upon the name of the LORD.
Genesis 4:26 — "And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos" - Word Study on "Enos" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Enos" ( אֳנוֹשׁ) (H 583) means, "a Prayer of Manasseh , multitude." Strong says it means, "a mortal, a Prayer of Manasseh ," and comes from ( אָנַשׁ) (H 605), which means, "to be frail, feeble," and figuratively, "melancholy." BDB says it means, " Prayer of Manasseh , mankind." The Enhanced Strong says this name is found 7 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Enos 6, Enosh 1."

Genesis 4:26 — "then began men to call upon the name of the Lord" - Comments- The opening chapters of Genesis reveal Adam's fellowship with God, walking with Him in the cool of the day, and sacrifices offered to Him after the Fall, and God speaking with Cain when he sinned; thus, mankind was designed to have a relationship with God. The statement in Genesis 4:26 that men began to call upon the Lord may imply that Cain"s descendants did not worship YHWH and that Seth began a new seed of righteousness upon the earth. The next section, which gives the genealogy of Adam ( Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8), reveals a lineage of righteous men that led up to Noah. This lineage stands in stark contrast to the degenerating moral condition of mankind that brought divine judgment in the form of the Flood.

Genesis 4:26 — Comments - In contrast to the genealogy of Cain, whose descendant Lamech killed a man ( Genesis 4:17-24), following the sins of his fathers, Seth's descendants begin to call upon the Lord. We see this in the next genealogy of Shem in which his descendant Enoch walked with God, and we see it in the genealogy of Noah, who was a righteous man. Thus, mankind branched into two different moral characters, one of corruption, and one of righteousness. The seed of righteousness came through the descendants of Seth. The Genealogy of the Heavens and the Earth began with Adam tending the Garden and retreating to fellowship with God in the cool of the day. This genealogy concludes with man endeavouring to restore his fellowship with God after the Fall by calling upon the name of the Lord. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-8 

The Genealogy of Adam - The second genealogy found in the book of Genesis is entitled "The Genealogy of Adam" ( Genesis 5:1 to Genesis 6:8), which emphasizes the fact that God preserved for Himself a righteous seed in Noah ( Genesis 5:1-32) while mankind in general became exceedingly wicked until God repented that He had made man as a part of His creation ( Genesis 6:1-8). Hebrews 11:5-6 reveals the central message of this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it describes Enoch's translation into Heaven and his acceptance by God. Adam's destiny, whose name simply means "mankind," was to begin the multiplication of mankind, which divine commission is seen in Genesis 5:2, "Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created." Of course, God's plan was for Adam to produce a godly offspring. Thus, we see in the genealogy of Adam this seed of righteous men whom he fathered ( Genesis 5:1-32), in which the author of Hebrews particularly Enoch as a fulfillment of this divine commission, who walked with God ( Hebrews 11:5), and which list in Genesis closes with Noah, another blessed man ( Genesis 5:29-32). Adam's genealogy also reveals that many other people were born during this time-period who became exceedingly wicked ( Genesis 6:1-8), particularly from the seed of Cain; however, this list emphasizes the fulfillment of God's divine commission to bless Adam and his offspring, who were to father righteous offspring. Thus, the fulfillment of Adam's genealogy is found in the man Noah, whom God would use to repopulate the earth after destroying all of mankind for their wickedness. In a sense, we have to look far down the generations to see how Adam fulfilled his destiny in the man Noah, so that Adam succeeded in populating the earth with a righteous seed.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Descendants of Adam — Genesis 5:1-32
2. The Depravity of Mankind — Genesis 6:1-8


Verses 1-32 

The Descendants of Adam - In Genesis 5:1-32 we find the genealogy of Adam, which covers a period of 1 ,556 years (from Adam to the birth of Noah's sons). The manner in which this genealogy is given reveals how God preserved a righteous seed in each generation in order to preserve the coming of the promised "seed of woman" ( Genesis 3:15) while the rest of mankind grows exceeding wicked ( Genesis 6:1-8). This genealogy says that each man lived a certain amount of years and bore a son. Then he lived so many more years before he died. Thus, the emphasis on this genealogy is different from any other genealogy in the Scriptures in that it reveals the destiny of each of these men, which was to produce a righteous seed. There were many events that took place during each of the lives of these individuals, but the event that is recorded in the Scriptures is the birth of a righteous Song of Solomon , and this event reveals the destiny of each of these fathers. Their destiny was to keep a seed of righteousness upon this world. Each one fulfilled this destiny. All other events were secondary to this issue and so were not recorded in Scripture.

The Age of Man Before the Flood- Note that the average age of the patriarchs prior to the Flood was nine hundred years. After the flood, man's lifespan was greatly reduced by the Lord to one hundred twenty years ( Genesis 6:3).

Genesis 6:3, "And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with Prayer of Manasseh , for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."

The Patriarchs Begin Each Millennium- From Adam to the birth of Noah was 1056 years. This means that Adam began the first millennium; Noah began the second millennium; Abraham began the third millennium; David began the fourth millennium; Jesus began the fifth millennium. It can be observed that the greatest men of the Bible each began a new millennium.

The Meaning of the Names in the Genealogy of Adam- Some Bible teachers have placed an important significance upon the meanings of these ten names listed in the genealogy of Adam. I have heard one teacher interpret the following meaning of these names as a progression of prophetic redemptive events that God would bring upon the earth. The name Adam means " Prayer of Manasseh ," for God placed man in the Garden of Eden to fulfill His plan for this earth. When man failed, God had to find a substitute (Seth), a second Adam, in the form of His Son Jesus Christ. His Son would come as a mortal man (Enos). He would come as Emmanuel and make his dwelling on earth (Cainan) with mankind. He would be born of the tribe of Judah, and become the praise of God (Mahalaleel). He would descend from heaven to earth (Jared), a sacrifice that God initiated (Enoch) and not man. He will be pierced on the Cross (Methuselah) and be made low (Lamech). With His resurrection, Jesus will then lead God's people into eternal rest (Noah).

Another proposed sequence of the meanings of these names is as follows: Adam (man); Seth (appointed); Enos (mortal); Cainan (sorrow); Mehalaleel (blessed of God); Jared (shall come down); Enoch (teaching); Methuselah (his death shall bring); Lamech (the despairing); Noah (rest). Thus, the prophetic message is derived that says, "A man is appointed, a mortal man of sorrow, and the blessed of God shall come down teaching that his death shall bring the despairing rest and comfort." 112]

112] Darryl Woodson, " Genesis 4-5: An Acceptable Sacrifice," Victory City Church Ntinda, Kampala, Uganda, 13June 2010.

A Comparison of Variant Readings of the Hebrew, Samaritan and LXX Texts - A. Dillmann provides a chart that compares the variant readings of the Hebrew, Samaritan, and LXX texts. He acknowledges the difficulty in reconciling these variant readings. 113]

113] A. Dillmann, Genesis Critically and Exegetically Expounded, vol 1, trans. Wm. B. Stevenson (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clarke, 1897), 217.
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Genesis 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created Prayer of Manasseh , in the likeness of God made he him;
Genesis 5:1 — "This is the book of the generation of Adam" - Comments- Luke 3:36-38 lists the same genealogy as is found in Genesis 5:1-32.

Luke 3:36-38, "Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, which was the son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the son of Lamech, Which was the son of Mathusala, which was the son of Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was the son of Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan, Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God."

Genesis 5:2 Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.
Genesis 5:2 — Word Study on "Adam" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "adam" ( אָדָם) (H 120) means, " Prayer of Manasseh , human race." Strong says it means, "ruddy, human being, mankind," and "Adam" (H 121), and comes from the word ( אָדַם) (119), which means, "to show blood (in the face), flush or rosy." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 552times in the Old Testament, and it is translated " Prayer of Manasseh ," or "person," in all but twenty-two occurrences, where it is translated "Adam." Most of these twenty-two occurrences are in the first five chapters of Genesis.

Comments- This is an interesting phrase where God calls both Adam and Eve by the one name of "Adam." Oral Roberts reads Genesis 2:24 as a key verse that God used in his marriage because it talks about them leaving their parent's house and clinging to one another. He said that the Lord spoke to him and said, "When I see you and Evelyn, I do not see you as two people, but as one person." 114] Thus, God could call them "Adam" because He saw them as one.

114] Oral Roberts, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Genesis 2:24, "Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh."

In Mark 10:6 Jesus says, "But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female." He did not say God made men and women; rather, He said that God made this couple as a male and a female, stressing the single bond of marriage.

Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - A reference to Genesis 5:2 and Genesis 1:27 is found in the following New Testament passages.

Genesis 1:27, "So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them."

Matthew 19:4, "And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,"

Mark 10:6, "But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female."

Genesis 5:3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth: 
Genesis 5:3 — Word Study on "Seth" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Seth" ( שֵׁת) (H 8352) is derived from "placing, setting (in the stead of another)." Strong says it means, "put, or substituted," and it comes from the primitive verb ( שִׁית) (H 7896), which means, "to place, or to appoint." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 9 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Seth 7, Sheth 2." This same Hebrew verb is used in Genesis 4:25 and is translated "hath appointed," because God appointed another Prayer of Manasseh -child to take the place of Abel.

Comments- There is only one individual in the Scriptures by this name. Eve gave Seth this name because she saw that God had appointed her with, or compensated her with, another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.

Genesis 4:25, "And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a Song of Solomon , and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew."

Genesis 5:4 And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:4 — Comments - Scholars generally agree that Cain and Seth married their sisters, the daughters of Adam and Eve, in order to procreate their seed upon the earth.

Genesis 5:5 And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died. 
Genesis 5:5 — Comments- An interesting description of Adam's death is found in The Book of Jubilees, which says that Adam was not allowed to fulfill the lifespan of one thousand years because God had said that a thousand years are as one day, and God had told Adam in the Garden of Eden that "on the day that ye eat thereof ye shall die." Therefore, Adam fell short of living for a thousand years.

"And at the close of the nineteenth jubilee, in the seventh week in the sixth year 930 A.M.] thereof, Adam died, and all his sons buried him in the land of his creation, and he was the first to be buried in the earth. He lacked seventy years of one thousand years; for one thousand years are as one day in the testimony of the heavens and therefore was it written concerning the tree of knowledge: ‘On the day that ye eat thereof ye shall die.' For this reason he did not complete the years of this day; for he died during it." (The Book of Jubilees 429-31)

Genesis 5:6 And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Enos: 
Genesis 5:6 — Word Study on "Enos" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Enos" ( אֳנוֹשׁ) (H 583) means, "a Prayer of Manasseh , multitude." Strong says it means, "a mortal, a Prayer of Manasseh ," and comes from ( אָנַשׁ) (H 605), which means, "to be frail, feeble," and figuratively, "melancholy." BDB says it means, " Prayer of Manasseh , mankind." The Enhanced Strong says this name is found 7 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Enos 6, Enosh 1."

Genesis 5:7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years: and he died. 
Genesis 5:9 And Enos lived ninety years, and begat Cainan: 
Genesis 5:9 — Word Study on "Cainan" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Cainan" or "Kenan" ( קֵינָן) (H 7018) means, "possession." Strong says it means, "fixed," and it comes from the primitive root ( קָנַן) (H 7077), which means, "to erect, to build or occupy as a nest."

Comments - Wenham tells us that the name "Qenan" is usually understood as "a variant form of ‘Cain.'" 115]

115] Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 16-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 2, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), comments on Genesis 5:12-14.

Genesis 5:10 And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: and he died. 
Genesis 5:12 And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel: 
Genesis 5:12 — Word Study on "Mahalaleel" - Gesenius, Strong, BDB, and A. Dillman 116] say the Hebrew name "Mahalaleel" ( מַהֲלַלְאֵל) (H 4111) means, "praise of God." Strong says it comes from two Hebrew words, ( מַהֲלָל) (H 4110), meaning, "praise" and ( אֵל) (H 410), meaning, "the Almighty."

116] A. Dillmann, Genesis Critically and Exegetically Expounded, vol 1, trans. Wm. B. Stevenson (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clarke, 1897), 215.

Genesis 5:13 And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:14 And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died. 
Genesis 5:15 And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared: 
Genesis 5:15 — Word Study on "Jared" - Gesenius and Strong say the Hebrew name "Jared" ( יֶרֶד) (H 3382) means, "a descent." Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( יָרַד) (H 3381), which means, "to descend, or to bring down." A. Dillman says it means, "descent, declension." 117]

117] A. Dillmann, Genesis Critically and Exegetically Expounded, vol 1, trans. Wm. B. Stevenson (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clarke, 1897), 215.

Comments- The Book of Jubilees (415-16) tells us that the name was given to him because in his days the angels of the Lord descended upon the earth, which were called "watchers." There duty was to instruct men in the ways of righteousness. The watchers are also mentioned in the book of 1Enoch.

Genesis 5:16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:17 And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred ninety and five years: and he died. 
Genesis 5:18 And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch: 
Genesis 5:18 — Word Study on "Enoch" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Enoch" ( חֲנוֹךְ) (H 2585) means, "initiated, initiating." Strong says it means, "initiated." Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( חָנַן) (H 2603), which means, "to bend or stoop, to favor, to bestow."

Genesis 5:19 And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died. 
Genesis 5:21 And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begat Methuselah:
Genesis 5:21 — Word Study on "Methuselah" - Strong and BDB say the Hebrew name "Methuselah" ( מְתוּשֶׁלַח) (H 4968) means, "man of a dart." Strong says it comes from two Hebrew words, ( מַת) (H 4962), which means, "an adult, a Prayer of Manasseh ," and ( שֶׁלַח) (H 7973), which means, "a missile of attack, a spear, a shoot of growth, or a dart." A. Dillman says it means, "man of the dart or arrow." 118]

118] A. Dillmann, Genesis Critically and Exegetically Expounded, vol 1, trans. Wm. B. Stevenson (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clarke, 1897), 215.

Genesis 5:22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
Genesis 5:23 — Comments- Enoch lived on earth 365 years. This is the same number as the days in a year: easy to remember. 

Genesis 5:24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
Genesis 5:24 — "and he (was) not" - Comments- Genesis 42:13; Genesis 42:32 uses a similar phrase, "and one (is) not," in order to refer to the death or loss of someone.

Genesis 42:13, "And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not."

Genesis 42:32, "We be twelve brethren, sons of our father; one is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan."

Jacob could have just as easily used the phrase, "his brother is dead," as in Genesis 42:38, but he did not.

Genesis 42:38, "And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave."

This phrase is also used to mean that someone is no longer present. In Genesis 42:36, it means "Simeon was not present with him." 

Genesis 42:36, "And Jacob their father said unto them, Me have ye bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are against me."

Thus, this verse in Genesis 5:24 means that Enoch was no longer with the people on earth.

Genesis 5:24 — Comments- Irenaeus (A.D 130 to 200) tells us that the translations of Enoch and Elijah were in anticipation of the coming rapture of the saints spoken of in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 119]

119] Irenaeus writes, "For Enoch, when he pleased God, was translated in the same body in which he did please Him, thus pointing out by anticipation the translation of the just. Elijah, too, was caught up [when he was yet] in the substance of the [natural] form; thus exhibiting in prophecy the assumption of those who are spiritual, and that nothing stood in the way of their body being translated and caught up. For by means of the very same hands through which they were moulded at the beginning, did they receive this translation and assumption." (Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 55)

The concept of being rapture in the heavens is not unique to Hebrew literature. The Roman historian Livy (65 B.C. to A.D 17) records the tradition of Romulus being caught up in a storm and taken to heaven. 120]

120] Livy writes, "Having accomplished these works deserving of immortality, while he was holding an assembly of the people for reviewing his army, in the plain near the Goat"s pool, a storm suddenly came on, accompanied by loud thunder and lightning, and enveloped the king in so dense a mist, that it entirely hid him from the sight of the assembly. After this Romulus was never seen again upon earth…though they readily believed the words of the fathers who had stood nearest him, that he had been carried up to heaven by the storm (The History of Rome 116) See Titus Livius, Roman History, trans. John Henry Freese, Aldred John Church, and William Jackson Brodribb, in The World's Greatest Books, ed. Rossiter Johnson (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1898), 18-19.

If we are to partake of the first resurrection and meet Jesus in the sky, we are going to have to walk with God, according to His Word.

Genesis 5:24 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note the New Testament reference to this event:

Hebrews 11:5-6, "By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God." 

Genesis 5:25 And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: 
Genesis 5:25 — Word Study on "Lamech" - BDB says the Hebrew name "Lamech" ( לֶמֶךְ) (H 3929) means, "powerful." PTW says the name means, "strong youth, overthrower."

Genesis 5:26 And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters:
Genesis 5:27 And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died.
Genesis 5:27 — Comments- Methuselah lived the longest life in the Bible at nine hundred sixty-nine (969) years old. He was born six hundred eighty-seven years (687) after Adam, and he lived nine hundred sixty-nine years (969), which adds up to one thousand six hundred fifty-six (1 ,656) years. This means that Methuselah died the year of the Flood. Thus, all of these men died prior to the Flood, leaving Noah and his sons with the divine calling to go through the Flood and carry the seed of woman, the promised Messiah.

Genesis 5:28 And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: 
Genesis 5:29 And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed.
Genesis 5:29 — Comments- Strong says the Hebrew name "Noah" ( נׂחַ) (H 5146) means "rest." Genesis 5:29 gives a two-fold prophecy in that both Jesus and Noah fulfilled it. Jesus fulfilled it by bring the Church into rest ( Hebrews 4:9-10).

Hebrews 4:9-10, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his." 

Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

In Genesis 3:19 Noah's father prophesied over him that he would bring comfort to the earth. How did this comfort come? God removed the curse from ground ( Genesis 8:21). Noah fulfilled this prophecy by giving man rest from the curse of the ground that God placed on them in Genesis 3:17. Also, through Jesus, man's curses are removed.

Genesis 3:17, "And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;"

Genesis 8:21, "And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man"s sake; for the imagination of man"s heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done."

Noah was an Old Testament type and figure of Jesus Christ, the captain of our salvation, who led us into the ark or (abode) which he went to prepare for us ( John 14:2).

John 14:2, "In my Father"s house are many mansions: if it were not Song of Solomon , I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you."

Genesis 5:30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters: 
Genesis 5:31 And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died. 
Genesis 5:31 — Comments - Lamech would have died five years before the Flood.

Genesis 5:32 And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Genesis 5:32 — Word Study on "Shem" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew name "Shem" ( שֵׁם) (H 8035) means, "name," and that it is derived from the same Hebrew primitive root ( שֵׁם) (H 8034), which means, "name, reputation, fame, glory, memorial, monument." 

Genesis 5:32 — Word Study on "Ham" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew name "Ham" ( חָם) (H 2526) means, "hot," and that it is derived from the same Hebrew primitive root ( חָם) (H 2525), which means, "hot, warm."

Genesis 5:32 — Word Study on "Japheth" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew name "Japheth" ( יֶפֶת) (H 3315) means, "expansion," and is derived from the primitive root ( פָּתָה) (H 6601), which means, "to be spacious, be open, be wide." 

Genesis 5:32 — Comments- The genealogy for the sons of Noah is given in Genesis 10:1-32.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-8 

The Depravity of Mankind - After the Scriptures show us that God is preserving a righteous seed in each generation ( Genesis 5:1-32) in order to preserve the coming of the promised "seed of woman" ( Genesis 3:15), we are then shown how the rest of mankind as a whole grows exceeding wicked until God repents that He made man in His divine plan of creation.

The Interpretation of the Phrase "Sons of God" - Genesis 6:1-4 gives us the story of how the sons of God taking the daughters of man and producing giants upon the earth. There are a number of interpretations as to the meaning of the phrase "sons of God." Some scholars believe that this phrase refers to angels who came down and married among the human race. Others suggest that the phrase "sons of God" simply refers to righteous men who took as their wives the daughters of wicked men. 

1. First View: Angelic Beings Marry the Daughters of Men- This passage of Scripture tells us about one of the most unusual events to take place during the history of mankind, that of angelic beings marrying humans and producing a race of giants. The Book of Jubilees discusses this event and tells us that these wicked angels were taken by God and bound in the depths of the earth until the Day of Judgment.

"And it came to pass when the children of men began to multiply on the face of the earth and daughters were born unto them, that the angels of God saw them on a certain year of this jubilee, that they were beautiful to look upon; and they took themselves wives of all whom they chose, and they bare unto them sons and they were giants. And lawlessness increased on the earth and all flesh corrupted its way, alike men and cattle and beasts and birds and everything that walks on the earth- all of them corrupted their ways and their orders, and they began to devour each other, and lawlessness increased on the earth and every imagination of the thoughts of all men (was) thus evil continually. And God looked upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt, and all flesh had corrupted its orders, and all that were upon the earth had wrought all manner of evil before His eyes. He said that He would destroy man and all flesh upon the face of the earth which He had created. But Noah found grace before the eyes of the Lord. And against the angels whom He had sent upon the earth, He was exceedingly wroth, and He gave commandment to root them out of all their dominion, and He bade us to bind them in the depths of the earth, and behold they are bound in the midst of them, and are (kept) separate. And against their sons went forth a command from before His face that they should be smitten with the sword, and be removed from under heaven. And He said "My spirit shall not always abide on man; for they also are flesh and their days shall be one hundred and twenty years". And He sent His sword into their midst that each should slay his neighbour, and they began to slay each other till they all fell by the sword and were destroyed from the earth. And their fathers were witnesses (of their destruction), and after this they were bound in the depths of the earth for ever, until the day of the great condemnation, when judgment is executed on all those who have corrupted their ways and their works before the Lord." (The Book of Jubilees 51-11)

If we look for support of this teaching, we can find it in 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 1:6. These verses tell us about a group of angels who are presently chained in darkness in Hell, or Tartaros, or the bottomless pit, and can no longer move about on earth.

2 Peter 2:4, "For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;"

Jude 1:6, "And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day."

These two verses indicate that these angels that are now kept in everlasting chains in darkness are not the group of angels that fell with Satan from heaven. Otherwise, there would not be so many demons that are presently moving about on earth today. Thus, the most logical conclusion is to understand that these angels are those referred to in Genesis 6:1-7. It is interesting to note that this verse in 2 Peter 2:4 is immediately followed by a comment on the judgment of the world during the time of Noah, which falls within the context of Genesis 6.

2 Peter 2:5, "And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;"

This is because in The Book of Jubilee the destruction of the world by a flood and the casting down of these wicked angels were a part of the same event of judgment from God. With all of this supporting evidence I support this first view.

2. Second View: Righteous Men taking Unrighteous Women in Marriage - However, some scholars do not believe that it is possible for angels to procreate with the human race using the logic that angels are sexless. They suggest that the phrase "sons of God" simply refers to righteous men who took as their wives the daughters of wicked men and produced giants upon the earth. However, there is little if any biblical and extra-biblical support for this view. It seems to come from those who find it hard to believe that angels would actually mate with women. 

Genesis 6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them, 
Genesis 6:2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.
Genesis 6:2 — Comments- The most popular view in interpreting the phrase "sons of God" is to identify them as celestial beings, or angels? This same phrase is used in the book of Job ( Genesis 1:6; Genesis 2:1; Genesis 38:7) 

Job 1:6,"Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them."

Job 2:1, "Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD."

Job 38:7, "When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?"

In contrast, the phrase "sons of men" can be found in Hebrew poetry in reference to earthly men. Note the use of the term "son of men" in Psalm 4:2; Psalm 31:19; Psalm 33:13; Psalm 57:4; Psalm 58:1; Psalm 145:2, Proverbs 8:4; Proverbs 8:31, Ecclesiastes 1:13; Ecclesiastes 2:3; Ecclesiastes 2:8; Ecclesiastes 3:10; Ecclesiastes 3:18-19; Ecclesiastes 8:11; Ecclesiastes 9:3; Ecclesiastes 9:12, Isaiah 52:14, Jeremiah 32:19, Daniel 5:21, Daniel 10:16, Joel 1:12, Micah 5:7. Since this phrase is used primarily in the Hebrew books of poetry, it appears to be a poetic term, since there was a Hebrew word for angel ( מַלְאָךְ) (H 4397) that was used 214times in the Old Testament. Its poetic nature becomes even more evident when the phrase is contrasted with "the daughters of men" and "sons of men."

Note "man....son of man" in Psalm 8:4, "What is Prayer of Manasseh , that thou art mindful of him? and the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that thou visitest him?"

Note also: Hosea 1:10, "Ye are the sons of the living God." This is a reference to the church age and its future. Thus, in the New Testament, the phrase, "we are sons of God" is used. So: 

Romans 8:16, "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God."

The ancient Jewish The Book of Jubilees, written a few centuries before Christ, describes these "sons of God" as angels who had come down to the sons of men in order to teach them in the ways of righteousness. During this time some of them defiled themselves with the daughters of men.

"And in the second week of the tenth jubilee 449-55 A.M.] Mahalalel took unto him to wife Dinah, the daughter of Barakiel the daughter of his father"s brother, and she bare him a son in the third week in the sixth year, 461 A.M.] and he called his name Jared, for in his days the angels of the Lord descended on the earth, those who are named the Watchers, that they should instruct the children of men, and that they should do judgment and uprightness on the earth..…And in the twelfth jubilee, 582-88] in the seventh week thereof, he took to himself a wife, and her name was Edna, the daughter of Danel, the daughter of his father"s brother, and in the sixth year in this week 587 A.M.] she bare him a son and he called his name Methuselah. And he was moreover with the angels of God these six jubilees of years, and they showed him everything which is on earth and in the heavens, the rule of the sun, and he wrote down everything. And he testified to the Watchers, who had sinned with the daughters of men; for these had begun to unite themselves, so as to be defiled, with the daughters of men, and Enoch testified against (them) all." (The Book of Jubilees 415-23)

In conclusion, I believe the phrase "sons of God" in Genesis 6:2 is a reference to angelic creatures of God, while the phrase "sons of man" refers to earthly humans.

Genesis 6:2 — Comments- The phrase "sons of God" implies that there are no female angels in heaven, only males. Many people who have had visions of heaven and of angels testify of only seeing male angels. Apparently, during this time in history, some of these male angels because intrigued with the daughters of man and began to defile themselves with them.

Genesis 6:3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with Prayer of Manasseh , for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.
Genesis 6:3 — "My spirit shall not always strive with man" - Word Study on "strive" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "strive" ( דּוּן) (H 1777) means, "to rule, regulate." Strong says it is a primitive root that means, "to rule," and by implication, "to Judges ," or "to strive." 

Comments- Gesenius translates the phrase in Genesis 6:3 as "My spirit, i.e, My superior and divine nature, shall not be always humbled in men," i.e, "shall not dwell in a mortal body descending from heaven and having to do with earth." (see H 1779)

In a sense, God will not strive, or put up with, a bunch of sin for long without doing something about it.

Scripture References- Note a similar verse in Jeremiah 32:31.

Jeremiah 32:31, "For this city hath been to me as a provocation of mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even unto this day; that I should remove it from before my face,"

Genesis 6:3 — "his days shall be an hundred and twenty years" - Comments- Some scholars suggest that this period of one hundred and twenty years was not a reference to man's shortened lifespan, but rather a reference to the time before the coming of the Flood. This interpretation is why some preachers say that Noah preached righteousness for one hundred years before the Flood.

Genesis 6:3 — Comments- In the Garden of Eden mankind was immortal. He was untainted with sin and the characteristics of the earth were perfected for his immortality. After the fall, man's lifespan was reduced to approximately one thousand (1 ,000) years. Man was no longer clothed with the glory of God and was now subject to death and decay as was the earth. Thus, the characteristics of the earth were slightly altered along with the shortening of man's lifespan. The second time God reduced man's lifespan is found in Genesis 6:3 during the time of the Flood, where reduced man's lifespan drastically down to one hundred twenty (120) years. God did this by altering the characteristics of the earth through the Flood. In other words, our mortal bodies are not capable of living longer than this under the current conditions on earth. Therefore, today we live within the same characteristics of the earth and within the same bounds of a one-hundred-twenty-year lifespan. 

Five hundred years after Noah, Moses refers to man living seventy to eighty years in Psalm 90:10 Moses. We must not think of this as a divine decree that reduced mankind's lifespan, but rather an observation of the average age of man's life. For even today, there are a few people who live up to one hundred twenty (120) years, while most of us live only to seventy to eighty years, just as Moses described. We can make this evaluation because each time God shortened man's lifespan, He altered the characteristics of the earth. But from the time of Noah to Moses no alterations were made.

Psalm 90:10, "The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away."

We know that God will one day restore man's lifespan back to its original immortality. Again, this event will coincide with the creation of a new heaven and earth. Some scholars suggest that man's thousand-year lifespan will be restored during the Millennial Reign of Christ, but I have yet to find how this change will coincide with the alterations of the earth.

Genesis 6:3 — Comments- Genesis 5:1-32 gives us the genealogy of Adam, in which are listed men who lived to be almost 1 ,000 years old. It is the most outstanding chapter in the Bible of man's longevity. But although mankind lived a thousand years, he was still mortal, or fleshly, and subject to death as God promised Adam before he sinned. Man was able to live so long in chapter 5 because these were men of righteousness and sin did not have a deep root in Adam and his early descendants, but as sin increased in Prayer of Manasseh , his life was shortened. Because of the growth of sin during this time period from Adam to Noah God cut man's years back to 120 years. The reason is that God was no longer willing to endure sin in a man's life for such a long period of time. In contrast, there were several men, such as Enoch and Elijah, who walked in God"s presence so closely that God took them to heaven before their death. Note: 

Proverbs 10:27, "The fear of the LORD prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened."

There is eternal life with God, and in His presence is life, the very life that raised Jesus from the dead, and there is no death in His presence. Note:

John 11:25, "Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:"

Genesis 6:4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 
Genesis 6:4 — Word Study on "giants" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "giants" ( נְפִילִים) (H 5303) means, "excellent, noble, skilful." Strong says it literally means, "a feller, i.e. a bully or tyrant," and thus figuratively, "giants." The plural form is pronounced "Nephilim," and is used in some modern English translations (ACV, ASV, GodsWord, HNV, JPS, NIV, RSV). It is used only three times in the Old Testament being translated "giants" in the KJV each time. It is used in only one other verse in the Old Testament when the twelve spies saw them while searching out the Promised Land ( Numbers 13:33). Strong says it comes from the primitive root ( נָפַל) (H 5307), which means, "to fall." Thus, at least one modern English translation reads "the fallen ones," (YLT).

Numbers 13:33, "And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight."

Genesis 6:4 — Comments- E. W. Bullinger says that these giants existed after the Flood because there are references to giants after the time of Noah. He asks how this could be if they were all destroyed by the Flood, since it was just this perverted event that brought upon man the destruction of the earth. He finds the answer in Genesis 6:4 in the phrase "and also after that." 121] The Scriptures are telling us that these giants walked the earth during the time of Noah and "afterwards," or after the Flood. Evidently, these angelic "sons of God" came back down to earth sometime after the Flood and again came in unto the daughters of men. We know that this took place before the time of Abraham since the Rephaim, or giants, are found among the peoples who were defeated by the king of Elam ( Genesis 14). The context of the Old Testament suggests that this time it was not in such a great measure of wickedness. 

121] E. W. Bullinger, Appendix 23: "The Sons of God" in Genesis 6:2 ,4, in The Companion Bible Being The Authorized Version of 1611With The Structures And Notes, Critical, Explanatory and Suggestive And With 198 Appendixes (London: Oxford University Press, c 1909-22), 26-7.

We see similar giants mentioned again in Numbers 13:33 when the children of Israel spied out the land of the Canaanites and spoke of the children of Anak.

Numbers 13:33, "And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight."

Deuteronomy 9:2, "A people great and tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say, Who can stand before the children of Anak!"

The Scriptures give us the names of three of the children of Anak who were defeated by Caleb.

Numbers 13:22, "And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)"

Joshua 15:14, "And Caleb drove thence the three sons of Anak, Sheshai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the children of Anak."

We find a reference to other descendants of these giants, called the Emims and the Zamzummims, in Deuteronomy. Moses records for us that the sons of Esau, the Ammonites, destroyed them before possessing their land.

Deuteronomy 2:10-11, "The Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; Which also were accounted giants, as the Anakims; but the Moabites call them Emims."

Deuteronomy 2:20-21, "(That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in old time; and the Ammonites call them Zamzummims; A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; but the LORD destroyed them before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead:"

In addition, we find eighteen references to the Rephaim, or giants, in the Old Testament, of whom were born Goliath the Gittite and his brothers. These giants are called "mighty men which were of old, men of renown" in Genesis 6:4. This is the way the Philistines viewed Goliath and his brothers in battle. Finally, we find such creatures in Greek and Roman mythology. 

God sent the sword of the Israelites into the land of Canaan this time as His form of divine judgment, but it took several hundred years before a man like David and his fighting men were able to wipe out this race of creatures.

Within the context of this discussion, we may have found insight into Paul's comment to the Corinthian church when he said, "For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels." ( 1 Corinthians 11:10) In other words, we must ask the question if it is possible for such angels to be attracted to the daughters of men today.

Genesis 6:5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
Genesis 6:5 — Comments- Notice that God saw not only the outward actions of Prayer of Manasseh , but also his inward thoughts. In other words, these men became so depraved that their conscience no long was able to discern between good and evil. These people during the time of the flood had a reprobate mind, or a mind void of moral judgment. The only thing left was divine judgment, for repentance was no long something that they were capable of doing.

Genesis 6:6 And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 
Genesis 6:7 And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both Prayer of Manasseh , and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 
Genesis 6:8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.
Genesis 6:8 — Comments- Because the Bible is a book of redemption, sin and grace are prominent in Bible. Noah finds grace in God's sight, but the next passage of Scripture will reveals human depravity and God's judgment in the Flood.



Verses 9-22 

The Lord Commands Noah - In Genesis 6:9-22 the Lord commands Noah to build the ark.

Genesis 6:9 These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.
Genesis 6:9 — "and Noah walked with God" - Comments- Genesis 6:9 makes a similar statement to Enoch"s walk with God in that Noah also walked with God ( Genesis 5:22). 

Genesis 5:22,"And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters:"

Genesis 6:10 And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Genesis 6:10 — Word Studies on "Shem, Ham, and Japheth" - Strong says the name Shem ( שֵׁם) (H 8035) means "name." PTW says it means, "name, renoun." Strong and PTW say the name Ham ( חָם) (H 2526) means "hot." Gesenius says the name Japheth ( יֶפֶת) (H 3315) means, "widely extending." Strong says it means, "expansion." PTW says it means, "the extender, fair, enlarged." The Expanded Strong says it means, "opened." 

Comments- The Book of Jubilees gives us the order of the births of Noah's three sons as being the same as that given in Genesis 6:10.

"And in the twenty-fifth 1205 A.M.] jubilee Noah took to himself a wife, and her name was Emzara, the daughter of Rake"el, the daughter of his father"s brother, in the first year in the fifth week 1207 A.M.]: and in the third year thereof she bare him Shem, in the fifth year thereof 1209 A.M.] she bare him Ham, and in the first year in the sixth week 1212 A.M.] she bare him Japheth." (The Book of Jubilees 433)

Genesis 6:11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.
Genesis 6:11 — "The earth also was corrupt before God" - Comments- Mankind had ruined the earth so that it was beyond repair. The corruption of men's hearts was one of unrepentance. The interbreeding of angelic beings with mankind was irreversible. The animal and plant life was in travail since the Fall. 

Genesis 6:11 — "and the earth was filled with violence" - Word Study on "violence" - Strong says the Hebrew word "violence" ( חָמָס) (H 2555) means, "violence, wrong." It is interesting to note that the modern-day Islamic terrorist group located in the Gaza Strip calls itself "Hamas." 123]

123] "Hamas," Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia (San Francisco, California: Wikipedia Foundation, Inc.) [on-line], accessed 20 December 2008, available from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamas; Internet.

Genesis 6:12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.
Genesis 6:13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.
Genesis 6:14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.
Genesis 6:14 — Word Study on "shalt pitch" - The Expanded Strong says the Hebrew word "pitch" ( כָּפַר) (H 3722) is a primitive root that means, "to cover, purge, make an atonement, make reconciliation, cover over with pitch." The Expanded Strong says it is used 102times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "atonement 71, purge 7, reconciliation 4, reconcile 3, forgive 3, purge away 2, pacify 2, atonement...made 2, merciful 2, cleansed 1, disannulled 1, appease 1, put off 1, pardon 1, pitch 1." Genesis 6:14 is the only time that this Hebrew word is translated as "pitch." Otherwise, this Hebrew word is normally used to describe atonement throughout the Old Testament. 

Genesis 6:14 — Word Study on "pitch" - BDB says the Hebrew word "pitch" ( כֹּפֶר) (H 3724) means, "price of a life, ransom, bribe," or "asphalt, pitch (as a covering)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 17 times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "ransom 8, satisfaction 2, bribe 2, camphire 2, pitch 1, sum of money 1, village 1." Genesis 6:14 is the only time this Hebrew word is translated as "pitch." Otherwise, it most often refers to an atonement.

Genesis 6:15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
Genesis 6:16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.
Genesis 6:16 — Comments- There was only one window in the ark. Noah could only lookup. Carl Baugh makes the interpretation of this window as being a ridge vent that spanned the length of the ark. 124] Also, there was only one door, which was on the side.

124] Carl Baugh, Creation in the 21st Century (Glen Rose, Texas: Creation Evidence Museum), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Genesis 6:17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 
Genesis 6:18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons" wives with thee.
Genesis 6:18 — Comments- Note that Noah"s household found deliverance from God's wrath. God delivered other households in Scripture. The Lord allowed Rahab and her family to be saved ( Joshua 6:25). God also saved the households of Lydia and the Philippian jailer ( Acts 16:15; Acts 16:31).

Joshua 6:25, "And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father"s household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho."

Acts 16:15, "And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us." 

Acts 16:31, "And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house."

Genesis 6:17-18 — Comments - The Rich Prayer of Manasseh - Even rich men died in the flood, which illustrates Proverbs 11:4, "Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death."

Genesis 6:19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. 
Genesis 6:20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. 
Genesis 6:21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.
Genesis 6:21 — Comments- What kind of food would Noah have taken aboard the ark? Since God had not yet allow man to kill animals and eat meat, Noah would have taken grains, vegetables, and fruit aboard the ark ( Genesis 1:29).

Genesis 1:29, "And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so."

Genesis 6:22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.
Genesis 6:22 — Comments- God's Patience During the Days of Noah - However long it took to build the ark, God's patience waited expectantly in the days of Noah, while he was building the ark. Then wrath was poured out (See 1 Peter 3:20).

1 Peter 3:20, "Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that Isaiah , eight souls were saved by water."

Genesis 6:22 — Comments- The Fear of Prayer of Manasseh - There was no fear of man put in animals until after the flood ( Genesis 9:2), so this feat was truly instilled within animals by God.

Genesis 9:2, "And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered."



Verses 9-29 

The Genealogy of Noah - The third genealogy in the book of Genesis is entitled "The Genealogy of Noah" ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29), which gives us the account of the Noah's fulfillment of the divine commission to be fruitful and multiply. Hebrews 11:7 reveals the central message in this genealogy that stirs our faith in God when it describes Noah's obedience to God in building the ark. Noah's destiny, whose name means "rest," was to be fruitful and bear a righteous offspring. His genealogy opens with a divine commission to build the ark and save a remnant of mankind so that God could restore peace and rest to the fallen human race. Immediately after the Flood, Noah built an altar and God spoke to him and commanded him to "be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth" ( Genesis 9:1). Hebrews 11:7 tells us how Noah fulfilled his divine commission by building the ark and saving his household.

Hebrews 11:7, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith."

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Lord Commands Noah — Genesis 6:9-22
2. The Destruction of the Flood — Genesis 7:1-24
3. Noah and His Family Leave the Ark — Genesis 8:1-22
4. Be Fruitful and Multiply — Genesis 9:1-7 

5. God's Covenant with Noah — Genesis 9:8-17 

6. Noah Curses Canaan — Genesis 9:18-27
7. Conclusion to the Genealogy of Noah — Genesis 9:28-29
The Story of the Flood - Within the genealogy of Noah we find the lengthy story of the Flood, by which God destroyed the earth. Jesus tells us that the story of the Flood reveals parallel events that will take place in the end times ( Matthew 24:37-39).

Matthew 24:37-39, "But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." 

The rapture of Enoch ( Genesis 5:24) could parallel the rapture of the spirit-filled saints, which takes place immediately before the Great Tribulation. The building of the ark could parallel the propitiation of Christ Jesus and His office of the High Priest, which will deliver many during the time of the Great Tribulation. (Strong says that the Hebrew word "pitch" ( כָּפַר) (H 3722) in Genesis 6:14 means, "to cover, purge, make an atonement, make reconciliation, [cover over with] pitch.") Also, in the Scripture forty days represents a time of tribulation. Thus, the forty days of rain could represent the seven-year Tribulation Period. The one-year that Noah rested in the ark could represent the thousand-year Millennial Reign of Christ on earth (compare Genesis 7:11 to Genesis 8:13). Noah's disembarkment from the ark and God's renewal of His covenant with Noah and the earth could represent our entrance into eternity with the creation of a new heaven and a new earth under a similar renewal of covenant.

The story of Noah's Flood refers to three dates in the life of Noah. It refers to his age of five hundred (500) years old when he bore his three sons ( Genesis 5:32), his age of six hundred (600) years old when he entered the ark ( Genesis 7:11) and his age of six hundred and one (601) years old when he disembarked from the ark ( Genesis 8:13). and of Jesus' prophecies in Matthew 24-25 have a time of warning of God's impending judgment, a time of judgment and the start of a new age. At the age of 500 he was a "preacher of righteous" warning others of God's coming judgment. At the age of six hundred (600) the judgment of God came upon the earth. At the age of six hundred and one (601) the earth ended one age and entered into a new age for mankind. In a similar way, the disciples asked Jesus in Matthew 24:3 three questions regarding warning signs, judgment and restoration. They wanted to know the warning signs of the end of the age, the time when judgment comes and the time when Jesus comes to usher us into a new age. 

Many scholars suggest that the statement in Matthew 24:34, which says, "This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled," means that all of the events that Jesus predicted in Matthew 24-25 will take place within a man's lifetime. If we find a parallel to this time frame in the story of Noah and the Flood, we know that he was "a preacher of righteousness" for one hundred and twenty (120) years according to Jewish tradition. Thus, it is possible that the signs and events of the end- times will last about one hundred and twenty (120) years and end with the Second Coming of Christ.

When God shut the door to the ark Noah did not know the day and hour that the flood would come. Noah knew the season of the coming of the Flood, but not the exact time. He was just being obedient. In the same way Jesus said, "Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh." ( Matthew 25:13)

Historical Evidence of the Flood - Literally hundreds of accounts of a flood have been documented from every corner of the world. From North, Central and South America, Africa, Europe, the Near East as well as the Far East, historians have discovered some version of a flood in most of these societies. 122] 

122] Howard F. Vos, "Flood (Genesis)," International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, vol 2 (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1982), 316-321; Mark Isaak, Flood Stores from Around the World, c 1996-2002 [on-line]; accessed 14March 2009; available from http://www.talkorigins.org/faqs/flood-myths.html; Internet.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-24 

The Destruction of the Flood - In Genesis 7:1-24 God calls Noah and his family into the ark, and the flood-gates of heaven and the deep are opened so that the flood destroys every living thing upon the earth.

Genesis 7:1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.
Genesis 7:1 — Comments- Noah"s ark symbolizes the Cross and Jesus delivering us from the world of sin and destruction.

Genesis 7:2 Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. 
Genesis 7:2 — Comments- We find a list of clean and unclean animals in Leviticus 11:1-47. Those considered clean were the ones that ate plants, while the unclean were the animals that ate other animals. We know that in God's original plan for creation all living creatures were to eat plants only. However, those animals that were corrupted turned from their natural state and began to eat other animals.

Genesis 7:3 Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. 
Genesis 7:4 For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.
Genesis 7:4 — Comments- Sea life is not mentioned in the destruction by the flood, just earth creatures and fowl. In Genesis 6:7 Prayer of Manasseh , beast and fowl are to be destroyed.

Genesis 6:7, "And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both Prayer of Manasseh , and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them."

Genesis 7:4 — Comments- There is no mention of the earth ever receiving rain before the time of the flood ( Genesis 2:5). Instead, the earth was watered by a mist that arose from the ground ( Genesis 2:6).

Genesis 2:5, "And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground."

Genesis 2:6, "But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground."

Genesis 7:5 And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him.
Genesis 7:5 — Comments- Noah was in total obedience unto the Lord. Hence, Noah was called righteous in Genesis 7:1, "And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation."

Genesis 7:5 — Comments- Hebrews 11:7 says that Noah built the ark. This act of faith condemned the world, showing their rebellion and disobedience to God, "And he preached to them righteousness" ( 2 Peter 2:5). His preaching of God's coming judgment is just like us preaching today of Jesus' coming and judgment day. We are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling ( Philippians 2:12).

Hebrews 11:7, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith."

2 Peter 2:5, "And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;"

Philippians 2:12, "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling."

Genesis 7:6 And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth.
Genesis 7:6 — "six hundred years old" - Comments- Noah was 595 years old when his father died. Thus, none of his righteous ancestors was alive at the time of the flood.

Genesis 5:30, "And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters."

Noah"s three sons were approximately 100 years old when the flood came:

Genesis 11:10, "These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the flood."

Noah was 500 years old when the flood came. 

Genesis 5:32, "And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth."

The Flood came five years after Lamech's death. It came the same year as Methuselah's death. Enoch was taken to heaven before Noah"s birth. Only Lamech and Methuselah lived at the time of the birth of Noah"s sons. So why did God wait to send the flood until the very year that the last of Noah"s forefathers died? Because the righteous are the salt of the earth, holding back God"s wrath:

Matthew 5:13, "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men." 

Adam to Seth 130 yrs, lived 800 yrs longer, died at age 930.

Seth to Enos 105 yrs, lived 807 yrs longer, died at age 912.

Enos to Cainan 90 yrs, lived 815 yrs longer, died at age 905.

Cainan to Mahalaleel 70 yrs, lived 840 yrs longer, died at age 910.

Mahalaleel to Jared 65 yrs, lived 830 yrs longer, died at age 895.

Jared to Enoch 162yrs, lived 800 yrs longer, died at age 962.

Enoch to Methuselah 65 yrs, lived 300 yrs longer, translated at age 365.

Methuselah to Lamech 187 yrs, lived 782yrs longer, died at age 969.

Lamech to Noah 182yrs, lived 595 yrs longer, died at age 777.

Noah to 3sons 500 yrs, 100 yrs later the flood, lived 350 years longer, died at age 950.

Genesis 7:7 And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons" wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.
Genesis 7:8 Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth,
Genesis 7:9 There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded Noah. 
Genesis 7:8-9 — Comments - Noah's Obedience- Noah did not seek to save a bunch of worldly treasures, but rather he sought animals in obedience to God's command.

Genesis 7:8-9 — Comments - Noah Gathers the Animals Into the Ark- The question is asked, "How did Noah gather all of the animals into the ark." We ask this question from the observation of the behaviour of the animal today. God brought the animals to Adam in the same way that He brought the animals to the Ark and the same way He brought a whale to swallow Jonah.

Genesis 2:19, "And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof."

Genesis 7:10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.
Genesis 7:10 — Comments- God's Word is truth. It never falls short throughout the Holy Bible. In Noah's obedience to God's Word, he waited for a Word from God before acting in faith. He stayed in the ark one year and ten days ( Genesis 7:11; Genesis 8:14).

Genesis 7:11, "In the six hundredth year of Noah"s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened."

Genesis 8:14, "And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried."

Genesis 7:10 — Comments- Noah entered the ark seven days before the flood came.

Genesis 7:11 In the six hundredth year of Noah"s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.
Genesis 7:11 — Word Study on "the fountains" - Strong says the Hebrew word "fountain" ( מַעְיָן) (H 4599) means, "a spring, fountain." He says it comes from the word ( עַיִן) (H 5869), which means, "eye." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 23times in the Old Testament. In the KJV, it is translated, "fountain 16, well 5, springs 2." 

Genesis 7:11 — Word Study on "the windows" - Strong says the Hebrew word "windows" ( אֲרֻבָּה) (H 699) means, "lattice, window, sluice." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 9 times in the Old Testament. In the KJV, it is translated, "windows 8, chimney 1." The NIV reads, "floodgates." Strong says it is the passive participle of the primitive root ( אָרַב) (H 693), which means, "to lie in wait, ambush, lurk."

Genesis 7:11 — Comments- Proverbs -flood scientists generally agree that there was a huge reservoir of water under the earth's crust prior to the flood in Noah's time. This would explain how a mist went up from the earth and continually watered the entire face of the ground ( Genesis 2:5-6). At the time of the flood, the earth's crust broke open and the water from beneath was pushed upwards because of tremendous pressure from the weight of earth. This water from these fissures shot up miles into the atmosphere, returning to earth in the form of a tremendous rainstorm unlike anything that has ever been before or after. In addition, much of this water would have turned into snow because of the cold atmospheric temperatures and fell to earth as a giant global snowstorm. This would explain why scientists now find giant mastodons frozen in the ice with vegetation still in their mouths from grazing. These giant fissures split the earth's mantle into the pieces that we see today. We recognize them now as the undersea ridges that run down the mid-Atlantic as well at the "Ring of Fire" that encircles the Pacific Ocean. As these fountains of the deep burst forth, some of the earth's crust smashed together with such force that it formed the mountain ranges that we see today across the earth. 125]

125] John Baumgardner, Catastrophic Plate Tectonics: The Physics Behind the Genesis Flood (Creation Science Fellowship, Inc, Pittsburgh, PA, 2003) [on-line]; accessed 22March 2009; available from http://globalflood.org/papers/2003ICCcpt.html; Internet.

Genesis 2:5-6, "And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground."

Genesis 7:11 — Illustration- While on the trip from Texas to Oregon, I saw the results of the deep breaking with huge mountains and layers of rock thrusting out of the ground. I believe the land, the earth, was flat and tropical until the flood, which broke the cloud cover and also made mountains. The flow of the water cut deep canyons into the earth.

Genesis 7:12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 
Genesis 7:13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah"s wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;
Genesis 7:13 — Comments- Noah and his family all entered into the ark by faith. They all entered together into the ark on the same day. This day was when the rain began to fall upon the earth ( Genesis 7:12). The flood, its destruction, and salvation of Noah and family is compared, in Luke 17:26-31, to the second coming of Jesus.

Genesis 7:14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 
Genesis 7:15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. 
Genesis 7:16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in. 
Genesis 7:16 — "and the LORD shut him in" - Comments- The fact that the Lord shut Noah in the ark represents the fact that God determines the times and seasons of His divine judgment. He determined the day to shut this door, and He will determine the time and day to shut the door and end man's opportunities for repentance. He determines the day of every man's death, and of the future prophetic events of the wrath and judgment of Almighty God.

Genesis 7:17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.
Genesis 7:18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. 
Genesis 7:19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. 
Genesis 7:18-19 — Comments - The Earth Before the Flood- Carl Baugh, who teaches extensively on the biblical account of creation, says that before the flood, there were no tall mountains as there are today. During this period, great upheavals took place on the earth creating the mountains as we know today. In fact, the height of mountains is increasing even today with the continued movement of earth's tectonic plates. 126]

126] Carl Baugh, Creation in the 21st Century (Glen Rose, Texas: Creation Evidence Museum), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Genesis 7:20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. 
Genesis 7:21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 
Genesis 7:22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.
Genesis 7:23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both Prayer of Manasseh , and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. 
Genesis 7:23 — "and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark" - Comments- When God speaks His Word, He performs it to the utmost ( Genesis 6:13).

Genesis 6:13, "And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth."

Genesis 7:24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.
Genesis 7:24 — Comments- In other words, for five months the water covered the earth before it began to recede. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-22 

Noah and His Family Leave the Ark - In Genesis 8:1-22 Noah and his family leave the ark.

Genesis 8:1 And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged; 
Genesis 8:2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained; 
Genesis 8:3 And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. 
Genesis 8:4 And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.
Genesis 8:3-4 — Comments - The Length of the Flood- The Scriptures tell us that the Flood lasted from counts from the seventeenth day of the second month ( Genesis 7:11) to the seventeenth day of seventh month ( Genesis 8:4). This would make it five months, or one hundred fifty (150) days ( Genesis 8:3).

Genesis 7:11, "In the six hundredth year of Noah"s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened."

Genesis 8:5 And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.
Genesis 8:5 — Comments- We must ask the question, "Where did all of this enormous amount of water go to when it receded from off of the face of the earth?" We can find an answer in The Book of Jubilees which tells us that in order to cause the flood God "opened seven flood-gates of heaven, and the mouths of the fountains of the great deep, seven mouths in number..." (The Book of Jubilees 524). He then caused the flood to recede by opening up these seven abysses of the earth and the waters descended into the deep below.

"And the ark went and rested on the top of Lubar, one of the mountains of Ararat. And (on the new moon) in the fourth month the fountains of the great deep were closed and the flood-gates of heaven were restrained; and on the new moon of the seventh month all the mouths of the abysses of the earth were opened, and the water began to descend into the deep below." (The Book of Jubilees 528-30)

Genesis 8:6 And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made: 
Genesis 8:7 And he sent forth a raven, which went forth to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the earth. 
Genesis 8:8 Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters were abated from off the face of the ground; 
Genesis 8:9 But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto him into the ark, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the ark.
Genesis 8:10 And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; 
Genesis 8:11 And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth. 
Genesis 8:12 And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more.
Genesis 8:10-12 — Comments - The Symbol of the Dove- In Genesis 8:10-12, the dove flew until it found an olive leaf, which it brought back to Noah in the ark. Thus, we also the dove, a symbol of the Holy Spirit, hovering over the floodwaters in Noah"s day, just as the Spirit of God hovered over the earth in the beginning of creation. 

Genesis 1:2, "And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."

Genesis 8:13 And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.
Genesis 8:14 And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried. 
Genesis 8:15 And God spake unto Noah, saying,
Genesis 8:15 — Comments- Note Noah"s obedience to God's Word. He waited for a Word from God before leaving the ark. He stayed in ark one year and about ten days. Note Genesis 7:11 and Genesis 8:14 to see the time period.

Genesis 7:11, "In the six hundredth year of Noah"s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened."

Genesis 8:14, "And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried."

Genesis 8:14-15 — Comments - Noah's Time on the Ark Had a Purpose- In just over one year, all dead life had time to deteriorate so it would not stink in the land. This prevented Noah and his family, and particularly the animals on the ark, from contracting diseases by coming in contacting with rotting flesh.

Genesis 8:16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons" wives with thee. 
Genesis 8:17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. 
Genesis 8:18 And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons" wives with him: 
Genesis 8:19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark. 
Genesis 8:20 And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
Genesis 8:20 — Comments- The practice of offering sacrifices of blood was practiced since the time of Abel ( Genesis 4:4). Josephus says that Noah offered a sacrifice unto the Lord out of fear that God would again bring a flood upon mankind yearly. He said Noah asked the Lord to allow the earth to continue on its course as in former days (Josephus Antiquities 137).

Genesis 4:4, "And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering."

Genesis 8:21 And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man"s sake; for the imagination of man"s heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.
Genesis 8:21 — "and the LORD said in his heart" - Comments- Our sacrifices move the heart of God, and He gives something back to us. Noah's sacrifice moved the heart of God to make a promise to mankind.

Genesis 8:21 — Comments- In Genesis 8:21 God removes the curse from the ground, which he set in motion in Genesis 3:17. Seedtime and harvest is now set in motion on the earth. God is giving man a second opportunity to take dominion over the earth and to subdue it. A fruitful earth was one means of accomplishing God's original command to be fruitful and multiply. This is why God gave this command again to Noah in Genesis 9:1, "And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth." 

Thus Noah became a farmer ( Genesis 9:20).

Genesis 9:20, "And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard:"

Thus, this verse is a fulfillment of the prophecy of Genesis 5:29.

Genesis 5:29, "And he called his name Noah, saying, This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed."

For one thousand years, or ten generations, the earth had been cursed, since the time of Adam and Eve:

Genesis 3:17, "And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;"

Now the earth was commanded to bring forth its abundance. We see this promise later in the life of Issac.

Genesis 26:12, "Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the LORD blessed him."

We see the earth's ability to bring forth is harvest under the Mosaic Law.

Leviticus 25:19, "And the land shall yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your fill, and dwell therein in safety."

Genesis 8:22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.
Genesis 8:22 — "While the earth remaineth" - Comments- The phrase "while the earth remainith" can easily be a reference to the fact that this present earth will one day pass away, that it is temporal, as prophesied in the book of Revelation and will one day pass away.

Because of man's human depravity and the divine judgment of the Flood, the characteristics of the earth have forever been changed. The earth will need redemption, in a similar way that mankind needs redemption. Romans 8:19-23 says that all creation will travail until this time of redemption has come. Just as man's mortal body will have to pass away in order for him to receive a resurrection body, so will this present earth have to pass away so that a new heavens and earth can be created.

As an example of this present earth's inability to fulfill God's original purpose and plan, we find Jesus passing by a fig tree at a time when He hungered. Because there were no figs on the tree, Jesus cursed it and it withered and died ( Matthew 21:18-19, Mark 11:12-26). Jesus cursed the tree because it failed to fulfill its purpose of providing fruit to mankind. The fig tree came to an end because it could not fulfill its destiny. It was created t provide fruit for the Creator of the universe, but because of the Fall and the corruption that followed, the fig tree could not do what it was created to do. Therefore, it was one part of God's creation that must be destroyed so that all things can be made new again. In contrast, the original earth in the Garden of Eden did not have summer and winter, cold and heat. Therefore, seedtime and harvest took place year round, so that fruit was always available. Adam and Eve could partake of any fruit at any season of the year. Jesus understood that this present earth was out of order when the fig tree could not provide fruit as man's request, and cursed the fig tree, which testified of the passing away of this present earth. 

Genesis 8:22 — "seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease" - Comments- God describes the characteristics of this new world after the Flood in Genesis 8:22. Paul describes these characteristics in his epistles as the "fashion (or form) of this world" ( 1 Corinthians 7:31). Before the Flood, there were no seasons as we know them today; there was no summer and winter, no season of hot weather and of cold weather. The seasons are commonly understood by scholars to have been relatively constant, with little variations in temperature. Plants would grow year round and not seasonally as we see them grow today. Thus, the emphasis of Genesis 8:22 is its emphasis on the primary characteristic of this post-flood earth, which has seasons. The development of a seed sown and its harvest is dependent upon three factors: temperature, rain, and sunlight. The cold and heat provide the temperatures, the summer and winter provide the rainy and dry seasons, and the day and night provide the sunlight and darkness, all of which are factors in the growth and maturity of the seed and its harvest. 

We know in the pre-flood earth and in eternity there will be no such seasons of changing weather. In Heaven neither will there be day and night as there is in this age. 

God will use these new characteristics during this present age to judge mankind, using such events as earthquakes, famine and floods. We see this in Jesus' description of the Great Tribulation in Matthew 23-24and in the book of Revelation. This is why God said in this verse, "As long as (this particular) earth remains…" In other words, as long as this earth with these characteristics remains, mankind will be governed by these characteristics.

Genesis 8:22 — Comments- Genesis 2:4 to Genesis 9:29 shows us the characteristics of the heavens and the earth prior to the flood and how man's sins altered these characteristics of nature. The heavens and the earth were originally without form and void ( Genesis 1:2). God then created them in seven days in a marvelous way so that the earth could serve mankind ( Genesis 1-2). Man's sinfulness altered these characteristics ( Genesis 3-8) until we have the earth in its present form ( Genesis 8:22), having fallen into the state of vanity until the redemption of the sons of God when it to will be made anew ( Romans 8:18-23).

Within the context of this statement in Genesis 8:22, God was promising Noah that He would never again disrupt the earth with a flood, so that there would always be an uninterrupted set of seasons. In other words, the earth would continue on a normal course until it comes to an end, and mankind enters eternity with the Lord, who destroys the present heavens and earth and makes them new again. The earthly cycles of day and night become a covenant that God cannot break ( Jeremiah 33:19-20). His covenant with day and night is reconfirmed after the flood with similar covenants of seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, and summer and winter ( Genesis 8:22), in which God will hold Himself faithful so that He will no longer violate them by causing another flood. Thus, Genesis 8:22 serves as a list of existing covenants that God has established, which are joined within the context of this passage of Scripture with God renewing His covenant and commission with the animal kingdom and with mankind to be fruitful and multiply.

Jeremiah 33:19-20, "And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah , saying, Thus saith the LORD If ye can break my covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should not be day and night in their season;"

God had cursed the ground when Adam and Eve fell in the Garden of Eden. After the flood, God removed that curse when Noah disembarked off of the ark and offer a sacrifice. God said in the Genesis 8:21, "I will not again curse the ground any more for man"s sake." Thus, the earth will now properly respond to seedtime and produce a harvest. This is what God is saying to Noah in this passage. Now the harvest will be determined by seasons, since prior to the flood, there was no cold and heat, summer and winter. There were no seasons like we know them today. Seedtime and harvest time will now have to be planned around the seasons of the year. Thus, this statement is important to Noah because he was a agriculturalist and perhaps herdsman, making his living from the ground. He was going to have to adjust his farming methods to these new characteristics of the earth.

Many recent preachers, such as Oral Roberts, 127] have pointed out in the last few years using this verse in Genesis 8:22, God will also use these characteristics to bless mankind. If mankind will learn to obey these new principles and laws of nature he can reap an abundant harvest. Roberts interprets spiritual principles from this text to teach that when we sow our finances and other types of gifts as unto the Lord, we are to expect some type of harvest from Heaven. Thus, these characteristics of the earth serve as God's instruments in effecting His plan of redemption for mankind upon the earth.

127] Oral Roberts, Miracle of SEED-FAITH (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Oral Roberts, c 1970).

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-7 

Be Fruitful and Multiply - After the Flood, God reinstated the command that He had first given to man in Genesis 1:28-29, which was to be fruitful and multiple and take dominion over the earth. 

Genesis 1:28, "And God gave them his blessing and said to them, Be fertile and have increase, and make the earth full and be masters of it; be rulers over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing moving on the earth."

After the flood, God also allows man to eat meat from the animal kingdom. In the beginning God allowed man to eat only from the plant kingdom. Now he is allowed to each any animal of the as long as its blood was not still in its flesh. One possible reason is that disease is easily passed from an animal to a person through the blood and other body fluids. Song of Solomon , God was giving man a standard of hygiene. 

Genesis 9:1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 
Genesis 9:2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. 
Genesis 9:2 — Comments- Since God is now going to allow man to kill beasts for food, He wisely places the fear of man within them so that they can run and hide. Otherwise, man in his depravity and foolishness, would walk amongst herds and flocks and kill them all for sheer pleasure. Thus, God instills within the animals an instinct for self-preservation.

This instinctive fear of man that will now become a part of the animals' character raises the issue of how God directs the natural world in which we live. For example, God's intimate involvement in nature is described in Job 38-41, which says the Lord gives animals wisdom and commands ( Job 39:26-27).

Genesis 9:3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.
Genesis 9:3 — Comments- Prior to the Flood, God gave man only the plants to eat ( Genesis 1:29). After the Flood, man is allowed to eat meat. Why did God give man meat to eat after the Flood and not before it? Perhaps the answer lies in the fact that mankind now need the protein to help restore the skin and other harmful effects of ultraviolet rays that could not penetrate the clouds before the Flood. Thus, meat is an important part of our diet with these new characteristics of the earth.

Genesis 1:29, "And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat." 

Man is now allowed to eat meat, but man cannot eat the blood, or raw flesh with the blood, still in the meat. Up until the time of this passage, mankind had been commanded to eat a vegetarian diet, based on Genesis 1:29.

This is the first place in the Bible where man is allowed to eat meat. In Leviticus 11:1-47 God lists the clean and unclean animals that man is allowed to eat. This occurs fifteen hundred years after the time of Noah. The Scriptures tell us that in the mouth of two or three witnesses, every matter is confirmed ( Deuteronomy 17:6; Deuteronomy 19:15, Matthew 18:16, 2 Corinthians 13:1). Thus, we have confirmation that man needs to eat meat as part of a balanced and healthy diet.

Genesis 9:4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.
Genesis 9:4 — Comments- The NAB reads, "Only flesh with its lifeblood still in it you shall not eat." One reason that God did not want people to eat meat with its blood is because blood is a primary way in which disease is transmitted. Thus, they were to eat meat well cooked because of hygiene.

Genesis 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man"s brother will I require the life of man.
Genesis 9:5 — Comments- Although man can now kill beasts for food ( Genesis 9:3-4), he cannot kill a man lest judgment fall upon the manslayer. The judgment is life for life. Genesis 9:5 tells us that God will require retribution if a beast kills a Prayer of Manasseh , or if a man kills his brother. The KJV is a little difficult to follow. Genesis 9:5 does not say that God will kill anyone who kills an animal with blood (mammals) in it, because: 

1. Noah has just shed the blood of clean beast and clean fowl with a sacrifice to God in Genesis 8:20, "And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar."

2. Also, in Genesis 9:3, God has just said that man can eat every moving thing that lives. But he cautioned in verse four, "Only flesh with its lifeblood still in it you shall not eat" (NAB). 

3. In addition, in the rest of the book of Genesis , the patriarchs continually ate animals and made animal sacrifices. 

Thus, God is really saying here that he will require a reckoning when a man is killed. He will require it if a beast kills a Prayer of Manasseh , or if another man kills his brother. Note other modern English translations:

NKJV, "Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man"s brother I will require the life of man." ( Genesis 9:5)

YLT, "And only your blood for your lives do I require; from the hand of every living thing I require it, and from the hand of Prayer of Manasseh , from the hand of every man"s brother I require the life of man." ( Genesis 9:5)

Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man"s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man. 
Genesis 9:6 — Comments- Genesis 9:6 repeats Genesis 9:5 for clarification as well as for emphasis.

Genesis 9:7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 
Genesis 9:5-7 — Comments- The Law of Retribution - In Genesis 9:5-6 we see the first law of retribution given to mankind by God. It was man's excessive violence towards one another that brought divine judgment upon mankind in the form of the flood. He will now require judgment as each man commits violence against one another, which will avoid God building up His wrath again to the point of destroying the earth. If men will punish criminal Acts , iniquity will be kept in check so that it does not overwhelm the human race as it did leading up to the flood. In this manner mankind can now fulfill God's original commandment to "be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein." ( Genesis 9:7)

Prior to this command of life for life, God had not been requiring it. For example, when Cain killed Abel, God did not require the life of Cain, but rather placed a curse upon him ( Genesis 4:11-12). Also, Lamech killed a man in Genesis 4:23, and God did not require his life. Now God is establishing law and order into a fallen race.

Genesis 4:11-12, "And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother"s blood from thy hand; When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth."

Genesis 4:23, "And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt."



Verses 8-17 

God's Covenant with Noah and His Seed and with Every Living Creature - In Genesis 9:8-17 the Lord makes a covenant with Noah. This is God's covenant to Noah and every living creature.

Genesis 9:8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,
Genesis 9:9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you; 
Genesis 9:10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. 
Genesis 9:11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.
Genesis 9:11 — Comments- Isaiah compares God's promise to remove His wrath off of Israel to His promise to Noah to never again destroy the earth by a flood ( Isaiah 54:9).

Isaiah 54:9, "For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith the LORD that hath mercy on thee."

Genesis 9:11 — Comments- In Genesis 9:12 God promises Noah that He would never again destroy mankind by a flood. But God will again judge men and destroy them. From now on He will do it through famine, pestilences, earthquakes and the sword. We see this method of judgment upon mankind in its fullness during the Tribulation Period described in the book of Revelation. Thus, God will destroy the earth one more time, but in a different manner. I believe one reason that God now chooses a different form of judgment upon mankind is because the earth has now changed it physical characteristics. God uses the new characteristics of the earth to inflict judgment.

Genesis 9:12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 
Genesis 9:13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 
Genesis 9:13 — Comments- I do not think that the rainbow could have appeared in the former earth prior to the Flood, since it seems to be a part of the characteristics of this post-flood earth.

Genesis 9:14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: 
Genesis 9:15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 
Genesis 9:15 — Comments- According to Isaiah 54:7-9 God destroyed the earth by the Flood in a "surge of anger" ( Isaiah 54:8 a in the NIV). Now His anger is past.

Isaiah 54:7-9, "For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee."

Genesis 9:16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth. 
Genesis 9:17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.
Genesis 9:17 — Comments- The token of a covenant between God and Noah was the rainbow. In contrast, the token of the covenant between God and Abraham was circumcision. The token, or guarantee, of a covenant between God and mankind came through Jesus Christ's shed blood and the indwelling Holy Spirit.



Verses 18-27 

Noah Curses Canaan - Genesis 9:18-27 gives us the story of Noah's drunkenness and the curst that he placed upon Canaan. Noah planted a vineyard and drank of the wine and was drunk. His son Ham found Noah in his nakedness and went and told his two brothers who were outside. Shem and Japheth responded by laying a garment upon their shoulders and walked in backwards so as not to see his nakedness and covered their father Noah. When Noah awoke he cursed Canaan the son of Ham. 

The Meaning of the Curse- It is a little difficult for us to understand why such a simply act invoked a curse upon his lineage. Commentators offer several suggestions. (1) Some scholars suggest that Shem went out and made fun of his father's nakedness and this was his sin, using the phrase, "Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without" to support this view (Josephus Antiquities 361, Matthew Henry, Keil-Delitzsch). 128] (2) Others go so far as to say that Shem lay with his father as an act of incest, or lay with his father's wife, using the phrase "And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him" to support this view. This phrase does say that Shem actually did something to his father; and the word "know" is used many other times in Scripture when describing a man "knowing" his wife sexually. Thus, some make the conclusion that incest was committed. (John Gill cites several ancient Jewish rabbis who held this view) 129] (3) I do not take either of these two views at this point in my studies. The Book of Jubilees does not give us any additional insight into this passage of Scriptures. Noah was a righteous man so that he could have known things by a supernatural word of knowledge.

128] Matthew Henry, Genesis, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Genesis 9:18-23; C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Pentateuch, vol 1, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, trans. James Martin, in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Genesis 9:18-25.

129] John Gill, Genesis , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Genesis 9:22.

Genesis 9:18 And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan. 
Genesis 9:19 These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.
Genesis 9:19 — Comments- The Bible leaves no doubt that every man and earthly beast died upon the earth, not just in that region of the world ( Genesis 7:20-21). The waters rose above Mount Ararat ( Genesis 8:4), whose highest peak today reaches approximately 17 ,000 feet (ISBE). 130]

130] George Frederick Wright, "Ararat," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 7:20-21, "Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:"

Genesis 8:4, "And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat."

Genesis 9:20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: 
Genesis 9:21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.
Genesis 9:21 — "he was uncovered within his tent" - Comments- Drunkenness causes a sensation of overheating resulting from the dilation of the veins at the surface of the skin. 131] Therefore, Noah probably removed his clothing because he felt hot.

131] Jeff Herten writes, "As it circulates through the body, alcohol produces a mild dilation of blood vessels, especially in the skin. This produces the flushed face of the acutely intoxicated and may contribute to the large dilated veins seen on the cheeks and nose of many drunks...The dilation of skin blood vessels caused by alcohol may result in a prompt and dramatic heat loss as the warm blood, reaching the surface, radiates heat into the surrounding environment." [Jeff Herten, An Uncommon Drunk: Revelations of a High-Functioning Alcoholic (Bloomington, Indiana: iUniverse, 2006), 10-11.]

Genesis 9:22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. 
Genesis 9:23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father"s nakedness. 
Genesis 9:24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. 
Genesis 9:24 — Comments- Noah was a righteous man and could have known things by a supernatural word of knowledge.

Genesis 9:25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.
Genesis 9:25 — Comments- Why did Noah curse Canaan, his grandson, and not Ham, who committed the sin? Justin Martyr says that God could not curse the three sons of Noah, whom He had blessed. Therefore, He cursed Ham's son. 132] Another view is that Noah did not curse his own Song of Solomon , lest he defame his own name; for a father finds honour in his son's prosperity, and dishonour in his son's failures ( Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 10:5; Proverbs 15:20; Proverbs 17:21; Proverbs 17:25; Proverbs 19:13; Proverbs 19:26; Proverbs 23:15-16; Proverbs 23:24-25; Proverbs 29:3; Proverbs 29:15, Ecclesiastes 2:19). 

132] Justin Martyr writes, "For another mystery was accomplished and predicted in the days of Noah, of which you are not aware. It is this: in the blessings wherewith Noah blessed his two sons, and in the curse pronounced on his son's son. For the Spirit of prophecy would not curse the son that had been by God blessed along with [his brothers]. But since the punishment of the sin would cleave to the whole descent of the son that mocked at his father's nakedness, he made the curse originate with his son.﻿" (Dialogue of Justin Martyr, chapter 139) See Justin Martyr, Dialogue of Justin Martyr, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 1: Translations of the writings of the Fathers down to A.D 325, eds. Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, & A. Cleveland Coxe (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1885, 1997), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 268.

Proverbs 10:1, "The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother."

Proverbs 10:5, "He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame."

Proverbs 19:26, "He that wasteth his father, and chaseth away his mother, is a son that causeth shame, and bringeth reproach."

We see examples of this in Scriptures. When Solomon sinned, the Lord was angry with Song of Solomon , but the Lord could not punish Solomon personally without bringing discredit upon the name of David, his father ( 1 Kings 11:9-12). Therefore, the Lord took the kingdom from Solomon's son. In the same sense, Noah could not punish his own Song of Solomon , without bringing discredit upon his own name; for it was Noah who raised and taught Ham.

1 Kings 11:9-12, "And the LORD was angry with Song of Solomon , because his heart was turned from the LORD God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD commanded. Wherefore the LORD said unto Song of Solomon , Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy father"s sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son."

Because of Josiah"s faith, the Lord also postponed the calamities that He would bring upon Judah during the days of Josiah, and brought them upon the nation during the reign of his son instead ( 2 Kings 22:11-20).

We can see another example of this relationship in the form of a blessing passing between a father and a son in the story of David and Goliath, when King Saul rewarded David"s valor by making his father's house free. King Saul had already become acquainted with David, who played harp in the king"s presence ( 1 Samuel 16:17-23), but in the story of David and Goliath, the king wanted to know the name of David's father ( 1 Samuel 17:55-58). The king made this enquiry because he had promised to make the house of the father of the man that killed Goliath free ( 1 Samuel 17:25). Thus, the blessing passed upon David's father when he slew Goliath.

1 Samuel 17:55-58, "And when Saul saw David go forth against the Philistine, he said unto Abner, the captain of the host, Abner, whose son is this youth? And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O king, I cannot tell. And the king said, Enquire thou whose son the stripling is. And as David returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. And Saul said to him, Whose son art thou, thou young man? And David answered, I am the son of thy servant Jesse the Bethlehemite."

1 Samuel 17:25, "And the men of Israel said, Have ye seen this man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he come up: and it shall be, that the man who killeth him, the king will enrich him with great riches, and will give him his daughter, and make his father"s house free in Israel."

This idea might also found in the voice of a woman who blessed the mother of the Lord Jesus ( Luke 11:27).

Luke 11:27, "And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked."

The book of Proverbs also makes reference to this relationship between a father and a son ( Proverbs 10:1; Proverbs 15:20; Proverbs 17:25; Proverbs 19:13).

Proverbs 10:1, "The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother."

Proverbs 15:20, "A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish man despiseth his mother."

Proverbs 17:25, "A foolish son is a grief to his father, and bitterness to her that bare him."

Proverbs 19:13, "A foolish son is the calamity of his father: and the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping."

It is interesting to find a similar passage of Scripture in Genesis 48:1-22 where Israel blessed Joseph's two sons, his grandsons, before his death, rather than directly blessing his son Joseph.

Genesis 9:26 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
Genesis 9:26 — "Blessed be the LORD God of Shem" - Comments- God's name seems to be placed upon those in the lineage of Jesus Christ. 

Genesis 9:26 — Comments - For the Hebrews , the descendants of Shem, Noah's blessing upon Shem, and prophecy of his dominion over the Canaanites comes to fulfillment during the conquest of Joshua when God gave Israel the Promised Land. At this time Israel subdued the Canannites according to the prophecy of Genesis 9:26.

Genesis 9:27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. 
Genesis 9:27 — "God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem" - Comments- John Gill refers to the ancient Jewish rabbis in the Talmud who understand Genesis 9:27 to mean that "the language of Japheth being spoken in the tents of Shem." 133] Thus, the prophecy of this verse would say that the Greek language, which was the language of Japheth's descendants, would be spoken among the Jews, who are descendants of Shem. This would means that the New Testament would one day be written in the Greek language by Jews.

133] John Gill footnotes "T. Hieros. Megillah, folio 712. T. Bab. Megillah, fol 92. Bereshit Rabba, sect 36. folio 321." John Gill, Genesis , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Genesis 9:27.



Verse 28-29 

Epilogue to the Genealogy of Noah - Genesis 9:28-29 gives us the closing epilogue of the genealogy of Noah ( Genesis 6:9 to Genesis 9:29). It simply gives us the dates of his life after the Flood and the total life span that he lived. When the Scriptures tell us that a patriarch dies in a ripe old age in peace, it implies that he fulfilled the destiny that God had given him. I believe that we can see this in epilogues to the genealogies of the lives of Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in the life of Joseph. 

Genesis 9:28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.
Genesis 9:29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died. 
10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1 

Introduction - Genesis 10:1 introduces the three patriarchs in the Table of Nations, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Genesis 10:1 Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood.
Genesis 10:1 — Comments- Introduction to the Table of Nations - Genesis 10:1 serves as an introduction to the Table of Nations listed in Genesis 10:2-32, listing the three sons of Noah as Shem, Ham, and Japheth. In this passage of Scripture we the genealogies of the sons of Japheth ( Genesis 10:2-5), the sons of Ham ( Genesis 10:6-20) and the sons of Shem ( Genesis 10:21-31). The order of birth of Noah's three sons were Japheth (the elder) ( Genesis 10:21), and perhaps Ham as second and Shem third. The Talmud reflects an ancient Jewish tradition that Shem was the youngest son and Japheth the oldest. It says that Shem is listed first in this verse because of his wisdom. 136]

136] The Talmud reads, "And that the Scripture used to enumerate according to Wisdom of Solomon , and not age, may be seen from [ibid. vi 10]: ‘And Noah begat three sons--Shem, Ham, and Japheth.' And from the latter passage it is inferred that Shem was the youngest, and nevertheless he is named first, because of his wisdom. Said R. Kahana: I told this to R. Zebith of Nahardea, and he answered: Ye learned this from the cited passage. We, however, infer this from [ibid. x 21]: ‘But unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Elier the brother of Japheth the elder.' Hence we see that Japheth was the oldest of all the brothers." (Sanhedrin book 8, folio 69b) See Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 15-16 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 204. 

Genesis 10:21, "Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, even to him were children born."

On every occasion in the Scriptures when the three sons of Noah are listed together, they are always listed in the same order ( Genesis 5:32; Genesis 6:10; Genesis 7:13; Genesis 9:18, 1 Chronicles 1:4).

Genesis 5:32, "And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth."

Genesis 6:10, "And Noah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth."

Genesis 7:13, "In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah"s wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;"

Genesis 9:18, "And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaan."

1 Chronicles 1:4, "Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth."

Genesis 10:1 — Word Study on "Shem" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew name "Shem" ( שֵׁם) (H 8035) means, "name," and that it is derived from the same Hebrew primitive root ( שֵׁם) (H 8034), which means, "name, reputation, fame, glory, memorial, monument." 

Genesis 10:1 — Word Study on "Ham" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew name "Ham" ( חָם) (H 2526) means, "hot," and that it is derived from the same Hebrew primitive root ( חָם) (H 2525), which means, "hot, warm."

Genesis 10:1 — Word Study on "Japheth" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew name "Japheth" ( יֶפֶת) (H 3315) means, "expansion," and is derived from the primitive root ( פָּתָה) (H 6601), which means, "to be spacious, be open, be wide." 



Verses 1-9 

The Genealogy of the Sons of Noah- The fourth genealogy in the book of Genesis is entitled "The Genealogy of the Sons of Noah" ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9), which tells us how the sons of Noah fulfilled the divine commission to be fruitful and multiply. The previous genealogy of Noah tells us that the calling and destiny of Noah was to multiply and to replenish the earth ( Genesis 9:1). This genealogy shows the fulfillment of this commission in his sons. This passage of Scripture contains the Table of Nations, which show us that God divided mankind up into seventy nations in order to fulfill this commission. This table lists the genealogies of the sons of Noah, but only one of them would carry the seed of righteousness, which was Shem. All of their genealogies are listed briefly in this table because Noah had favor with God, so that God's blessings would come upon his children; however, only Shem fulfilled his divine destiny that was a part of God's eternal plan of redemption in that the seed of righteousness descended from him through Abraham. The other sons of Noah failed to fulfill their destinies, bearing wicked seed that continued the seed of corruption upon the earth. After reading in the Table of Nations concerning the seventy nations that were divided by their families and their tongues ( Genesis 10:1-32), we read the story of Babel of how the tongues of man were divided, which caused in the division of the nations ( Genesis 11:1-9). The Genealogy of the Sons of Noah closes by saying that God spread the seventy nations upon the earth ( Genesis 11:9), which would be to fulfill the divine commission for mankind to be fruitful and multiply.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Table of Nations — Genesis 10:1-32
2. The Tower of Babel — Genesis 11:1-9
The Origin of the Nations - Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9 describes the origins of the nations as we know them today. After Genesis 1:1 to Genesis 9:29 takes us through the series of events that shaped characteristics of the heavens and the earth as we know them today, which are listed as "seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease" ( Genesis 8:22), we are given a passage of Scripture that explains the origin of the seventy nations speaking distinct tongues that make up prophetic history until the new heavens and earth are created in eternity ( Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9). This passage will serve as a foundation for the next section in the book of Genesis , which explains the origin of the nation of Israel that God calls out to create a righteous people to repopulate the earth ( Genesis 11:10 to Genesis 50:26).

The Importance of Possessing Land- Genesis 10:1 to Genesis 11:9 identifies the names of seventy nations of the earth which were divided at the Tower of Babel. The Scriptures will refer to them from now until the book of Revelation as "the Gentiles" in contrast to the nation of Israel, which has yet to be established from the loins of Abraham whose ancestor is Heber. It is important to note that from God's perspective the nation of Israel will then take center stage throughout the history of mankind, except for the two thousand period of Church history. This is why Paul was able to identify three distinct people groups that exist on earth from a divine perspective, which is Israel, the Church and the Gentiles ( 1 Corinthians 10:32).

1 Corinthians 10:32, "Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:"

The Importance of Land Ownership- If we look at the existing boundaries of these 70 nations, we immediately begin to understand their economic importance. Each of these nations departed from the Tower of Babel with an equal opportunity for prosperity. We know that some countries inherited more productive land than others. A country's wealth is determined by its ability to subdue its land and exploit its resources. A drive into Brownsville, Texas is a clear illustration of this point. Part of this town is in the U.S.A. and part of it is in Mexico. As you pass from Texas through customs and into Mexico, you go from prosperity to poverty. The boundary fence running through this border city determines whether people are wealthy or poor, based upon the divine blessings upon their nation.

The Lord was so accurate regarding the importance of His people owning real estate that He had Joshua divide the Promised Land by lot to the twelve tribes. These tribes divided their lots up by clans, families and individuals. Without land ownership a person would have no hope for prosperity. This is why God gave the tribes certain rules on how to provide for the Levites since they had no land inheritance, but were scattered throughout the other tribes. When a person fell into poverty, he sold his land and served as a slave to others with no hope of obtaining prosperity. Song of Solomon , under the Mosaic Law, land ownership was carefully regulated because it held the keys to one's potential for prosperity.

I have lived in East Africa for a number of years now. As I observe wise investors in a country where corruption is widespread and inflation is high, it appears that the only sure place for someone to invest their money is in land. Having come from the U.S.A. with a strong economy, I felt that there were many secure investment opportunities; but in developing countries, land becomes the only secure investment. This helps illustrate the importance of these nations having their own secure boundaries, because this was a major factor in determining their future prosperity.

We read a statement in Ecclesiastes 5:9 "Moreover the profit of the earth is for all: the king himself is served by the field." This tells us that through the principles of economics, taxes eventually make their way into the hands of the king. From the laborer all of the way up to the king, every person in a society experiences the blessings from the field. Note that everything that you see around you, buildings, cars, furniture, even our physical bodies, comes from the ground. These minerals are the building blocks of materials and even life. So land is important and the boundaries of nations and the ownership and control of real estate plays a leading role in the conflicts and wars that are fought throughout the Scriptures between these seventy nations.



Verses 1-32 

The Table of Nations- The Seventy Nations that Came Forth from the Three Sons of Noah - Genesis 10:1-32 tells us the names of the nations that descended from the three sons of Noah. We are told in the ancient Jewish writing of The Book of Jubilees that there were seventy nations and seventy languages divided upon the earth prior to the time of Abraham.

"And all the souls of Jacob which went into Egypt were seventy souls. These are his children and his children"s children, in all seventy, but five died in Egypt before Joseph, and had no children. And in the land of Canaan two sons of Judah died, Er and Onan, and they had no children, and the children of Israel buried those who perished, and they were reckoned among the seventy Gentile nations." (The Book of Jubilees 4432-34)

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Introduction — Genesis 10:1
2. The Sons of Japheth (Fourteen Nations) — Genesis 10:2-5
3. The Sons of Ham (Thirty Nations) — Genesis 10:6-20
4. The Sons of Shem (Twenty-Six Nations) — Genesis 10:21-31
The Original Language of Adam and Eve- As we read the list of names in Genesis 10:1-32 we realize that this passage is telling us that the nations on earth were divided by their languages and by their families ( Genesis 10:5). We find that there are indeed seventy names listed here besides the names of Noah and his three sons. These seventy descendants listed in Genesis 10:1-32 represent the seventy nations of the earth that were established after the Tower of Babel with Abraham's descendants being reckoned among the nations at a later date. We have a hint of the nation of Israel within this passage when it refers to Eber before his name comes up in the genealogy, "Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber." ( Genesis 10:21); for the Hebrew people derived their name from this ancestor. The final verse of this passage says, "and from these (names) the nations were divided on the earth after the flood" ( Genesis 10:32), which tells us that the nations of the earth were in fact divided according to the names listed in this passage. 

What would have happened to the original language that God gave to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, which would have been spoken up until the time of the Tower of Babel? The Book of Jubilees tells us that God gave this language back to mankind when He had called and separated Abraham. Thus, tradition says that Abraham spoke the original language of creation, which was Hebrew and handed it down to the children of Israel. 

"And I opened his (Abraham's) mouth, and his ears and his lips, and I began to speak with him in Hebrew in the tongue of the creation. And he took the books of his fathers, and these were written in Hebrew, and he transcribed them, and he began from henceforth to study them, and I made known to him that which he could not (understand), and he studied them during the six rainy months." (The Book of Jubilees 1226-27)

The Significance of the Number of Nations- It is interesting to note that just as God called seventy nations at the tower of Babel to serve as the foundation for the nations of the earth, so did God call seventy souls to found the nation of Israel ( Exodus 1:1-7). We know that Moses called seventy elders to establish the laws of the nation of Israel ( Exodus 24:1, Numbers 11:24-25). Jesus trained seventy disciples to carry the Gospel to the world ( Luke 10:1; Luke 10:17). Thus, the number seventy is found when God establishes a new government institution upon the earth: when He established the nations, called out the nation of Israel, instituted the Law of Moses, and established the New Testament Church. The number seven or multiples of seven are popularly believed to express "the idea of completeness or perfection." 134] Jim Goll says the number ten represents "law" or "government." 135] Thus, the combination of the numbers seven and ten serves as a testimony that God divinely orchestrated a complete number of seventy nations upon earth to establish law and order. 

134] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Number(s): Rhetorical Use of Numbers."

135] Jim Goll says, "Multiples of these Numbers , or doubling or tripling carry basically the same meaning, only they intensify the truth." See Jim W. Goll, The Seer: The Prophetic Power of Visions, Dreams, and Open Heavens (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, Inc, 2004), 111.

The Times of the Gentiles in Prophetic Prophecy - Although there were many nations that divided themselves upon the earth after the Tower of Babel, from God's perspective, it was the nation of Israel that took front and center stage in the history of mankind from its inception through the loins of Abraham up until Israel's deportation into Babylon in 586 B.C. At this time in history, prophetic prophecy enters a time, or dispensation, which Jesus Christ ( Luke 21:24) and Paul the apostle ( Romans 11:25) call "The Times of the Gentiles." 

Luke 21:24, "And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled."

Romans 11:25, "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in."

The Times of the Gentiles is a period in history when Gentile nations began to control the affairs of mankind and even fulfilled biblical prophecy. We have a clear description of this time of Gentile dominion upon the earth in Daniel 2:1-49 when God gave King Nebuchadnezzar a dream and showed him the four kingdoms that would dominate the earth during the time of the Gentiles. However, a fifth kingdom would be made without the hands of Prayer of Manasseh , referring to the Kingdom of God, and this Kingdom would grow and crush the kingdoms of man to dust. I believe that the Time of the Gentiles will end at Jesus' Second Coming when He will set up His earthly kingdom in the holy city of Jerusalem where He will rule and reign while the nation of Israel will serve as place where all nations come to bring their offerings unto the Lord in order to be blessed.

It is also important to note that some of the nations listed in Genesis 1:1-31 will be named as nations who play a key role in these end times. For example, Ezekiel 38:1 to Ezekiel 39:28 refers to at least eight of these nations by name when it tells us of one of three end-time prophetic events that will usher Israel back into the forefront of world history. This passage of Scripture is about Israel's great and final battle with Magog, Meshech and Tubal, Libya (Phut), Ethiopia (Cush) and the nations under Persian control, with Sheba, Dedan, and Tarshish also being mentioned. Thus, end-time prophecy reflects back to this Table of Nations and draws from these names, rather than using the names of nations who developed out of the original seventy nations, such as the modern nations of the U.S.A, Great Britain, Russia, Germany, etc. I believe that just because some modern nations are not mentioned by name in these end-time prophecies, it does not mean that they are excluded from partaking in such prophecies; for these predictions only draw upon the Table of Nations, and not upon modern names.



Verses 2-5 

The Sons of Japheth (Fourteen Nations) - Genesis 10:2-4 tells us the names of the fourteen nations that descended from the loins of Japheth the son of Noah. 

Josephus says:

"Japhet, the son of Noah, had seven sons: they inhabited Song of Solomon , that, beginning at the mountain Taurus and Amanus, they proceeded along Asia, as far as the river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadiz; and setting themselves on the lands which they light upon, which none had inhabited before, they called the nations by their own names:" (Josephus, Antiquities 161)

According to The Book of Jubilees, the sons of Japheth migrated to the north after the flood.

"And in the sixth year 1567 A.M.] thereof, she bare him Song of Solomon , and he called his name Peleg; for in the days when he was born the children of Noah began to divide the earth amongst themselves: for this reason he called his name Peleg. And they divided (it) secretly amongst themselves, and told it to Noah. And it came to pass in the beginning of the thirty-third jubilee 1569 A.M.] that they divided the earth into three parts, for Shem and Ham and Japheth, according to the inheritance of each, in the first year in the first week, when one of us who had been sent, was with them. And he called his sons, and they drew nigh to him, they and their children, and he divided the earth into the lots, which his three sons were to take in possession, and they reached forth their hands, and took the writing out of the bosom of Noah, their father. And there came forth on the writing as Shem"s lot the middle of the earth which he should take as an inheritance for himself and for his sons for the generations of eternity, from the middle of the mountain range of Rafa, from the mouth of the water from the river Tina, and his portion goes towards the west through the midst of this river, and it extends till it reaches the water of the abysses, out of which this river goes forth and pours its waters into the sea Me"at, and this river flows into the great sea. And all that is towards the north is Japheth"s, and all that is towards the south belongs to Shem." (The Book of Jubilees 88-13)

Note a more detailed description in The Book of Jubilees of the land of Japheth that lay to the north of the Middle East.

"And for Japheth came forth the third portion beyond the river Tina to the north of the outflow of its waters, and it extends north-easterly to the whole region of Gog, and to all the country east thereof. And it extends northerly to the north, and it extends to the mountains of Qelt towards the north, and towards the sea of Ma"uk, and it goes forth to the east of Gadir as far as the region of the waters of the sea. And it extends until it approaches the west of Fara and it returns towards "Aferag, and it extends easterly to the waters of the sea of Me"at. And it extends to the region of the river Tina in a north-easterly direction until it approaches the boundary of its waters towards the mountain Rafa, and it turns round towards the north. This is the land which came forth for Japheth and his sons as the portion of his inheritance which he should possess for himself and his sons, for their generations for ever; five great islands, and a great land in the north. But it is cold, and the land of Ham is hot, and the land of Shem is neither hot nor cold, but it is of blended cold and heat." (The Book of Jubilees 825-30)

In a further detailed description in The Book of Jubilees of the land to the north, we read that Noah ended by placing a curse upon any of his sons that attempts to seize the inheritance of another. This curse that Noah pronounced was that God would destroy them with the sword and with fire, which is exactly the way Ezekiel describes that manner in which God destroys Gog and his allies in Ezekiel 38:18-22 when they come against the nation of Israel.

"And Japheth also divided the land of his inheritance amongst his sons. And the first portion came forth for Gomer to the east from the north side to the river Tina; and in the north there came forth for Magog all the inner portions of the north until it reaches to the sea of Me"at. And for Madai came forth as his portion that he should posses from the west of his two brothers to the islands, and to the coasts of the islands. And for Javan came forth the fourth portion every island and the islands which are towards the border of Lud. And for Tubal there came forth the fifth portion in the midst of the tongue which approaches towards the border of the portion of Lud to the second tongue, to the region beyond the second tongue unto the third tongue. And for Meshech came forth the sixth portion, all the region beyond the third tongue till it approaches the east of Gadir. And for Tiras there came forth the seventh portion, four great islands in the midst of the sea, which reach to the portion of Ham [and the islands of Kamaturi came out by lot for the sons of Arpachshad as his inheritance]. And thus the sons of Noah divided unto their sons in the presence of Noah their father, and he bound them all by an oath, imprecating a curse on every one that sought to seize the portion which had not fallen (to him) by his lot. And they all said, ‘So be it; so be it.' for themselves and their sons for ever throughout their generations till the day of judgment, on which the Lord God shall judge them with a sword and with fire for all the unclean wickedness of their errors, wherewith they have filled the earth with transgression and uncleanness and fornication and sin." (The Book of Jubilee 97-15)

According to Ezekiel 38:2-3, at this time in prophetic history a prince by the name of Gog who lives in the land of Magog will rule over his brothers Meshech and Tubal.

Regarding the other three sons of Japheth who are not listed in this coalition of armies that rises up in the last days, the ISBE suggests their identity. Javan is considered to be identical with the name "Ion," who was the father of the Ionians. These were the ancestors of the region of Greece. 137] Tiras refers to Tarshish, the Thracians (Thrakes) or the Tursenioi, a race of Pelasgian pirates, "who left many traces of their ancient power in the islands and coasts of the Aegean, and who were doubtless identical with the Etruscans of Italy." 138] Madai refers to the Medes. 139] These three areas are considered to be land to the north of the Middle East and was part of the inheritance of the sons of Japheth. Gomer, the seventh son of Japheth, is referred to in Genesis 38:6. His descendants are believed to be a barbaric horde of Aryans who in the seventh century B.C. left "Southern Russia and poured through the Caucasus into Western Asia." 140]

137] David Francis Roberts, "Javan," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

138] Horace J. Wolf, "Tiras," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

139] W. St. Clair Tisdall, "Madai," and "Medes," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

140] George Ricker Berry, "Gomer," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:2 The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.
Genesis 10:2 — Word Study on "Gomer" (1st nation) - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Gomer" ( גֹּמֶר) (H 1586) means, "to complete, finish, to leave off, to fail." Strong says it means, "complete." The Enhanced Strong says the name "Gomer" occurs six times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Gomer 6." Outside of its place in two genealogies in Genesis 10:2-3 and 1 Chronicles 1:5-6, this name only occurs in one reference to biblical prophecy ( Ezekiel 38:6).

Ezekiel 38:6, "Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee."

Comments- Josephus tells us, "Gomer founded those whom the Greeks now call Galatians [Gauls], but were then called Gomerites." (Antiquities 161) Gesenius says that Togarmah (the Armenians) descended from Gomer. He says that Gomer is "understood to be the Cimerii ( κιμμέριοι ) inhabiting the Tauric Ehersonese and the region near the Don and Danube," who invaded Asia Minor during the sixth century B.C. BDB says Gomer was "the progenitor of the early Cimmerians and other branches of the Celtic family." The ISBE says that Gomer is believed to be a reference to "a barbaric horde of Aryans who in the seventh century B.C. left Southern Russia and poured through the Caucasus into Western Asia." 141] PTW says that they may have been "the Cimmerians of classical history."

141] George Ricker Berry, "Gomer," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:2 — Word Study on Magog" (2nd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Magog" ( מָגֹוג) (H 4031) means, "the land of Gog." PTW says that it literally means, "covering, roof," and "region of God." The name Magog occurs only four times in the Old Testament and one time in the New Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Magog." This name is referred to in the genealogies of Genesis 10:1 and 1 Chronicles 1:5. It also occurs in the end-time prophecies of Ezekiel ( Genesis 38:2-3; Genesis 39:6) and the book of Revelation ( Genesis 20:8). 

1 Chronicles 1:5, "The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras."

Ezekiel 38:2-3, "Son of Prayer of Manasseh , set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:"

Ezekiel 39:6, "And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles: and they shall know that I am the LORD."

Revelation 20:8, "And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea."

Comments- Josephus (Antiquities 161) and Gesenius believe these are the Scythians. The ISBE notes that some associate Magog with Lydia because of the "resemblance between the names Gog and Gyges (Gugu), king of Lydia." 142] BDB says it refers to "the mountainous region between Cappadocia and Media."

142] John A. Lees, "Magog," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:2 — Word Study on "Madai" (3rd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Madai" ( מָדַי) (H 4074) means, "middle land." Many believe Madai refers to the Medes, since the word Madia occurs 16 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Medes 8, Media 6, Madai 2." 

Comments- Josephus says, "Now as to Javan and Madai, the sons of Japhet; from Madai came the Madeans, who are called Medes by the Greeks; but from Javan, Ionia and all the Grecians are derived." (Antiquities 161) PTW suggests that Madai refers to the inhabitants of Media. BDB says Media was "located northwest of Persia proper, south and southwest of the Caspian Sea, east of Armenia and Assyria, and west and northwest of the great salt desert of Iram."

Genesis 10:2 — Word Study on "Javan" (4th nation) - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Javan" ( יָוָן) (H 3120) comes from an unused root word that means, "boiling up, bubbling up, being in a ferment." The Enhanced Strong says this name occurs 11times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Javan 7, Grecia 3, Greece 1." 

Comments- Gesenius believes Javan was a region east of Greece, and later became associated with "the rest of Greece." Javan is generally considered to be identical with the name "Ion," who was the father of the Ionians, who were the ancestors of the region of Greece. PTW suggests that Javan is "Ionia, and may denote the Greeks."

Genesis 10:2 — Word Study on "Tubal" (5th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Tubal" ( תֻּבַל) (H 8422) means, "thou shall be brought." The Enhanced Strong says this name is found 8 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Tubal 8." Beside the two references in the genealogies of Genesis 10,1Chronicles 1, this name only occurs in end-time prophecy. Note that the name "Tubal" is always used in juxtaposition with his brothers in Scripture ( Genesis 10:2, 1 Chronicles 1:5, Isaiah 66:19, Ezekiel 27:13; Ezekiel 32:26; Ezekiel 38:2-3; Ezekiel 39:1).

1 Chronicles 1:5, "The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras."

Isaiah 66:19, "And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles."

Ezekiel 27:13, "Javan, Tubal, and Meshech, they were thy merchants: they traded the persons of men and vessels of brass in thy market."

Ezekiel 32:26, "There is Meshech, Tubal, and all her multitude: her graves are round about him: all of them uncircumcised, slain by the sword, though they caused their terror in the land of the living."

Ezekiel 38:2-3, "Son of Prayer of Manasseh , set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him, And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:"

Ezekiel 39:1, "Therefore, thou son of Prayer of Manasseh , prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord GOD Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:"

Comments- Josephus says, "Thobel (Tubal) founded the Thobelites, who are now called Iberes."(Antiquities 161) PTW says that these are "a people of eastern Asia Minor…called ‘Tabal' in ancient Assyrian inscriptions." BDB says it refers to "a region in east Asia Minor…perhaps nearly equal to Cappadocia."

Genesis 10:2 — Word Study on "Meshech" (6th nation) - Strong says the Hebrew name "Meschech" ( מֶשֶׁךְ) (H 4902) means, "a sowing, a possession." BDB says the name means, "drawing out." PTW says that it means, "long, tall." The Enhanced Strong says this word is found 9 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Meshech 8, Mesech 1."

Comments- Some scholars believe that these people were located in the area of Armenia based upon a reference to Meschech by Herodotus, "The Moschi [ ΄όσχοισι ], Tibareni, Macrones, Mossynoeci, and Mares, the nineteenth province, were ordered to pay three hundred." (History of Herodotus 394) 143] Josephus says, "and the Mosocheni were founded by Mosoch; now they are Cappadocians. There is also a mark of their ancient denomination still to be shown; for there is even now among them a city called Mazaca, which may inform those that are able to understand, that so was the entire nation once called." (Antiquities 161) Note these comments from the ISBE regarding "Meshech."

143] Herodotus II, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1928), 123.

"It is thought that the ‘Tibareni and Moschi' of the classical writers refer to the same people. Doubtless they appear in the annals of Assyria as enemies of that country under the names Tabali and Mushki--the latter the descendants of Meshech and the former those of Tubal to whom the term ‘Tibareni' may refer in the clause above. This juxtaposition of names is in harmony with practically every appearance of the word in Scripture." 144]

144] Henry Wallace, "Meschech," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

PTW suggests that they were the Musku, "a people who inhabited the land in the mountains north of Assyria." 

Genesis 10:2 — Word Study on "Tiras" (7th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Tiras" ( תִּירָס) (H 8494) means, "desire." This name only occurs two times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Tiras 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:5, "The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras."

Comments- The ISBE says that the name Tiras refers to Tarshish, the Thracians (Thrakes) or "the Tursenioi, a race of Pelasgian pirates, who left many traces of their ancient power in the islands and coasts of the Aegean, and who were doubtless identical with the Etruscans of Italy." 145] PTW says that they were "possibly the inhabitants of Thrace," or perhaps "the Tyrsenoi, a people who inhabited the islands and coastlands of the Aegean." Josephus says, "Thiras also called those whom he ruled over, Thirasians; but the Greeks changed the name into Thracians." (Antiquities 161) 

145] Horace J. Wolf, "Tiras," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:3 And the sons of Gomer; Ashkenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah. 
Genesis 10:3 — Word Study on "Ashkenaz" (8th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Ashkenaz" ( אַשְׁכְּנַז) (H 813) means, "a man as sprinkled: fire as scattered." This name is found three times in the Old Testament.

1 Chronicles 1:6, "And the sons of Gomer; Ashchenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah."

Jeremiah 51:27, "Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations against her, call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and Ashchenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the rough caterpillers."

Comments- Josephus says, "Of the three sons of Gomer, Aschanax founded the Aschanaxians, who are now called by the Greeks Rheginians." (Antiquities 161) BDB says this is "a northern people, perhaps of Bithynia." PTW suggests that this was a people "who dwelt near Ararat and Minni in eastern Armenia." 

Genesis 10:3 — Word Study on "Riphath" (9th nation) - BDB and PTW say the Hebrew name "Riphath" ( רִיפַת) (H 7384) means, "spoken." This name is found only two times in the Scriptures ( Genesis 10:3, 1 Chronicles 1:6). In the book of Chronicles it is found in the form "Diphath" ( דִּיפַת). This is considered an orthographical error, where a scribe accidentally wrote the Hebrew letter daleth ( ד) instead of resh ( ר). The error obviously occurred because the two letters are very similar in shape and in pronunciation.

1 Chronicles 1:6, "And the sons of Gomer; Ashchenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah."

Comments- Josephus says, "So did Riphath found the Ripheans, now called Paphlagonians." (Antiquities 161) PTW suggests that these were "the Paphlagonians on the Black Sea."

Genesis 10:3 — Word Study on "Togarmah" (10th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Togarmah" ( תֹּגַרְמָה) (H 8425) means, "thou wilt break her." Togarmah was the son of Gomer and grandson of Japhath. There are only four references to this name in the Old Testament, the other three being:

1 Chronicles 1:6, "And the sons of Gomer; Ashchenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah."

Ezekiel 27:14, "They of the house of Togarmah traded in thy fairs with horses and horsemen and mules."

Ezekiel 38:6, "Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many people with thee."

Comments- Josephus says, "and Thrugramma the Thrugrammeans, who, as the Greeks resolved, were named Phrygians." (Antiquities 161) PTW says they are "a people of the north who inhabited the mountains northwest of Mesopotamia, between Anti-Taurus and the Euphrates, or perhaps the area on the upper Euphrates between Samosata and Melita." BDB suggests that these descendants dwelt in the area of Armenia. We can see the letters "armah" within the name. 

Genesis 10:4 And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. 
Genesis 10:4 — Word Study on "Elishah" (11th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Elishah" ( אֱלִישָׁה) (H 473) means, "God of the coming (one)," and was the "ancestor of the Aeolians." PTW says that it means, "God is Saviour." This name is found three times in the Old Testament.

1 Chronicles 1:7, "And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim."

Ezekiel 27:7, "Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that which thou spreadest forth to be thy sail; blue and purple from the isles of Elishah was that which covered thee."

Comments- Josephus says, "Elisa gave name to the Eliseans, who were his subjects; they are now the Aeolians." (Antiquities 161) PTW says it may refer to "the people of Cyprus or the inhabitants of Alasiya, the country near Cilicia."

Genesis 10:4 — Word Study on "Tarshish" (12th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Tarshish" ( תַּרְשִׁישׁ) (H 8659) means, "yellow jasper." This word is used 28 times in the Old Testament as "Tarshish 24, Tharshish 4."

Comments- Josephus says, "Tharsus to the Tharsians; for so was Cilicia of old called; the sign of which is this, that the noblest city they have, and a metropolis also, is Tarsus, the tau being by change put for the theta." (Antiquities 161) PTW suggests they are "a people who inhabited a region in Spain," which may be the modern city of Tartessus near Gibraltar.

Genesis 10:4 — Word Study on "Kittim" (13th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Kittim" ( כִּתִּיִּים) (H 3794) means, "bruisers." PTW says that it means, "knotty." The Enhanced Strong says this name is found 8 times in the Old Testament as "Chittim 6, Kittim 2."

Numbers 24:24, "And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish for ever."

1 Chronicles 1:7, "And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim."

Isaiah 23:1, "The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in: from the land of Chittim it is revealed to them."

Isaiah 23:12, "And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou have no rest."

Jeremiah 2:10, "For pass over the isles of Chittim, and see; and send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be such a thing."

Ezekiel 27:6, "Of the oaks of Bashan have they made thine oars; the company of the Ashurites have made thy benches of ivory, brought out of the isles of Chittim."

Daniel 11:30, "For the ships of Chittim shall come against him: therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he shall even return, and have intelligence with them that forsake the holy covenant."

Comments- Josephus says, "Cethimus possessed the island Cethima; it is now called Cyprus: and from that it is that all islands, and the greatest part of the seacoasts, are named Cethim (Kittim) by the Hebrews; and one city there is in Cyprus that has been able to preserve its denomination; it is called Citius by those who use the language of the Greeks, and has not, by the use of that dialect, escaped the name of Cethim." (Antiquities 161) PTW says it refers to "the inhabitants of Cyprus and the islands nearby."

Genesis 10:4 — Word Study on "Dodanim" (14th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Dodanim" ( דֹּדָנִים) (H 1721) means "leaders." The Hebrew text reads "Dodaniym" ( דֹּדָנִים) in Genesis 10:4, but in its parallel passage in 1 Chronicles 1:7 the Hebrew text reads "Rodaniym" ( רֹודָנִים), although the KJV spells it as "Dodaniym" ( דֹּדָנִים). This is considered an orthographical error, where a scribe accidentally wrote the Hebrew letter daleth ( ד) instead of resh ( ר). The error obviously occurred because the two letters are very similar in shape and in pronunciation. 146]

146] I have spent over a decade living and working in Uganda, East Africa, where Luganda is the national language. The leading university in the capital of Kampala is spelled "Makerere," but the local people pronounce it "Makelele." They have difficulty pronouncing the letter "r" simply because they articulate their words at the front of their mouths, while "r" is a guttural sound articulated deeper in the throat. Such distinctions in dialects and localized pronouncations could have let to the variant readings of "Dodanim" and "Rodanim" among the ancient Jews. For example, the book of Judges records the battle between the Gileadites and Ephriamites, in which one tribe distinguished between the other by asking their adversaries to pronounce "Shibboleth." ( Judges 12:6, "Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: and he said Sibboleth: for he could not frame to pronounce it right.") Judges 12:6 shows that the Hebrew silibant "shin" ( שׁ) was also pronounced "sin" ( שׂ) by the Ephraimites. The Scriptures also record that the apostle Peter spoke with a distinct dialect, "And he denied it again. And a little after, they that stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto." ( Mark 14:70) Thus, the variant readings of "Dodanim" and "Rodanim" may simply be variations in pronunciations from different periods of Jewish history.

1 Chronicles 1:7, "And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim."

Comments- Because of the tremendous reverence that the Jews gave the Hebrew Scriptures, they feared to correct the text even when it was an obvious scribal error. Therefore, any corrections of recognized errors were made in the margin or footnote of the text, while the misspelled words were retained within in the text. 1 Chronicles 1:7 gives us a classic example of this practice.

Because the LXX, the Samaritan Pentateuch, 147] 1 Chronicles 1:7, and some of the manuscripts of the Massoretic Text read "Rodanim," most scholars believe that the correct form should read "Rodanim." As a result, some modern translations take the liberty to correct the reading, such as the NIV, "The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim and the Rodanim…" ( Genesis 10:4) However, the majority of manuscripts of the Masoretic Text read "Dodanim," so that the BHS retains this distinction. Regardless of the interpretation, it is generally agreed that this name refers to the Rhodians, which denotes the inhabitants of the island of Rhodes. Smith says, "Dodanim is regarded as identical with the Dardani, who were found in historical times in Illyricum and Troy."

147] Samaritan Pentateuch, Der Hebrische Pentateuch der Samaritaner, ed. A. F. von Gall. Giessen: Verlag von Alfred Topelmann, 1918.

Genesis 10:5 By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations. 
Genesis 10:5 — Word Study on "the isles" - BDB says the Hebrew word "isles" ( אִי) (H 339) means, "coast, island, shore, region." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 36 times in the Old Testament, and translated in the KJV as, "isle(s) 30, islands 5, country 1." Modern translations are divided as to how to translate this word. Depending upon the interpretation of the context of the passage, it has been translated both "island" and "boundaries."

Comments - The Hebrew word ( אִי) (H 339) is translated as either "islands, coastlands," or "boundaries" in modern English versions. 

(1) "Islands" - Some translations interpret this to mean that these were people that lived near the sea or migrated to the islands of the sea. The NIV reads, "the maritime peoples spread out into their territories" as if to say that it was the sons of Japheth that took to the seacoasts and populated the islands.

BBE, "From these came the nations of the sea-lands..."

Rotherham, "From these, were dispersed the inhabitants of the coastlands of the nations..."

RSV, "From these the coastland peoples spread…"

(2) "Boundaries" - Other translations interpret this word to means cultural boundaries of nations. The NASB reads, "the coastlands of the nations were separated into their lands…"

ASV, "Of these were the isles of the nations divided in their lands…"

LITV, "The coasts of the nations were divided by these in their lands each by his tongue".

The translation "boundaries" means that Genesis 10:5 refers to the entire list of seventy (70) Gentile nations that descended from the sons of Noah as listed in Genesis 10:1-32.

Genesis 10:5 — Word Study on "of the Gentiles" - Strong tells us that the Hebrew word "Gentiles ( גֹּוי) ( גֹּויִם) (H 1471) means, "a foreign nation; hence, a Gentile." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 558 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "nation 374, heathen 143, Gentiles 30, people 11."



Verses 6-20 

The Sons of Ham (Thirty Nations) - Genesis 10:6-20 tells us the names of the thirty nations that descended from the loins of Ham, the son of Noah. 

Josephus says, "The children of Ham possessed the land from Syria and Amanus, and the mountains of Libanus, seizing upon all that was on its seacoasts and as far as the ocean, and keeping it as their own. Some indeed of its names are utterly vanished away; others of them being changed, and another sound given them, are hardly to be discovered; yet a few there are which have kept their denominations entire." (Antiquities 162)

Genesis 10:6 And the sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. 
Genesis 10:6 — Word Study on "Cush" (15th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Cush," or "Ethiopian," ( כּוּשׁ) (H 3568) means, "black." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 30 times in the Old Testament, and in the KJV as "Ethiopia 19, Cush 8, Ethiopians 3." 

Comments- Josephus say, "for of the four sons of Ham, time has not at all hurt the name of Chus; for the Ethiopians, over whom he reigned, are even at this day, both by themselves and by all men in Asia, called Chusites." (Antiquities 162) Strong says that Cush, or Ethiopia, refers to "the son of Ham and grandson of Noah and the progenitor of the southernmost peoples located in Africa," and that "the land that the descendants of Cush initially occupied was located around the southern parts of the Nile (Ethiopia)."

Genesis 10:6 — Word Study on "Mizraim" (16th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Mizraim" ( מִצְרַיִם) (H 4714) means, "double straits." Strong says it is the dual of ( מָצֹור) (4693), which means, "besieged places, defence, fortified." Strong says "Mizraim" serves as the name for Upper and Lower Egypt. The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 681times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Egypt 586, Egyptian 90, Mizraim 4, Egyptians + 011211."

Comments- Josephus says, "The memory also of the Mesraites is preserved in their name; for all we who inhabit this country [of Judea] call Egypt Mestre, and the Egyptians Mestreans." He goes on to say, "Now all the children of Mesraim, being eight in number, possessed the country from Gaza to Egypt, though it retained the name of one only, the Philistim; for the Greeks call part of that country Palestine." (Antiquities 162) BDB says this land is "a country at the northeastern section of Africa, adjacent to Palestine, and through which the Nile flows."

Genesis 10:6 — Word Study on "Phut" (17th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Phut" ( פּוּט) (H 6316) means, "a bow." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 7 times in the Old Testament, bring translated in the KJV as "Put 2, Phut 2, Libyan 2, Libya 1."

Comments- Josephus says, "Phut also was the founder of Libya, and called the inhabitants Phutites, from himself: (133) there is also a river in the country of the Moors which bears that name; whence it is that we may see the greatest part of the Grecian historiographers mention that river and the adjoining country by the appellation of Phut: but the name it has now, has been by change given it from one of the sons of Mesraim, who was called Lybyos. We will inform you presently what has been the occasion why it has been called Africa also." (Antiquities 162) Gesenius notes that the LXX and the Vulgate translate it "Lybia" in some passages where this word occurs. BDB says Phut refers to "a nation and people of north Africa; probably Libya."

Genesis 10:6 — Word Study on "Canaan" (18th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Canaan" ( כְּנַעַן) (H 3667) means, "lowland." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 94times in the Old Testament, being translated "Canaan 89, merchant 3, traffick 1, traffickers 1."

Comments- Josephus says, "Canaan, the fourth son of Ham, inhabited the country now called Judea, and called it from his own name Canaan." (Antiquities 162) BDB says Canaan was "the progenitor of the Phoenicians and of the various nations who peopled the seacoast of Palestine."

Genesis 10:7 And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtecha: and the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.
Genesis 10:7 — Word Study on "Seba" (19th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Seba" ( סְבָא) (H 5434) means, "drink thou." This word is used 4times in the Old Testament, the other three uses being found in:

1 Chronicles 1:9, "And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan."

Psalm 72:10, "The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts."

Isaiah 43:3, "For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee."

Comments- Josephus says, "Sabas, who founded the Sabeans." (Antiquities 162) BDB says it is "a nation south of Palestine, perhaps Ethiopia." However, Isaiah 43:3 makes a distinction between these two countries. 

Genesis 10:7 — Word Study on "Havilah" (20th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Havilah" ( חֲוִילָה) (H 2341) means, "circle." The Enhanced Strong says this word is found 7 times in the Old Testament as "Havilah 7." In Genesis 2:11, the river Pison was located in the land of Havilah.

Genesis 2:11, "The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;"

Comments- There were two individuals in the Old Testament by this name. In Genesis 10:29 a second individual named "Havilah" was the son Joktan, who is the son of Eber, who is a descendant of Shem.

Genesis 10:29, "And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons of Joktan."

Josephus says, "Evilas, who founded the Evileans, who are called Getuli." (Antiquities 162)

Genesis 10:7 — Word Study on "Sabtah" (21st nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Sabtah" ( סַבְתָּא) (H 5454) means, "striking." This name is only used two times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

1 Chronicles 1:9, "And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan."

Comments- Josephus says, "Sabathes founded the Sabathens; they are now called by the Greeks, Astaborans." (Antiquities 162)

Genesis 10:7 — Word Study on "Raamah" (22nd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Raamah" ( רַעְמָה) (H 7484) means, "horse"s mane." Raamah was the son of Cush and father of Sheba and Dedan. This name is found five times in the Old Testament, the other passages being:

1 Chronicles 1:9, "And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan."

Ezekiel 27:22, "The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy merchants: they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all spices, and with all precious stones, and gold."

Comments- Josephus says, "and Ragmus the Ragmeans; and he had two sons, the one of whom, Judadas, settled the Judadeans, a nation of the western Ethiopians, and left them his name; as did Sabas to the Sabeans." (Antiquities 162)

Genesis 10:7 — Word Study on "Sabtecha" (23rd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Sabtecha" ( סַבְתְּכָא) (H 5455) means, "striking." This name is used two times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

1 Chronicles 1:9, "And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan."

Comments- Josephus says, "Sabactas settled the Sabactens." (Antiquities 162)

Genesis 10:7 — Word Study on "Sheba" (24th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Sheba" ( שְׁבָא) (H 7614) means, "seven" or "an oath or covenant." The Enhanced Strong says this word occurs 23times in the Old Testament, bring translated in the KJV as "Sheba 23." However, there are five different individuals by this name in the Old Testament. 

Comments- In the Table of Nations ( Genesis 10:1-32) there are two individuals named Sheba listed in this genealogy as the sons of Noah. The first Sheba was the son of Raamah the son of Cush who was the son of Ham ( Genesis 10:7). The second individual named Sheba ( Genesis 10:28) was the son of Joktan son of Eber who was a descendant of Shem. Some scholars, such as Gesenius, suggest that Sheba the Hamite of Genesis 10:7 is twice identified with his brother Dedan (see Ezekiel 38:13) in an effort to make him a distinct individual from Sheba the Shemite of Genesis 10:28. Gesenius suggests that Sheba the Hamite lived in northern Arabia "near the Persian Gulf and near the mouth of the Euphrates," while Sheba the Shemite would be a reference to the country of Sheba in southern Arabia.

Regarding this south Arabian country of Sheba, the Old Testament refers to the queen of Sheba ( 1 Kings 10:1-13, 1 Chronicles 9:1-12), which scholars recognize as a country in southern Arabia from whom come the Sabaens. These people are referred to as traders in gold and spices who inhabited a land remote from Palestine ( Psalm 72:15, Isaiah 60:6, Jeremiah 6:20, Ezekiel 27:22). Jesus referred to the queen of Sheba as the queen of the south ( Matthew 12:42). Joel refers to the Sabeans as "a people afar off" who will purchase the Israelites as slaves. In Job 1:15 the Sabeans fell upon Job's possessions and took them. The ISBE says the Arab genealogists tell us that "Saba is represented as the great-grandson of Qachtan (= Joktan) and ancestor of all the South-Arabian tribes. He is the father of Chimyar and Kahlan. He is said to have been named Saba because he was the first to take prisoners (shabhah) in war. He founded the capital of Saba and built its citadel Marib (Mariaba), famous for its mighty barrage." 148] Its capital was Marib, located in modern day Yemen. 149] The ISBE says we can also find the names of other brothers to Sheba the Shemite in southern Arabia, giving the modern example of the name Hazarmaveth = Hadhramaut ( Genesis 10:26) in this region. 150]

148] Thomas Hunter Weir, "Sheba," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

149] David J. A. Clines, Job 1-20 , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 17, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), 31.

150] Thomas Hunter Weir, "Sheba," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:7 — Word Study on "Dedan" (25th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Dedan" ( דְּדָן) (H 1719) means, "low country." He was the brother of Sheba and the son of Raamah the son of Cush who was the son of Ham. This name is mentioned 15 times in the Old Testament in reference to two different individuals. 

Comments- A reference to this people in Isaiah 21:13 called them inhabitants of Arabia who traveled in caravans. This is one reason why some scholars suggest that Dedan's brother Sheba the Hamite ( Genesis 10:7) is identical with Sheba the Shemite ( Genesis 10:28), since Sheba the Shemite clearly inhabited southern Arabia. Gesenius says this name can still be identified on the island of Daden, "an island of the Persian Gulf." This individual is not to be confused with Dedan the son of Jokshan and grandson of Abraham and Keturah who dwelt in the neighbourhood of Edom.

Genesis 10:8 And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.
Genesis 10:8 — Word Study on "Nimrod" - BDB says the Hebrew name "Nimrod" ( נִמְרֹד) (H 5248) means, "rebellion" or "valiant." This person has yet to be identified in archeological records. This word is used only four times in the Scriptures ( Genesis 10:8-9, 1 Chronicles 1:10, Micah 5:6).

1 Chronicles 1:10, "And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be mighty upon the earth."

Also, Babylon was referred to as "the land of Nimrod." 

Micah 5:6, "And they shall waste the land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod in the entrances thereof: thus shall he deliver us from the Assyrian, when he cometh into our land, and when he treadeth within our borders."

Genesis 10:8 — Word Study on "a mighty one" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "a mighty one" ( גִּבֹּור) (H 1368) means, "strong, mighty, impetuous." Strong says means, "powerful," and by implication, "warrior, tyrant," being the intensive use of the root verb ( גָּבַר) (H 1396), which means, "to be strong." Holladay translates this word as "despot." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 158 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "mighty 63, mighty Prayer of Manasseh 68, strong 4, valiant 3, ... ones 4, mighties 2, Prayer of Manasseh 1:2, valiant men 2, strong Prayer of Manasseh 1:1, upright Prayer of Manasseh 1:1, champion 1, chief 1, excel 1, giant 1, men"s 1, mightiest 1, strongest 1."

Comments- I have not been able to find an English translation that uses the negative meaning of tyrant. However, the GNB reads, "the world's first great conqueror." 

Genesis 10:9 He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD.
Genesis 10:9 — Word Study on "hunter" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hunter" ( צַיִד) (H 6718) means, "the chase, game (taken from a chase), lunch (esp. for a journey)." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 19 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "venison 8, hunter 3, victuals 2, provision 2, hunting 1, catch 1, food 1, hunting 1."

Comments- Strong says this word comes from the primitive root ( צוּד) (H 6679), which means, "to lie alongside," and by implication, "to catch an animal." Thus, The Enhanced Strong says it is translated, "hunt 13, take 2, chased 1, provision 1, sore 1."

Genesis 10:9 — Comments- After the Flood God placed the fear of man within the animals ( Genesis 9:2). Before the Flood this fear did not exist. In other words, man could walk around the animals without scaring them off. However, now that God has allowed man to hunt and eat animals, there arose a need for them to hide from man for self preservation. This appears to be the reason why God did this.

Genesis 9:2, "And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered."

Genesis 10:8-9 — Comments- Brenton reads, "And Chus begot Nebrod: he began to be a giant upon the earth. He was a giant hunter before the Lord God; therefore they say, As Nebrod the giant hunter before the Lord."

Genesis 10:10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.
Genesis 10:10 — Word Study on "Babel" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Babel" ( בָּבֶל) (H 894) means, "confusion," and is an abbreviated form of the word "Babylon." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 262times in the Old Testament and translated as "Babylon" 257 times. Strong says "Babel" comes from a primitive root ( בָּלַל) (H 1101), which means, "to overflow," and by implication, "to mix, to fodder." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 44times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV, it is translated, "mingled 37, confound 2, anointed 1, mixed 1, give provender 1, tempered 1, non translated variant 1."

Genesis 10:10 — Word Study on "Erech" - Hebrew ( אֶרֶךְ) (H 751) - The ISBE says, "The derivation of the name [Erech] is well known, being the Semitic-Babylonian Uruk, from the Sumerian Unug, a word meaning ‘seat,' probably in the sense of ‘residential city.'" 151] Genesis 10:10 contains the only use of this Hebrew word in the Old Testament.

151] T. G. Pinches, "Erech," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:10 — Word Study on "Accad" - Hebrew ( אַכַּד) (H 390) - The ISBE says Accad is a city in Mesopotamia that "is well known by ancient inscriptions of Sargon and his son Naram-Sin as well as omen-texts of later eras." 152] Youngblood says, "The dynasty of Accad was founded by Sargon the Great and lasted from the 23to the 21century b.c." 153] Genesis 10:10 contains the only use of this Hebrew word in the Old Testament.

152] A. T. Clay, "Babylonia," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

153] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Accad." 

Genesis 10:10 — Word Study on "Calneh" - Hebrew ( כַּלְנֵה) (H 3641) - The exact location of this ancient remains unknown. Scholars know little about this city, so they must make speculations derived from ancient historical accounts. This word is found three times in the Old Testament. Its other two uses are:

Isaiah 10:9, "Is not Calno as Carchemish? is not Hamath as Arpad? is not Samaria as Damascus?"

Amos 6:2, "Pass ye unto Calneh, and see; and from thence go ye to Hamath the great: then go down to Gath of the Philistines: be they better than these kingdoms? or their border greater than your border?"

Genesis 10:10 — "in the land of Shinar" - Comments- The land of Shinar, located in southern Mesopotamia, was later known as Babylon, Chaldea and Sumner. 154]

154] R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Shinar."

Genesis 10:8-12 — Comments- The Kingdom of Nimrod- The first kingdom in the history of mankind was started by Nimrod, who established the kingdom of Babel. This is the first time that man forces his rule over other cultures and nations. In Genesis 1:26-28 God told man to take dominion over the earth. This involved the domestication of animals, inventions and technology and the development of societies for the well-being of mankind. But this commandment did not say that man was to take dominion over one another. This was Satan's perversion of God's divine plan. Nimrod rose up and built a kingdom called Babel. This was the first time that man began to exert dominion over his fellow man. God never intended this form of oppression to exist upon the earth. However, the dominance that Nimrod instituted was Satan's perverted copy of what God intended for good. If fact, Satan showed his earthly kingdoms to Jesus during our Saviour's forty-day temptation ( Luke 4:5).

Luke 4:5-6, "And the devil, taking him up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it."

The story of the tower of Babel ( Genesis 11:1-9) reveals that this kingdom was a rebellious kingdom, one that was in defiance of God. It is out of this same people that the kingdom of Assyria will one day rise and destroy the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 B.C. It is the same spiritual force of Satan that will one day conquer southern Judah in 596 B.C. under the rule of Nebuchadnezzer. Peter recognized this as the same spirit that raised up the Roman Empire.

1 Peter 5:13, "The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son."

Peter used this title for the city of Rome in the same sense that Jesus called John the Baptist by the name of Elijah, since John bore the same spirit as Elijah bore.

Matthew 11:14, "And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come."

Luke refers to the "spirit of Elijah."

Luke 1:17, "And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

It is the same spiritual force that will rise up in the last days in the book of Revelation in the form of the antichrist. John refers to the "spirit of antichrist" in his first epistle. 

1 John 4:3, "And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world."

As the ancient kingdoms of Assyria and Babylon were anti-Semitic, so is the Babylon found in the book of Revelation. It is the powers of darkness at war against God's people, both Jews and Christians alike. The New Testament refers to different types of spirits, such as unclean spirit, spirits of infirmity, spirits of divination, deaf and dumb spirits, seducing spirits, etc. But the spirit of antichrist is a particular spirit that will focus on making war against the children of God. 1 John 4:3 tells us that this spirit is already in the world and has been making war with God's children since his day. Jesus describes the antichrist when He told His disciples, "that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service."

John 16:2, "They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service."

Jesus also refers to this spirit in Matthew 24-25.

Matthew 24:9, "Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name"s sake."

Genesis 10:11 Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah,
Genesis 10:12 And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.
Genesis 10:13 And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,
Genesis 10:13 — Word Study on "Ludim" (26th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Ludim" ( לוּד) (3866) means, "to the firebrands, travailings." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 3times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Ludim 2, Lydians." The other passages are:

1 Chronicles 1:11, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,"

Jeremiah 46:9, "Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and the Libyans, that handle the shield; and the Lydians, that handle and bend the bow."

Comments- Josephus calls this nation "Ludicim" (Antiquities 162). Its name is listed with other countries of North Africa in Ezekiel 30:5.

Ezekiel 30:5, "Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the mingled people, and Chub, and the men of the land that is in league, shall fall with them by the sword."

Genesis 10:13 — Word Study on "Anamim" (27th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Anamin" ( עֲנָמִים) (H 6047) means, "affliction of the waters." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

1 Chronicles 1:11, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,"

Comments- Josephus calls this nation "Enemim" (Antiquities 162). BDB says they were "a tribe of the Egyptians."

Genesis 10:13 — Word Study on "Lehabim" (28th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Lehabin" ( לְהָבִים) (H 3853) means, "flames," being used 2times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

1 Chronicles 1:11, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,"

Comments- Josephus says, "and Labim, who alone inhabited in Libya, and called the country from himself." (Antiquities 162) BDB says this was "an Egyptian tribe descended from Mizraim."

Genesis 10:13 — Word Study on "Naphtuhim" (29th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Naphtuhim" ( נַפְתֻּחִים) (H 5320) means, "openings." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

1 Chronicles 1:11, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,"

Comments- Josephus calls this nation "Nedim" (Antiquities 162). BDB says it was "an unclear reference to Egypt; perhaps Lower Egypt."

Genesis 10:14 And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim.
Genesis 10:14 — Word Study on "Pathrusim" (30th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Pathrusim" ( פַּתְרֻסִים) (H 6625) is related to "Pathros," meaning, "region of the south," The Enhanced Strong says it used 2times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

1 Chronicles 1:11-12, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (of whom came the Philistines,) and Caphthorim."

Comments- Josephus calls this nation "Phethrosim" (Antiquities 162). BDB calls them "inhabitants of Pathros."

Genesis 10:14 — Word Study on "Casluhim" (31st nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Casluhim" ( כַּסְלֻחִים) (H 3695) means, "fortified," being used 2times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

1 Chronicles 1:11-12, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (of whom came the Philistines,) and Caphthorim."

Comments- Josephus calls this nation "Chesloim" (Antiquities 162). BDB says they were "a people or tribe descended from Mizraim (Egypt) progenitors of the Philistines and Caphtorim."

Genesis 10:14 — Word Study on "Philistim" (32nd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Philistim" ( פְּלִשְׁתִּי) (H 6430) means, "immigrants." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 288 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Philistine 287, Philistim 1."

Comments- Josephus tells us that of the eight sons of Mizraim, only the Philistim kept their name upon the land; for the others were overthrown in the Ethoipic war (Antiquities 162). BDB says they were "an inhabitant of Philistia; descendants of Mizraim who immigrated from Caphtor (Crete?) to the western seacoast of Canaan."

Genesis 10:14 — Word Study on "Caphtorim" (33rd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Caphtorim" ( כַּפְתֹּרִי) (H 3732) means, "a crown." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, the other passage being:

Deuteronomy 2:23, "And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.)"

1Chonicles Genesis 1:12, "And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (of whom came the Philistines,) and Caphthorim."

In addition, the related word "Caphtor" (Hebrew "kaf-tore") ( כַּפְתֹּור) (H 3731) occurs three times in the Old Testament. The other two uses being:

Jeremiah 47:4, "Because of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth: for the LORD will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor."

Amos 9:7, "Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?

Comments- Josephus calls this nation "Cephthorim" (Antiquities 162). BDB says the Caphtorim were "the Cretans as the inhabitants of Caphtor as distinct from the Philistines."

Genesis 10:13-14 — Comments- The Children of Mizraim- Josephus says, "Now all the children of Mesraim, being eight in number, possessed the country from Gaza to Egypt, though it retained the name of one only, the Philistim; for the Greeks call part of that country Palestine. As for the rest, Ludicim, and Enemim, and Labim, who alone inhabited in Libya, and called the country from himself, Nedim, and Phethrosim, and Chesloim, and Cephthorim, we know nothing of them besides their names; for the Ethiopic war, which we shall describe hereafter, was the cause that those cities were overthrown." (Antiquities 162)

Genesis 10:15 And Canaan begat Sidon his firstborn, and Heth,
Genesis 10:15 — Word Study on "Sidon" (34th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew word "Sidon" ( צִידֹון) (H 6721) means, "hunting." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 22times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Zidon 20, Sidon 2."

Comments- Throughout the Scriptures, Sidon refers to an ancient Phoenician city, on Mediterranean coast north of Tyre.

Genesis 10:15 — Word Study on "Heth" (35th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Heth" ( חֵת) (H 2845) means, "terror." Strong says this word is derived from "chathath" ( חָתַת) (H 2865), which means, "to prostrate, to break down." The Enhanced Strong says this name is found 14times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Heth 14." 

Comments- Heth, the son of Canaan, is the one who sold the burial cave to Abraham for a burying place ( Genesis 23:1-20). We find that Esau, the son of Jacob, took the daughters of Heth as his wives. These became a grief unto Isaac and Rebekah his parents ( Genesis 26:34-35). 

Genesis 26:34-35, "And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite: Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah."

From the descendants of Heth come the Hittites ( חִתִּי) (H 2850).

Genesis 10:16 And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite,
Genesis 10:16 — Word Study on "the Jebusite" (36th nation) - BDB says the Jebusites ( יְבוּסִי) (H 2983) were "descendants of the third son of Canaan who lived in or around the site of Jebus, the early name for Jerusalem." ( Judges 19:10) The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 41times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Jebusite 41." The word Jebus is found 4times in the Old Testament, and always refers to the city of Jerusalem.

Judges 19:10, "But the man would not tarry that night, but he rose up and departed, and came over against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were with him two asses saddled, his concubine also was with him."

Genesis 10:16 — Word Study on "the Amorite" (37th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Amorite" ( אֱמֹרִי) (H 567) means, "a sayer." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 87 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Amorite 87." 

Comments- BDB says the Amorites were "one of the peoples of east Canaan and beyond the Jordan, dispossessed by the Israelite incursion from Egypt."

Genesis 10:16 — Word Study on "the Girgasite" (38th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Girgasite" ( גִּרְגָּשִׁי) (H 1622) means, "dwelling on a clayey soil." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 7 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Girgashite 6, Girgasite 1."

Comments- BDB says the Girgasites were the "descendants of Canaan and one of the nations living east of the Sea of Galilee when the Israelites entered the Promised Land."

Genesis 10:17 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,
Genesis 10:17 — Word Study on "the Hivite" (39th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Hivite" ( חִוִּי) (H 2340) means, "villagers." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 25 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Hivite 25." 

Comments- BDB says the Hivites "were living in northern Canaan near Mount Hermon at the time of the conquest," ( Joshua 11:3; Joshua 11:19, Judges 3:3). This was the only people that were able to make peace with Joshua during Israel's conquest of Canaan (see Joshua 9:1-27). 

Joshua 11:3, "And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and to the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh."

Joshua 11:19, "There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, save the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon: all other they took in battle."

Judges 3:3, "Namely, five lords of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baalhermon unto the entering in of Hamath."

Genesis 10:17 — Word Study on "the Arkite" (40th nation) - Strong says the Hebrew name "Arkite" ( עַרְקִי) (H 6208) means, "a tush." This word is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Arkite 2." Its other use is:

1 Chronicles 1:13-16, "And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite."

Comments- Josephus says, "Arucas possessed Arce, which is in Libanus" (Antiquities 162). BDB says they are "inhabitants of Arki or Arka."

Genesis 10:17 — Word Study on "the Sinite" (41st nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Sinite" ( סִינִי) (H 5513) means, "thorn," or "clay." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Sinite 2." Its other use is:

1 Chronicles 1:13-16, "And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite."

Comments- BDB says the Sinites were "a tribe of the Canaanites descended from Canaan inhabiting the northern part of the Lebanon district."

Genesis 10:18 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the families of the Canaanites spread abroad.
Genesis 10:18 — Word Study on "the Arvadite" (42nd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Arvadite" ( אַרְוָדִי) (H 721) means, "I shall break loose." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Arvadite 2." Its other use is:

1 Chronicles 1:13-16, "And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite."

Comments- Josephus says, "Arudeus possessed the island Aradus" (Antiquities 162). BDB says they were "the descendants of Arvad, a son of Canaan."

Genesis 10:18 — Word Study on "the Zemarite" (43rd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Zemarite" ( צְמָרִי) (H 6786) means, "double woolens." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Zemarite 2." Its other use is:

1 Chronicles 1:13-16, "And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite."

Comments- BDB tells us that they were "one of the Hamite tribes descended from Canaan and inhabitants of an unknown Canaanite city."

Genesis 10:18 — Word Study on "the Hamathite" (44th nation) - Strong says the Hebrew name "Hamathite" ( חֲמָתִי) (H 2577) is derived from ( חֲמָת) (2574), which means, "walled." The Enhanced Strong says the word "Hamathite" is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Hamathite 2." Its other use is:

1 Chronicles 1:13-16, "And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite."

Comments- Josephus says, "Amathus inhabited in Amathine, which is even now called Amathe by the inhabitants, although the Macedonians named it Epiphania, from one of his posterity." (Antiquities 162). Gesenius says Hamath was "a distinguished city of Syria." This city played a role in the history of Israel.

Genesis 10:19 And the border of the Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto Lasha.
Genesis 10:19 — Comments- The Canaanites are described in Numbers 13:29 as "dwelling by the sea."

Numbers 13:29, "The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan."

This piece of land did not belong to the Canaanites. According to Jewish tradition, the three sons of Noah divided the earth into three lots during the days of Peleg ( Genesis 10:25) and the land of Canaan was one of the areas that was given to Shem and to his descendants. But when the children of Noah scattered and moved into their heritage, Canaan, the son of Ham, took the land of Canaan, which belonged to the sons of Shem, and he refused to enter into his appointed inheritance. As a result, the curse that Noah spoke over those children who took possession of another person's land was placed upon Canaan. Thus, the Canaanites were living on land that did not belong to them and God chose to remove them from this land, which rightfully belonged to Shem and his descendants, one of which was Abraham. Thus, Abraham has legal rights to the land of Canaan. We can read in The Book of Jubilees of how Abraham saw this as the reason that God would one day cut off the seed of Canaan when he was about to die and blessed Jacob.

"Be thou ware, my son Jacob, of taking a wife from any seed of the daughters of Canaan; For all his seed is to be rooted out of the earth. For, owing to the transgression of Ham, Canaan erred, And all his seed shall be destroyed from off the earth and all the residue thereof, And none springing from him shall be saved on the day of judgment." (The Book of Jubilees 2220-21)

Genesis 10:15-19 — Comments- The Canaanites - We find in Genesis 10:15-19 the genealogy of Canaan, the son of Ham, the son of Noah. There will be eleven families, or nations, that will come from the loins of Canaan. The Canaanites will play an important role in the history of Israel because they inhabited the Promised Land that God gave to Abraham. For this reason, the author gives a lengthy account of the Canaanites when compared to the other families listed in this chapter.

Josephus says, "The sons of Canaan were these: Sidonius, who also built a city of the same name; it is called by the Greeks, Sidon; Amathus inhabited in Amathine, which is even now called Amathe by the inhabitants, although the Macedonians named it Epiphania, from one of his posterity: Arudeus possessed the island Aradus: Arucas possessed Arce, which is in Libanus; but for the seven others, [Eueus], Chetteus, Jebuseus, Amorreus, Gergesus, Eudeus, Sineus, Samareus, we have nothing in the sacred books but their names, for the Hebrews overthrew their cities; and their calamities came upon them on the occasion following:" (Antiquities 162)

According to Deuteronomy 7:1, six of the seven nations that God will drive out of the Promised Land during the time of Joshua are listed in Genesis 10:15-19 : Canaan, Heth (father of the Hittites), the Jebusite, and the Amorite, and the Girgasite, and the Hivite. The only nation not listed is the Perizzites.

Deuteronomy 7:1, "When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou;"

It is interesting to note the order in which these eleven nations are listed. Sidon became the most important city in ancient times from this list of eleven nations. This passage then lists five nations that Joshua drove out of the Promised Land. After mentioning these historical nations, there are five remaining nations listed, the Arkite, and the Sinite, and the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite. These five nations play no role in the history of Israel and are only mentioned by name one other time in the Old Testament, being found in a genealogy in 1 Chronicles 1:13-16.

1 Chronicles 1:13-16, "And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth, The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite, And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite."

Thus, these nations seem to be listed to some degree in order of historical importance.

Genesis 10:20 These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in their nations.


Verses 21-31 

The Sons of Shem (Twenty-Six Nations) - Genesis 10:21-31 tells us the names of the twenty-six nations that descended from the loins of Shem the son of Noah.

Genesis 10:21 Unto Shem also, the father of all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, even to him were children born.
Genesis 10:21 — "the father of all the children of Eber" - Comments- The phrase that refers to Eber was probably added in Genesis 10:21 because he was a direct ancestor of Abraham and the nation of Israel and from whom their family name "the Hebrews" is derived. In fact the writer of the book of Genesis will soon expound upon the lineage of Shem in Genesis 11:10-26 in order to show that Abraham is one of his descendants. The children of Eber will become the seventieth nation within the list of the Table of Nations in Genesis 10:1-32.

Genesis 10:21 — "the brother of Japheth the elder" - Comments- Japheth was the elder of Noah"s three sons. Ham was probably second and Shem third, which is the way they are listed in Genesis 10:1-32.

Genesis 10:22 The children of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram. 
Genesis 10:22 — Word Study on "Elam" (45th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Elam" ( עֵילָם) (H 5867) means "eternity." PTW tells us that it means, "high land." The Enhanced Strong says this word is found 28 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Elam 28." 

Comments- Scholars identify eight or nine individuals in the Scriptures by this name. Elam became a province east of Babylon and northeast of the lower Tigris. It is a name that is used in prophecy in the Scriptures. 

Genesis 10:22 — Word Study on "Asshur" (46th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Asshur" ( אַשּׁוּר) (H 804) means, "a step." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 151times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Assyria 118, Assyrian 19, Asshur 8, Assyrian + 011215, Assur 1."

Comments- This second son of Shem became the ancestor of the Assyrians, and played an important role in Israel's history.

Genesis 10:22 — Word Study on "Arphaxad" (47th nation) - The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew name "Arphaxad" "ar-pak-shad" ( אַרְפַּכְשַׁד) (H 775) means, "I shall fail as the breast," or "he cursed the breast-bottle," being used 9 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Arphaxad 9." This name is only referred to in genealogies in its nine uses.

Genesis 10:22 — Word Study on "Lud" (48th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Lud" ( לוּד) (H 3865) means, "strife." 

Comments- BDB says Lud is the fourth son of Shem and ancestor of the Lydians. Gordon Wendham suggests they may be "the Lydians of Asia Minor (so Josephus, Antiquities 164)" or "... the Lubdu who lived on the upper Tigris." He acknowledges that there is difficulty in their identification. 155] John Gill says that these Lydians must be differentiated from the Lydians of North Africa, whose ancestor Ludim was the son of Mizraim ( Genesis 10:13). 156]

155] Gordon J. Wenham, Genesis 1-15, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 1, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 230.

156] John Gill, Genesis , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Genesis 10:22.

Genesis 10:13, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,"

Genesis 10:22 — Word Study on "Aram" (49th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Aram" ( אֲרָם) (H 758) means, "exalted." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used times in the Old Testament times, being translated in the KJV as "Syria 67, Syrians 56, Aram 7, Syriadamascus + 046011, Syriamaachah + 046011."

Comments- BDB says that Aram was the ancestor of "the Syrian or Aramean people."

Genesis 10:23 And the children of Aram; Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mash.
Genesis 10:23 — Word Study on "Uz" (50th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Uz" ( עוּץ) (H 5780) means, "wooded." PTW says it means, "counsel, firmness," being used 8 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Uz 8."

Comments- Strong says that it refers to "the country of Job; probably east and southeast of Palestine somewhere in the Arabian desert." PTW suggests that it was located either in "Hauran, south of Damascus," or in "the area between Edom and north Arabia." Lamentations 4:21 suggests that it was located near Edom.

Lamentations 4:21, "Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, that dwellest in the land of Uz; the cup also shall pass through unto thee: thou shalt be drunken, and shalt make thyself naked."

Since Uz was a descendant of Shem's, it is likely that Job was from this lineage.

Job 1:1, "There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil."

Genesis 10:23 — Word Study on "Hul" (51st nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Hul" ( חוּל) (H 2343) means, "circle." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Scriptures, being translated in the KJV as "Hul 2". Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:17, "The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Meshech."

Comments- PTW says that this probably refers to "an Aramean tribe," and "some have suggested the Hulia near Mount Masius," which Smith tells us is in northern Mesopotamia.

Genesis 10:23 — Word Study on "Gether" (52nd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Gether" ( גֶּתֶר) (H 1666) means, "fear." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Gether 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:17, "The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Meshech."

Comments- PTW suggests that this may refer to "an unknown family of Arameans."

Genesis 10:23 — Word Study on "Mash" (53rd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Mash" ( מַשׁ) (H 4851) means, "drawn out." This word is used only one time in the Scriptures. Most likely, we see a variant reading of this same name in 1 Chronicles 1:17 as "Meshech." (The other Meshech referred to in the Scriptures is the son of Japheth.)

1 Chronicles 1:17, "The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Meshech."

Comments- PTW suggests that this is a people living near Mount Masius in northern Mesopotamia.

Genesis 10:24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber.
Genesis 10:24 — Word Study on "Salah" (54th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Shelach, Salah" ( שֶׁלַח) (H 7974) means, "sprout." PTW suggests "petition, sprout." Nothing is known about this individual other than the fact that he is listed as an ancestor of Christ in Luke 3:35. This word is found 9 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Salah 6, Shelah 3."

Genesis 10:24 — Word Study on "Eber" (55th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Eber" ( עֵבֶר) (H 5677) means, "the region beyond." PTW gives us the meanings, "the other side, beyond." This individual was the great grandson of Shem, the son of Noah. However, the importance of his name lies in the fact that the Hebrew people will derive their name from him. Although there is no direct correlation between Eber and the Hebrew nation founded by Abraham, ISBE says that the name "‘Hebrew'…is intended to denote the people or tribe who came "from the other, side of the river" (i.e. the Euphrates), from Haran ( Genesis 11:31), whence Abraham and his dependents migrated to Canaan." 157] Thus, Abraham will be the first individual in the Old Testament to be called a Hebrew.

157] A. C. Grant, "Eber," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:24 — "Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber" - Comments- The genealogy in Luke differs from this one in Genesis 10:24. The one in Luke 3:35-36 tells us that Arphazad begat Caanan, who begat Salah, who begat Eber, while Genesis leaves out the name Caanan.

Luke 3:35-36, "Which was the son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the son of Phalec, which was the son of Heber, which was the son of Sala, Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, which was the son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the son of Lamech,"

The difference can be explained by noting that the LXX version of Genesis 10:24 includes the name Cainan, " καὶ αρφαξαδ ἐγέννησεν τὸν καιναν, καὶ καιναν ἐγέννησεν τὸν σαλα, σαλα δὲ ἐγέννησεν τὸν εβερ." 158] Luke follows the Septuagint version. The authors of the KJV followed the Massoretic Text (the traditional Hebrew Old Testament) and the Latin Vulgate, which drops the name "Cainan" from Genesis 10:24. 

158] Septuaginta: With Morphology, ed. Alfred Rahlfs (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, c 1979, 1996), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), Genesis 10:24.

Genesis 10:25 And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother"s name was Joktan.
Genesis 10:25 — Word Study on "Peleg" (56th nation) - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Peleg" ( פֶּלֶג) (H 6389) means, "division, part." Strong says it means, "earthquake." The TWOT says it means, "divide." The ISBE says that the Aramaic word "pelagh" and the Arabic word "phalaj" both mean "division." 159] The Enhanced Strong says this word is found 7 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Peleg 7."

159] S. F. Hunter, "Peleg," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Comments- Arthur Custance suggests that the descendants of Peleg were "the Pelasgians of antiquity, who were great sea-going merchants and sometimes pirates." He writes:

"When the Thracians descended to the Aegean from the north in the 14th century B.C, they displaced the Pelasgians from the territory which they held between the Hebrus and the Strymon. It is curious to find the Pelasgians occupying a territory adjacent to a river, the Hebrus, bearing a name so much reminiscent of Eber who, according to Genesis 10:25, was their father. After they were displaced, these people seem to have been swallowed up by the Greek population with whom they were subsequently confused." 160]

160] Arthur Custance, The Doorway Papers: A Study in the Names in Genesis 10 [on-line]; accessed 28 March 2009; available from http://www.custance.org/Library/Volume 1/Part_II/Chapter 4.html; Internet, 3.

Genesis 10:25 — "for in his days was the earth divided" - Word Study on "the earth" - The commonly used Hebrew word "earth" ( אֶרֶץ) (H 776) has a wide range of meanings, which Gesenius says are, "the earth," "earth, land, continent," "a land, country," "land, piece of land," "the ground," or "the element of the earth, earthly part." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 2 ,504times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "land 1543, earth 712, country 140, ground 98, world 4, way 3, common 1, field 1, nations 1, wilderness + 040571."

Word Study on "divided" - Strong says the Hebrew word "divided" ( פָּלַג) (H 6385) is a primitive root meaning, "to divide, split." The Enhanced Strong says it is used only 4times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV as "divide 4."

Comments- According to Genesis 11:10-16, Peleg was born one hundred and one (101) years after the flood. This passage suggests that the nations were still living primarily in the Mesopotamian area up until the time of the confusion of tongues at the Tower of Babel. Thus, within the context of Genesis 10-11, the phrase "for in his days was the earth divided" is a reference to the tower of Babel and the scattering of the nations across the face of the earth. Ancient Jewish tradition supports this view. The Book of Jubilees says in the days of Peleg the nations were dividing themselves upon the earth. The divided the earth into three lots according to the inheritance of the three sons of Noah. Since this document dates a few centuries before the time of Christ, it shows to us how the Jews may have interpreted this passage in Genesis.

"And in the sixth year 1567 A.M.] thereof, she bare him Song of Solomon , and he called his name Peleg; for in the days when he was born the children of Noah began to divide the earth amongst themselves: for this reason he called his name Peleg. And they divided (it) secretly amongst themselves, and told it to Noah. And it came to pass in the beginning of the thirty-third jubilee 1569 A.M.] that they divided the earth into three parts, for Shem and Ham and Japheth, according to the inheritance of each, in the first year in the first week, when one of us who had been sent, was with them." (The Book of Jubilees 88-11)

There are two references within the Scriptures to such an allotment of land to the sons of Noah.

Deuteronomy 32:8, "When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel."

Acts 17:24-26, "God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men"s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;"

Therefore, this interpretation is followed by some modern English translations.

AmpBible, "To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg [meaning division], because [the inhabitants of] the earth were divided up in his days, and his brother's name was Joktan."

BBE, "And Eber had two sons: the name of the one was Peleg, because in his time the peoples of the earth became separate; and his brother"s name was Joktan."

NAB, "To Eber two sons were born: the name of the first was Peleg, for in his time the world was divided; and the name of his brother was Joktan."

NLT, "Eber had two sons. The first was named Peleg (which means "division"), for during his lifetime the people of the world were divided into different language groups. His brother's name was Joktan."

Genesis 10:25 — Word Study on "Joktan" (57th nation) - Strong says the Hebrew name "Joktan" ( יָקְטָן) (H 3355) means, "he will be made little," and comes from the primitive root ( קָטֹן) (6994) meaning, "to be small, be insignificant." BDB says this name means, "smallness." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Joktan 6."

Genesis 10:26 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, 
Genesis 10:26 — Word Study on "Almodad" (58th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Almodad" ( אַלְמֹודָד) (H 486) means, "not measured." PTW suggests the meaning "the agitator." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Almodad 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:26 — Word Study on "Sheleph" (59th nation) - Strong says the Hebrew name "Sheleph" ( שֶׁלֶף) (H 8026) means, "extract." BDB says it means, "a drawing forth." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Shelep 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:26 — Word Study on "Hazarmaveth" (60th nation) - Strong says the Hebrew name "Hazarmaveth" ( חֲצַרְמָוֶת) (H 2700) means, "village of death." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Hazarmaveth 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:26 — Word Study on "Jerah" (61st nation) - BDB says the Hebrew word "Jerah" ( יֶרַח) (H 3392) means, "new moon." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Jerah 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:27 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, 
Genesis 10:27 — Word Study on "Hadoram" (62nd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Hadoram" ( הֲדֹורָם) (H 1913) means, "noble honour." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Hadoram 4." Although there are two other individuals in the Scriptures by this name, only one other verse refers to this son of Joktan. Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:27 — Word Study on "Uzal" (63rd nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Uzal" ( אוּזָל) (H 187) means, "I shall be flooded." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Uzal 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:27 — Word Study on "Diklah" (64th nation) - The BDB says the Hebrew name "Diklah" ( דִּקְלָה) (H 1853) means, "palm grove." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Diklah 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:28 And Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba, 
Genesis 10:28 — Word Study on "Obal" (65th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Obal" ( עֹובָל) (H 5745) means, "stripped bare." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 1times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Diklah 1." However, the parallel genealogy in 1 Chronicles 1:20-23 reads "Ebal" instead of "Obal," obviously referring to the same individual. Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:28 — Word Study on "Abimael" (66th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Abimael" ( אֲבִימָאֵל) (H 39) means, "my father is El (God)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 2times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Abimael 2." Note the other use:

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:28 — "Sheba" (67th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Sheba" ( שְׁבָא) (H 7614) means, "seven" or "an oath or covenant." The Enhanced Strong says it occurring 23times in the Old Testament, bring translated in the KJV as "Sheba 23." However, there are five different individuals by this name in the Old Testament. 

Comments- In the Table of Nations ( Genesis 10:1-32) there are two individuals named Sheba listed in this genealogy as the sons of Noah. The first Sheba was the son of Raamah the son of Cush who was the son of Ham ( Genesis 10:7). The second individual named Sheba ( Genesis 10:28) was the son of Joktan son of Eber who was a descendant of Shem. Some scholars, such as Gesenius, suggest that Sheba the Hamite of Genesis 10:7 is twice identified with his brother Dedan (see Ezekiel 38:13) in an effort to make him a distinct individual from Sheba the Shemite of Genesis 10:28. Gesenius suggests that Sheba the Hamite lived in northern Arabia "near the Persian Gulf and near the mouth of the Euphrates," while Sheba the Shemite would be a reference to the country of Sheba in southern Arabia.

Regarding this south Arabian country of Sheba, the Old Testament refers to the queen of Sheba ( 1 Kings 10:1-13, 1 Chronicles 9:1-12), which scholars recognize as a country in southern Arabia from whom come the Sabaens. These people are referred to as traders in gold and spices who inhabited a land remote from Palestine ( Psalm 72:15, Isaiah 60:6, Jeremiah 6:20, Ezekiel 27:22). Jesus referred to the queen of Sheba as the queen of the south ( Matthew 12:42). Joel refers to the Sabeans as "a people afar off" who will purchase the Israelites as slaves. In Job 1:15 the Sabeans fell upon Job's possessions and took them. The ISBE says the Arab genealogists tell us that "Saba is represented as the great-grandson of Qachtan (= Joktan) and ancestor of all the South-Arabian tribes. He is the father of Chimyar and Kahlan. He is said to have been named Saba because he was the first to take prisoners (shabhah) in war. He founded the capital of Saba and built its citadel Marib (Mariaba), famous for its mighty barrage." 161] Its capital was Marib, located in modern day Yemen. 162] The ISBE says we can also find the names of other brothers to Sheba the Shemite in southern Arabia, giving the modern example of the name Hazarmaveth = Hadhramaut ( Genesis 10:26) in this region. 163]

161] Thomas Hunter Weir, "Sheba," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

162] David J. A. Clines, Job 1-20 , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 17, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), 31.

163] Thomas Hunter Weir, "Sheba," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:29 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab: all these were the sons of Joktan. 
Genesis 10:29 — Word Study on "Ophir" (68th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew word "Ophir" ( אֹופִיר) (H 211) means, "reducing to ashes." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 13times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Ophir 13." BDB says it refers "a land, or city, in southern Arabia in Solomon"s trade route where gold evidently was traded for goods."

Genesis 10:29 — Word Study on "Havilah" (69th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew name "Havilah" ( חֲוִילָה) (H 2341) means, "circle." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 7 times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Havilah 7." 

Genesis 10:29 — Word Study on "Jobab" (70th nation) - BDB says the Hebrew word "Jobab" ( יובָב) (H 3103) means, "a desert." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 9 times in the Old Testament, being found in the KJV as "Jobab 9." Although there were five individuals by this name in the Old Testament, this son of Joktan is only referred to in Genesis 10:29 and 1 Chronicles 1:23. 

1 Chronicles 1:20-23, "And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah, And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan."

Genesis 10:30 And their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest unto Sephar a mount of the east. 
Genesis 10:30 — Comments- Regarding the boundaries of the thirteen sons of Joktan, we refer to a description by Arthur Custance.

"The first boundary referred to in Genesis 10:30 perhaps refers to Massa (cf. Genesis 25:14), a northern Arabian tribe about midway between the Gulf of Akaba and the Persian Gulf. On the other hand, there is a seaport called Mousa, or Moudza, mentioned by Ptolemy, Pliny, Arrian and other ancient geographers, perhaps representing the place mentioned here. This was a town of some importance in classical times, but has since fallen into decay, if the modern Mousa is the same place. Gesenius, from the latitude given by Ptolemy, places Mesha at Maushid on the west coast of Yemen. If the latter is correct, then the second geographical locality is perhaps to be found in Sephar, a mount of the east, which is to be understood as being the Sipar, listed along with Elam and Susa, mentioned in a text found at Susa. This note in Genesis 10 would then mean that the thirteen sons of Joktan settled between these two points, and the location of Ophir would seem to be settled within the peninsula, not at the mouth of the Indus as some have thought." 164]

164] Arthur Custance, The Doorway Papers: A Study in the Names in Genesis 10 [on-line]; accessed 28 March 2009; available from http://www.custance.org/Library/Volume 1/Part_II/Chapter 4.html; Internet, 5.

Genesis 25:13-15, "And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah:"

Genesis 10:26-30 — Comments- The Sons of Joktan - There were thirteen sons bore by Joktan. Arthur Constance says that all thirteen of these sons appear to have settled in Arabia, chiefly the south. Note these suggested locations from Arthur Custance that still can be found in this region.

"Almodad is perhaps traceable to Al Mudad; Sheleph, in Yemen represented by Es Sulaf, and perhaps being the Aalapeni of Ptolemy; Hazarmaveth, today Hadramaut; Jerah, adjoining the latter, being possibly found in the name of a fortress, Jerakh; Hadoram, represented by the Adramitae in Southern Arabia, mentioned by Pliny and Ptolemy; Uzal, which is probably the old name of the capital of Yemen; Diklah, a place of some importance in Yemen known as Kakalah; Obal, preserved perhaps in several localities in south Arabia, under the name Abil; Abimael is completely unidentified; Sheba might suggest the Sabeans; Ophir perhaps represented by Aphar, the Sabaean capital of which Ptolemy speaks under the name Sapphara (Geog 67) and which is possibly modern Zaphar; Havilah, the district in Arabia Felix known as Khawlan; and Jobab, usually identified with the Jobarites mentioned by Ptolemy among the Arabian tribes of the south, and which it is suggested was misread by him as Iobabtai, instead of an original Iobaritai." 165]

165] Arthur Custance, The Doorway Papers: A Study in the Names in Genesis 10 [on-line]; accessed 28 March 2009; available from http://www.custance.org/Library/Volume 1/Part_II/Chapter 4.html; Internet, 5.

Genesis 10:31 These are the sons of Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their lands, after their nations. 
Genesis 10:32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.
